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PATEAugust 18, 1981

Field Problem - Brick Township (Ocean County), New Jersey

REF: JFW correspondence, same title, July 8, 1981
ACTION REQUIRED: Review for information

Enclosed are two articles from the Asbury Park Press deseribing the resolution of

this field problem. Staff has requested a copy of the report of the Citizens of Brick
Township for Asbestos-Free Water, as well as the Township Council statement.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.

JFW/ajb

Enclosure

ce:

copies to:

A. Kahn, Esq.

N. Rahn, Esq.

M. Greenberg, Esq.
N. Battle

Public Affairs Committee

H. Olson
B. Cook
I. Adams

T. Dougherty
D. Stinson
W. McCallie
B. Collier

HEGA/6
Chrono

International Affairs Committee

R. Dorner

E. van der Rest
B. Giboin

C. Walters
R. Hobbs

A. Saoulis

R. Jalan

V. Pattabhi
H. Hudson
C. Barton

S. Al-Tarkait
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Cmmcll ifmds ashesquta
‘means pipes pose no threat-

ey

BRICK TOWNSHIP — 'rhe Township
Council says it has determined that -the
asbestos pipes carrying water to about 10

percent ot the townshxp present no health’

" hazard. -

However, Councxl -President Joseph‘
Scarpelli said, in stating the council’s posi-
tion, that the issue “is an emotional topic

of significant concern which warrants con- .
“tinual, factual study.”

Based on its conclusions, the council
determined there is not sufficient evidence
to warrant replacing the pipes at this time,

Joseph Potoczniak, chairman of Citi-

zens of Brick Township for Asbestos-Free -

Water, said he was disappointed.
The council, he said, did.not recognize

*the studies the citizens' group noted in its
40-page report on the possibility of con- -
- tracting cancer from ingesting asbestos.

Potoczniak, an industrial engineer with
a master's degree in science management
from Stevens Institute of Technplogy, and

P« e

other members of the asbestos-free water

group met with a committee of council.

members two weeks ago.

*The asbestos pipes were put in the
ground by private companies. The town-

- ship eventually incorporated the pnpes into

the municipal water system. .
Although only about -10 percent of the

“township has asbestos water pipes, the sys-

tem is a series of loops, so water going to
other parts of the township also travels

through the section with asbestos. .

In a statement it released, the council
reached three conclusions: - L

o Asbestos, a minera), is in the water
naturally and may be introduced into the

water system by the asbestos _cement -

pipes. :
oThere is no “direct scientiﬁc evidence
which links the ingestion of asbestos fibers
to cancer” according to a National Insti-
tute of Health study released in July..
sHowever, *based on present levels of
scientific knowledge, it is not conclusively
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proven that the ingestnon ot asbestos fibers
is safe.”

Polocmiak, who rehed heavily on a
variety of scientific studies linking the
ingestion of asbestos to cancer, said there
is disagreement among scientists as to the
validity of the methods used in the Nation-
al Institute of Health study.

- Council members and members of the
Municipal Utilities Authority have estimat-
ed that it would cost each homeowner in
the township $80 a year for 40 years to re-
place the asbestos pipes.

The council made three formal re-
quests in concluding its report:

»The utility should continue monitoring
and testing the water for asbestos fibers.

o The utility, relying on various govern-
mental agencies and the citizens’ group,

should keep abreast of research on the ef- -

fects of asbestos.
o The utility should “seek to alternate
asbestos fiber filtration systems.”
-Scarpelli stressed that “the issue has
not been swept under the rug."”
. Councilwoman Mary Anne Butler, who
met with the asbestos-free water group,
said she is continuing-to organize a survey

“to determine whether the incidences of

cancer has been hxgher in some sectxons of
the township. -

Potoczniak, who sald he p!ans to re |

lease another report.on his group's re-
search, will speak on the subject 8 p.m.
tomorrow at the regular meeting of the;
Democratic Club. .
All may attend the meeting ln the
Municipal Complex. BRI
NN
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" BRICK TOWNSHIE — T6 the officials °

who would have to ask residents for §5 mil- ,
lion to replace asbestos water pipes, there
is a question as to whether asba‘us causes
cancer when ingestad. . ’ .

But to  several. residents’ who have
spent months preparing a detailed, wpage
report on”the removal of asbstos cement
pipes, there is little qu.eshon.

“The amount needed .to start cancer
will alwayx, be a-hot issue,” said Josephk J. -
Potocznlak, chairman of Citizens of Brick-
town for Asbestos Free Water, adding that’
research on inhalation is more prevalent
than research on ingestion. e N

Either way, Potocznlak tdld Towns)ﬁp
Council members David Wolfe, Mary Anne
Butler and Charles Anderson that the
cancer-causing fibers wind up in the hlood.”

“The general conclusion that we're .

‘ drawing here is if you are exposed to large

quanities, over a short period of time, it's
the same as being exposed, to small quani-
ties over a long period,” hesaid. -

“It may take 20 to 50 years before the
effects are known," he sald. - ’

Andrew R. Ciesla, executive director of
the Municipal Utiliies Authority, said the
real Issue is not whethet asbestss, a knowm
carcinogen, s in the township’s water but’
whether it causes cancer when ingested.

*7T don’t think there is enough evidence
that it presents a health bazard,” Clesla
said after the discussfon. *. * C

He agreed, however, that Potocmniak. -
made a good point when be noted that'a-
federal Environmental Protection Agency.
study states 8 to 9 percent  the country’s _
asbestos workers get gastrointesﬁnal cnn»
cere, -

The towmshrp pumhased the plpes =
quadousoyeamaaowbenit took over a
private water company, Wolfe sald. Tod-

_ day, those pipes make up about 10 gmt_m:
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Therearelevelsofasbestoshwatai‘

Cleslasald. 7 - o

However, be sald, it &s too m&y’to =y
Wwhether the levels, which average moooo
" fibers per liter, are signiﬁmt. .

“.+ Some samples, taken {n.Sutten Village, ; ;
revealed leve]sotmanﬁbasperhmr,.

Clesla said. | Y
. "I!part:chsarebreakmgodmeplpa
theywouldgo!hmughﬁxeenﬁmtawmhip,
l:lcause thewater system is looped"

d‘ . .

But, Ciesla ald the ln!om:adon doa
not nemxﬂy mmn the pipa are erod-

oM TPe ve s Kasapiss

Potoamak called, (or the township to
-replace the asbestos cement plpes vmhl

‘ducme fron pipes.

On this, too, the experts differ, sanl
William Miller, authority chairman, -

The ductile pipes are coated with a'
- seal that may leak polychlorinated bi--
phenyls (PCBs), .and plastic pipes may;
leak vinyl chloride into the water, Miller
said .

Mrs.Butler saidmecouncn should con
sider surveying the area with asbestos
plpestodeterminei!ﬂmmeerratethae
lsgreatsthanothersecﬁansottbemwn»

\.L’

“It’s not a question of money,” Mm.’
. Butler said of replacing the pipes. “I don'ts
wanttnﬁndoutlnmyarsthatwesn:
hereandd:dnothlngandp:atmm_
_developing cancer.” .:

"rmwiningtopaywtotmyom
podtet. 1 think it’s that sa'b.xs," Wo.us

nmdd'mst:Smmian!ompla.eeM
pipu.naousttoeachmdento(m
* year for 40 years.
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. Developments with asbestos pips‘{b', :

clude Hollywood Maunor, Sky Maned:
Greenbeiar, Burnt’ Tavern Mancr,
Mills north and south. and &mou Vmagt
Cieals sald= -
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