
12, 1937

Dr. G. F. Mam s  '
Director of Laboratories  
The State Board of Health  
Jefferson City, Missouri

Dear Doctor Adamsi .

. ■ Yon áre quité right in believing
that is© have been Interested in the accumulative effects  
of lead in human beings in connection with the spray  
residue problem* However we have not published any work  
on the investigation of this specific problem* /$hat we  
have done is to study the ingestion and excretion of  
load in a very considerable number of persons in various  
parts of the United States, in an effort to determine the  
general magnitude of normal and inevitable lead exposure,  
and the fate of such small quantities of lead in the  
animal, organism* This, it seems to me, has an import ant  
relation to the problem at issue, but it does not deal  
with it directly*

' There have been a very large
number ©f articles written on this subject and from a  
variety of points of view. However there is really very  
little experimental evidence, and there ara very few  
observed facts, as applied to the human subject, which  
permit ©fconclusions of any significance* As to the  
injuricus effects of spray residues on the consumer,
I think there is practically no evidence* In fact, so  
far as I know, most of the people who have been looking  
for evidence of injury among persons exposed to this  
danger, have failed to find it* Thus the question at  
present is one.rof potential danger without, so far as I  
know, much evidence as to the actual magnitude of the  
danger. The most vocal proponents of the idea that spray  
residues are at present a serious menace to American health  
are a group of workers in Hew York for whom C. H. Myers seems  
to be the chief spokesman. So far as his published material  
is concerned, I regard his conclusions as unjustified from  
his data, and I regard his data as inadequate, almost to  
the point of absurdity, and also as being inaccurate, I  
feel quite safe in saying that the whole question is in  
need of very careful and thorough investigation, Haturally  
even with this point of view^ I do not feel that the efforts  
of health authorities should be criticized in any way when  
they attempt to set up tolerances for lead and arsenic in  
food materials, since it Is necessary here to have a wide  
margin of safety*
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Dr« G* F* Adams

In the articles which I am sending  
you# you will note a few references to this question of  
spray residues« These are by no means complete because#  
as you will seo# we have not been discussing this question  
in these articles* However# I think you will probably be  
interested In the question of normal lead# and In this  
connection I believe you «ill be especially interested  
in the sources of lead as I have discussed them to a  
limited degree in one of the articles in the séries  
which I am sending you*

. We are doing some experimental work
at present on hutian subjects who áre ingesting known  
quantities of lead in addition to that naturally occurring  
or accidentally occurring in their diet* It will be some  
time before the results of this experimental work will be  
published« When they are published# I shall probably  
discuss this specific problem to scene degree# and at the  
same time will review the literafcure. Until that t ime  
I could not send you references to the literature without  
going through a very large amount of work to do so* Mean­
while I am doing the best I can for you by sending you a  
series of articles which X trust will be of some interest*

Very truly y curs#

RAKiiS kob ért . A* fceh œ  #" M . f>.
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