'PCB production to halt in '77

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Monsanta Judusteial Chemicals _ production sites, the EPA contends.
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Co. wili halt production of PCB Insulating fluids next
year decause of the public’s fear of adverse effecis
from the chemical. .

Monsanto will withdraw completely from the
market no later thaa Oct. 31, 1977, said Earle H.
Harbison Jr., genera) manager of the {lrm’s specialty
chemicals division.

Harbison said the target date would have been
sooner, but electrical transformer and capacitor manu-
facturers have said they would be usable to convert to
other materials any eartier.
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EPA Administrator Russell E. Train praised Mos-
santo’s decision, terming It “a sigoificant step in deal-
Ing with the total problem of PCB contamination.”

But he noted that PCBs aiready in the environment
“will be there for years, moving into life systems.
including humans. The problems still need to be ad-
dressed vigorously by government and industry.”

PCB bas been blared as a major source of poilu-
tion in New York’s Hudson River. New York State
officials and the General Electric Co. recently reached
agreement for GE to contribute $3 million toward the
cost Tt;'f. cleaning PCBs from the Hudson.

The Environmenta! Protection Agency has found
that PCBs build up Ia the environment and are thought
o cause reproductive lailures, gastric disorders and
skin lesions in mammals.

About 300 million pounds of the virtually inde-
structible chemical have bees dumped into landfills,
leaked into water supplies and allowed to sift into

of PCBs in waterways, Harbison
said, triggered the firm’s decislon to cease production
as 5000 ag the eloctrical tndustry covld find alternate
fluids and convert {ts equipment and components to
their use.

Monsanto had earller quit making PCBs lor use in
carbonless copy paper, fire-resistant hydraulic fluids,
heat transfer fluid and plasticizers.
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