y S. Department of Labor
Children's Bureau
Washington 25, D. C.
December 19L5.............. .

PAINTS, FIGMENTS, AN\D DYES' 1/

Some paints, when swallowed, are poisonous -and since children are apt
to put paint-smeared fingers in their mouths or to chew painted objects,
thought should be given to providing paints that are harmless.

Commercial Paints.

Water-color Paints.—Water-color paints—powdered, liquid, or cake— t
that are~prepared especially for children's use can be relied on-as safe.
Sore artists® paints, however, contain lead and must not.be/given.toTchildren
to plav with. f —

Cil paints.—Oil paint produces a better effect”.upon..vcoapthan does
water-color paint. Oil paint is much more difficult”to'.off'hands, cloth-
ing, and floor than water-color .paint, but more sepxAid xnansthe'dleaning-up
problem is that of eliminating -the danger of tfcHhe'; child who gets
jicne paint, into his mouth from fingers .or toold”~of~eve~ffom' undfr the
cinder nails of "cleaned" .handw There are many safe'oil paints and parents
ehould learn the names of these paints and.buy'"'them by name.

QOil paint cojfs~sts of a pigment-~the coloring—and a liquid in which
the pigment isi.dissolved or suspended. v/JJhen.oil paint is drying sometimes
.vapors .are given off which are irritating_j.to sensitive people. For this- —
reason it is better for children not to remain in unventilsted rooms in
which there are freshly painted walls, furnishings, or other objects. Since
come paint thinners may be poisonous, close application to work should be

avoided. However, a child will not be likely to continue painting for a long
enough time to be harmed,

Some pigments used in paint are poisonous when swallowed. They are
harmful, whether sucked off damp fingers or from painted toys or furnishings.

Many paint manufacturers print the formula on each can of paint; a
number of States require such a statement by law. mTherefore, the label will
usually furnish the information from which the poisonous paints can be dis-
tinguished from the harmless ones. Unfortunately, however, the terms used
y the paint trade are not always readily understood by the public. Paint

contains any lead is poisonous and should be avoided. Some pigments in
ch the word "lead" does not appear are also poisonous.. ...

-~e following lists contain the names of the most commonly, used pig-
this list as a guide a harmless paint can be selected in most
N ixNSKreS* N a Paint offered to you in a store is not in this list, it

ivh- v,, Sa-e take the word of the salesman as to whether it is harmless or
cause he may not know.

TStha_irSe?inﬁOt‘matiOI‘T has lbeen checked and approved bv the National Bureau of
ar s and the National Institute of Health



ts usually considered harmless
Hhit<€ paint.
Aluminum and potassium silicate
or mica v
-Aluminum silicate or china clay
Barium sulphate or baryte
Calcium carbonates ,or ground
elimestone
Calcium sulphate or gypsum
Lithopone
Magnesium silicates or talc
jESiiiC "1
i kvTitanru”~ha-rium -
= NefTitaniiim”calcium
Titanium diospde /' 7; =
U .nagn.esium'
litghaieu lithopone v fa.
14t Zinc-suiphide ~jrium e

mJsWB,*;'

Zinc, sulphide
int

hlorinated'- para.
.YPn"oxide, red m
adder lake

-&a ped.
Tduidine red

1:>~0.
Liruoi

iu "wi
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""Mfuoi.

oW _paint
ansa yellow
i-oxide yellow’

lint" -~ '

gstated organic green-
ospho-tungstic green -

Ihi'

’gstated organic blue
sian blue

aarine blue

..Green paint

Paints that -are-poisonous
White paint

Basic lead carbonate

Basic lead sulphate

Lead titanote' ...

Antimony ..oxide':=i -

Ped Paint m 1.'t Itol

Litharge-, or recr lead
Lithol. jrcd- (g illithol pe_ .
i nrinding-gedium., litholI”

* tone*-}-'; m ./

r*v 1 r 60K e EEm

Yellow paint* "

. Chrone "yellow
Cadmium yellow
Zinc yellovi'"'-

Chrome green
Lead-chromate -

yellow and ipon blue

Blue paint

Copper

' ph-thalocyanine
-blue’

Orange, paint % . -r

*Chrome orange

Molybdate orange

Orange mineral
lead oxide
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