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‘Desr Er, Potersons

May 11, 1937

Er. Cs A, Peterson
¥atiocnal Refining Company
Cleveland, Ohle .

I wish to acknowledge receipt

of & copy of a lotter fyom L. B, Paxton, Hankato, Minnescta,
coucerning a fllling statlon operator at Austin, I wish
elso to apolozize for my‘dela{ in replying to thia letter
which unfortunately was mialsld, , o -

' I sheuld 1ike Lo point out n
the beginning that theras Is nothing in ¥re Paxtonts lettor
wiiich would suggest that the oporabtor had lsad polsoning,
1% scems quite clear from the desoription of the case '
that his allmeant was that of gasolline dermatlbls, aggres
vated in some dogree by his uae of leather gloves which
tecams spturabed with gasollines I doubé il anyone conld
handle gasoline in thia fashion without develosing some
injury to tho skin. In as much as many people are quite
senslitive Lo gasoline, I should consider thils man rsather
fortunate in not having serlous damage doune to his skin,
After soms yesrg of experience end of study of thia problem,
we have been quits unsble to £ind that the small amounts of
¥thyl Fluid in gasoline inorssse its propensities for
producing skin irritations, Gasoline indeed 1s much umore
{rritating than ave any of the concentrated lngredients
of Ethyl Fluld taken by themselvea. Tetrasthyl lead in ita
pure formm 2083 not cause a aignificant degree of skin irrie
tation, whereas gasoline applled to the skin is known to
produce dermmatitis quite commonly. Uith the introduction
into gasoline of the products of various types of "oracking”,
1% becones even more (rritating eo Yhat gssoline dermatitis
is by no means an uncommon leslions ; :

‘ In most instances, I belleve, the
irritation 18 the result of the extraction of the oil Lrom
the skin, leaving it dry and cracked., Such a skin i3 easily
infested with results which depend upon the infesting organlams.
There is no specific remedy for this condition. It hag been
our experience that cases of thig type of dermatitis do not

. recover completely unleasg they avold all expo-ure to gasoline

until their skin is ontirely wells. Skin lesions may be trestsad
with any one of a mumber of mild antiseptic ointmenta. They
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;*ahsuld be droaaad vubhar ﬂrQQﬂently 90 that the small

" plmplemlike pdseuiea oan. be removed and oleuned up.
- This, of oourse, should bs done by a physicien, since

I moat people are na& abla to take care of thess lesions
themselves, and to kesp them clean, In no cave should

the man return to his work until the skin has entirely

‘clesred, and efterward he should uss great precemtion

tioA egainst oonuaoe with gasoline.

S | e .;I should mpprociate 1t if ym
wouxd Iez me know any furthier developmenta In this eass,

- and 4f I oan be of any further use, I should be glad to
‘do s0, May I suggest in thisg comnecticn that T can

bost be of gerviee to this mants physlelan, and I should
e plad Lo comunlioate wiﬁh him,if pussible.

I renlize by tiis time that the
patient has had ampla tim# to eolther bae eured or to beocoue
- worge, and I am, therefore, quite sorry for the delsy.

Very truly yours,

 RAKsls 0 s o :fiﬁ, ToDOrtG Ae LCNOBs Hable

cc Mr., Lewié -




