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STOCKHOLM — In the [ace
\Q [ grim verbal and visual evi-
dence from Japan of what
heavy miclals and chlertnated
hydrecarbons can de 1o hunan
0< beings, o key committee of the
Unlled Nations Corierence on
T the Human Environmcul has
\\ approved a call to all nations
to minimize e relcase of
V\ such substances into Lhe envi-

¥ ronumnent.

While avoiding a judpment
on the ¢liccts of supersonic air
traftic on chmale or health, it
alse voted yesterday to ask

Q nations underiaking programs
.that mipht aiter the ciimate to
*carefuily cvaluale' the re-
sults. The {ruits of such re-

™\, search would then be dissemi-

* naled to the world “to the

maximum extent {easible.”

. The laiter qualification was

. fnseried &t the auggestion of

: the Uniled States and ap-

&umd by a small margin.

owever, Lhe liZ-nation com-

'S mittes considering ihese rec-

¥  ommendations then agreed 1o

¢ the final text without dissent.

{\ The commiliee, one of Lhree

¥ considering the agenda items,

met a3 the conforence began
S ils working ssssions.

Ny . Changes Unlikely

Whils all decistons made in

+he commiliees must go be-

fore ihe final plenary scisions,

representation in the plenary

scssions will be the same, 50
chanpes are unliely.

. Te underiine the urgeney of

=~ the recominendation o loiic

substunces, e Japancie pres

sentet] a rupoct on three Lyws

e of poizominz that have struck

their popuiation,

One., as of Fedruary, had

favoived 1,031 people, of whom

16 have cied, Jt was traced to

tho leakage of poiychiorinated

bipheayl (PCB) iato rice bran
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oil, widely used In Japanese |
cooxing, '

Olficjals of the World Ifealth
Organization said Lhis incident
was the first ludication Lhat

_gg:n ean be {5tal. Iceause the
suustance has been widely
uscd in a varjety of thinps,
including paints, electrie insus
lation and carboniess paper,
and beenuse it is not appetiz-
ing to bacleria, it hag been
accumulating in the environ-
ment,

One cause [or concern s the
strong chemical simitarity of
PCB to DDT, which is even
moro widespread but has not
been shown, so far, o be a
serTjous threat to human
beings. 1

Japaoese Disease

The Japonese also veported
on the itai itai disense, which
{or many years guulod physi-
clans along the Jintu River of
Honshu Island.

The diseass which causea
the bones to becoms excruciat.
ingly painful and break with.

_even normal body movements,
was {inally traced in the late.
1920, to cadmium poisoning.

For years the metal had
been entering the river in efs
fluent from a silver, lesd and
zinc mine upsiream. The river
water was used for irrigstion
and the meta) had soaked into
the soii of rice paddies.

Since the source of the dis-
eate was traced, 132 victims of
the direaso have been icenti-
fied, of whom 32 have died,

The third and best known of
the poisoninz ontbreaks s'ruek
thos¢ eiding firh and sbhalilich
from Minamata Bay on RKyu
siu Island. Now known as
Misamata disease, it has beea
traced to methyl mereury dis-
charzed by a chemical plani.
As of March, 181 victims had
been identified, of whom 53
had died. .
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