FINAL NOME

1EN CENTS

AN

N

. o

~
»

_ MONDAY EVENING, MAY 20, 1974

of -

52 PAGES

16

YOL CLXXXI—No.

e

5

Briefed on research

[, 2 $y BONALD B, S#0VGHTON -

s zs8 DENDMIS POHLITE
Ladsxine Timay Seft Weitoy

3 Qvem chemical firras, intiuding the

~5 B. P, Gotsrich Co., keow of preliminary

13 bat sigai:rr—.xrxt data lzking exponuire 1o

2 sinylchliniie gas o 2 rsre liver vanter,

but the iricmmetion was not made pablic

for more then & yeIr,

While zcinoxliedging thd the oo
troversial scichilfie imformsiion hinting
8l g link Meroeen the chemical snd can-
cer was fosevsd M o8 meeting of in
dustry representalives om Jan, 20, 1973, a
spokesman for ihe )-s:w.fmunng Chem-
ity Associsiion {(HCA) sid the Ex
ropean firmys Uil g:om*tfd the informa-
tion ingisied (had it be ket confidential

And 3 siokesman for Goodrich would
scknouledze oaly that s renresentative of
the compaoy sltepded one of more
meelings” 2t which the scientifie findings
were discusied. -

Yarlier this moath the pretideat of the
Geodrich chemical division. Anion Vit
tone, s3id the furst he knew of 3 stody
exablishing an apparest link between ex.
+3 posute to the chemical and the liver eane
oot mgmsxrmm was in February of this
sear, when an lialien ‘hu did the ro
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sareoraa” until Decemsber of 1ast year,
Death of 3 anneunced here

In Jxnoary, Goodrich announced that
three of its Louisviile emp‘o)u had died
of anpiosarcema afier years of exposure
to vimt chioride, and thst some of iy
emploves here were showing liver ab
normalitics on medivad teris Nearly a
monih later the wakx of the Ilalian re-
searcher. Dr. Cesare Mafion: of Bologna,
was repoeried publicly by the MCA.

However, noics of the Jaa. 30, 1973,
meeting show that Willam E
McCormick, manazer of environmenial
ocmtrols for Gowdrich, represenied the
3 chemical disian st the MCA meeling
A (McCormick relired “a year to
"4 months axe,” sccording to the Goodrich
spakesman, He couid not be loested fof

Chamical firms knew
of cancer link in 73

cxEment and the Goodrich spokemmas
taid he 4 nol know wihal, if gny, aclinns
had been taken within the COmMpANy 31 &
result of any repoits MeCormick mizst
?m) made on tbe wrlideniial MCA meets
ng

The MCA cpotesmxn tald today that
the Jan. S) meeting annarently wis the
first at which chemical firms in this couns
1ry learned of the Eurepean resestch {nts
A possible liver eancer produced by exe
pomre to viey] chioride. He also chumd
that the Bunmn research was reported
as being of “high qualiny” u\a com.
parable ‘o wcienlific research work m
in AmeTican laborsiories.

Asked 2bout this point {oday, the pub-
licrelations spoekesman for Goedrich
apain stressed ihe firm's position ihat ia
cariy 1973, tbe Majtoni research w23 “nst
romplete” snd the researchers jindings
were “inconciusive.” e said he was oot
aware that the nresident of the chemical
division of his {irno had said be was una
ware of Maitehi's work until this year,

. The potiicrelations map at MCA said

*mm had beem “greal reluctance” by Ew

Teptan firms o share their wieniific dats
until they were guaracteed it would ba
kept 1n confideice.

He sid the HCA commitice sgread u
keeh the data under ureps Dee, 20 and
the Jan. 30 mevting was then scheduled.
The Europesn firms were identified a3
Montedison, whrch iritisted the Maitomi
study: Imperial Chemics] Indusiries: Sob
vay. snd RbeoeProwm). Al least one of
tbore firms, Trmperizl Chemical. has wineg
repontied that at Jeast one of its workess
died of 2ngiosarcoma.

MCA i3 now preparing 2 timneishle o
the sequence of events lsading up to the
aswociation's fing] pudlic snaouncement
of the European research ihis Februwy.
It expects 1o issue u-.u informstion latep
this week

Meanwhile, & sposeamm for the N»
tional Industrizl institute for Occupations
&l Ssiety (NJOSH) raid the federa] epcme
¥ is &il] UYIDE to deicrmine whe within
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Chemical firms knew of cancer hnk in ‘73 ‘

W Frem Page Ons
the iastinte was t0}d lasgt snmmer by Dy,
Maltoal of the researcher’s findings.

Maltonl, who made a partial report on
8s findings (o £2 international oM
posiam on caocer Getection in April last
year, has deciined to e3y whom bhe
warned in the indtitute.

The NIOSH epckesman scknowiedged
the continuing coninsion in reconsiract
tng who told who what and when about
the possible dangers of exposure 1o vinyl
chloride. Then he added his own opinivn
that the Jan. 30, 1973 MCA meeting to

. discuiss the European research raises the
go;dbﬂhy that the chemical industry
wxy have beent jooking for liver eaacer

—_—— -

demage after that date without publicly
discloking the fact,

Al Goodrich, earlier tegtimony by Vit-
tone, the head of the firm's Clevelnnd,
Ohia, based chemical division, inditates
tht a pomsibie medical predizm winh
vior} chloride may have been garpecied
in 1554, when sevesa] Louswilie workers
began having » rire hand Gisease, but
this was later cleared up after cloaning
procedures were changed

Then, in May 1970, Dr. V. L. Vicls of
Rome, ltaly. began reporting tumoare in
rats expased fo vinyl chlende, and pa
indudry committice pit together by MCA
“leamed of smilsr animal  teszacch
which had been irutisted by some E£u.
mpefm - .. manufargurers some tive
sfier Dr. Viela's repert ™ secording 18 Vit
lome. This was spparenily a refeencs to

Then, Vitlone noled, the BCA begmn
gnimal teg last Sepiember snd =
Susirywide study in December, Goodricy |
it resimed liver tesis i3 &+oisrmev
aftler itz fouisvile plamt ohvse=an @2 -
tectad liver problems amwmg waxsrs m .
late spring. Those lesiz ware compieied
{n Decemder and, togetbher with the un ¢
covering of the deaths from tsf;iasat-f
toroa, led to the Jarzuary angouncersent |
byGwdnchlhubckedcﬁlhtwmc
controversy about viny! chicride.

Exporure 1o viayl ehloride, 3 kev chem. |
eal 1o rouch of the plastics indusry, Ras
pow beem linked with the dsrthbs of 13°
Americen chemical workers sod six urk
&3 OVErIRAL.

viarichioride probieo
H
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