December 20, 1938

Dy, J, Hamracher
Sourabaya
Java

Bear Doctor lammachaor:

I have reecelved informabion
from the London ofilce of Lthyl Ezpurt Corporation
to the effect that your services have been sought by
repressnt:tives of the Aslatio Petroleum Company for
the gupervisiovn of certaln workmen who willl bes ongnged
in mixtng Hthyl "lu'd oith gesvline at thelr Bandaran
Plant. I has appeared from varicus ltems of Correse
nondenge which have come to me that you have had a
considerable anxleoty concerning the danpgers assvelated
with this work, It seoms advisaule, therefore, that
I commanicate with you and give you the bvenefit of our
oexparience in connectlon mnith this vork. “his letter
will also serve ag a cenfirmation of your apsolinbtmont
o this posibion, '

As the ledleal Director of
Eehyl Export Corporntion, I have been responsibie for
the approval of the equlioment vhieh has been developed
for the wizing operstionse I have also been respongsie
Ble for remlatlions ghich have beoen concerned with the
oreratlon of mixlivg equipwent and with all othor menns
of dealing with LEhyl Fluld and leaded gesclines 1
em al30 in eharge of the medicel supervision of all
mizing vlentss Tu an onbtirely separate capacity, I am
director of a laborstory in the University of Vincinnasi
vhich 18 engaged in the study of ocecupativnal diseasses
aund in this capacity I have directed ruch of the experie
mental work vwhich has had t0 do with the protlem of
handling Bthyl Pluld aud. the public heoalth problem of
the distributiovn of leaded gasolines = Accordingly I am
sending you {nformation in the form of reprints of a
series of publliahed artlicles which de~l both with the
¢licical phese of this matter and the experimoental.
I send you also a memorandum uhich was prepared for the
benefit of consultants of Hthyl Export Corporation, in
uhich the general pollcies of the dedical Department are
set forthy I trust gyou will find these of intsrsst snd
value SR : o
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‘ v+ Bplefly, with wrefercnce to the
Aangors ff th!s oceuassiou, 1t should be gald that if
the mixing equipment is constructed progarly and opernted
oronerly, there will be no donger whatover of leed polsone
ingz among the worlmen, 7The mixing equlpmeut le smnple in
design and easy Lo ovporetes The regulations are get up
for the purpose of avolding ell exposure to lesd compounds,
Indeed the actusl safety of thess operstions is so great
that there has been no case of leed pelgoning in connection
with thls worlk, nor has there been ovidence of messureable
load absorption aemong the workmon. One micht assume from
thig that there 1z no great need of modical supervisiun,
Mhils, hovever, in ny opinion,is not the caae. It kas been
my pracbice Lo use the medical examlimntions as a meens of
secking out the slightest evidenw of lead absorgitions I
have also lunstructed medical men o inspect mixing plants
from time to tive aund to be on the alert te discover any
ovidenco that the regulstlions are not bolog adequatoly
corried out. Dy this double means of examination of the
men and suporvision of the squipment, I have expectod
50 nalontalin precise and accurate operatlons, with the
full confildence that 1f such presislon verse dhrtalned,
there could he no cases of polisvoing..

tur experience has shiown ug
thnt Qda”ﬁ 3ly examinationg of the men and guarterly
inopections u“ theo mixing plants are gulite adequsts
in maﬁntain¢nv the ecare which is necesanry. I do oot
belleve, therofore, that yoa will Lind 1t uocessary
£0o examive the men more fr@gmentiy than thla, nor do I
think you neod Lo unduly aslermed about the dangers to
the men, :

I vwould appreciate 1e vory
nuen 1f you would coumwmunicate %ith me from Uime to time,
letiing me kuow of any difficultlies which may arise 1o
econ-ection uith your work iun thies field, Por my part
I will Weep you supplled with further iaformablicen na
it develops so that you may be awere ol any new factorsg,
In this cummection I should, perhaps, invite your apeciel
attention to the problem of the cleaning of tauks which
have been used for mixing cnd atoring losded gaszolline,
I shall not go into the dotails of this problem at this
time since the whole metier 1s under study, and since
we shell socon be in pogition to issue.a publication on
it., Homeovor the regulations uhileh vwe have designed for
preventing danger to workmen 1n this type of work are
very necesssry and gshould be put into effect., One of
the articles which I anm sending you nmeles gsome mention of
this problem and defines briefly the origlin of the leasd
exposure, It is necessary to recognigze that in this
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exposurs we do unot fear ohronic lead polsoning bus
rather an acute typo of cersbral intoxication which
13 30 drematis olinically, snd uhich 1s s0 sericus
from the point of visw of outoors,

With ve:t wishes for the
success of your work, I am

dlucerely yours,

15K el Mobert 7, RenoGylieDe

ce Dr, de Prisster
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