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uls asSestos 2 major 3
sollutant?

Dust counts taken in New York

City and other urban areas
show that astastos ievels in the
community #if are many times
lewer than levels considered o be
sale tor onzupational exposure. in
axdition, recent evigence indicates

_that small quantities of asbestos

fiber from natural sources may
have existed in the ambient air for
perhaps thousands or even millions
of years. Man thus peotiadly evoived
into his preseat form in 30 atme-
sphere tontaining some Jsdestes,

Qa brake linings emit much 3s-
destos into the air?

A Uniled States Pubic Health

Service study shows thal oniy 3
tiny fraztion of the asdestes n
Deaxe Limsngs s reie3zses o the wf
0 its onignal form when deakes
are apghed. The rest 1s converted
inlc fosiente—a ni~ idegus inert
materia—dy the heat of frct-on.

Q Ooes the yse 3¢ 25923108 2an
disease o the gen2ra oul

There is no evidence, scientific

or Gtherwise, IRat 3aycne an
the gensral gudhc has ever on:
teacted any disease Irom exposure
to the minute amounts of asdes.
tos released into community #it
through the use, application, or
wearing and weatheriag of fin.
ished asdestos products.

Can 3 dittle dit of ashestos kil
you? -

Long-term medical studies of

occupationally exposed workers
show that low to moSarate tevels
of erposuce to asdestos do not
fead to 2n increased rate of dis-
ease. [n these siudres, 3 higher
than normal intidence ¢f G:sease
was found only amang empicress
expcsed o Migh concentiations of
dust for long penocs of time.

Once asbestos enters the fung
do2s all ¢l 1t remasn there lor
ever?
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whet hitlie was 220wn of the
amount of 3sdest3s 3 human teing
could tctaryte 3nd when ine dust
cortrel equepment 10 yse was act
33 ehicient or 3s sopnmsticated as
it is todyy. With preseat medica!
kncwisdze and loday's improves
dust canlrei measurss, howsver,
there 15 every reason o beleve
that these cases will decrease in
the future ang asbestos-related
disease will ce3se to be 3 major
occupational problem.

Can asbastos be used sately in
the warkalace?

A Asbestos fiber can be handied
and used on {he job with com-
pletesafetysalong 3scertainBasic
precautionary measures are fol.
lowed. These include careful han.
dling of fiber bags to prevsenl tear-
ing and spithing. the use of dust
control exRaust neods 2t ail stages
of in shant nynding where gust 1S
unavigaty cieales, the weanng
of 1espuaisry drotechive equip
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tanen 1 the United Siales
studies orovided informatier *H gt
belame Ine basis tor dust cactis
DI 3MS 10 Ahe wdusity whign
have been improved 3nd espard=s
ove: the years. Tens of mitlions of
doilars in soghisticatesd snd eff.-
cient equipment and tezhriques
have been devoted o praveating

the inhalation of asbestos dust by

warkets in the mimag 3nd milkrg
of ashestos and 1n the manufaciure
of asbestos-containing products.

Thecugh the tnstitute of Jceups-
ticnal and Enviranmental Healtn in
Montreal the Industrial Health
Foundation 1n Piftsdurgh, and se
lected hospitals and unwversities.
the mdustry is sponsaring or co-
operating in major enidemiolegical
and other research projests Je-
signed to identify and elimmate as-
begios relaled health risas withun
the ndusiry, and aiso !or tadrica
lors an¢ apphicators o! linshad
33oes5i0s<antamng prodatts

For Furthec information Contact.
ASBESTOS IRFORMATION ASSOCIATION /NORTH AMERICA
22 £ast &Qth Street, New York, New York 12006
212 6618208
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