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L/’\PG"ST ASBESTOS COMPAKIES FORM HEALTH INFORMATICH ASSOCIATION

Information about asbestos. and health, including industry cfforts and accom-
plishments in identifying and contrelling asbestos/health hazards; will be circula-
ted by a newly formed Asbestos Information Association/North America. Yormed by
eight of the'largcst companies in asbestos nanufacturing, the AIA/NA will correct
the “many misleading or crroneous impressions" of the nature of the occupaticnal
and possible public health hazards associated with the manufacture and use of
asbestos and asbestos-containing products, the Association-announced. .

. Current actions on asbestos cited by AIA/HA's Secretary, W. P. Reines, jnclude:

(1) Hew is preparing repert recommending nev Federal dust standards for asbestes
processing plants and mines; (2) medical experts committee of Rational Academy ef
Sciences is drafting recomsendations for control of asbestos dust emissions into the
ambient aiy under grant from EPA's Office of Air Pollution Control; (3) nurher of
state and city governments, including New York City and Philadelphia, are cor
proposals to ban or strictly repulate use of certain ashestos products, pr
asbestos-containing spray insulations employed in high-rice Luilding ccnsrructio;

] Asbestos is busvcnl]y an occupztional health hazard, Raincs said, and therc
1s no evidence ‘of, hazard to the general public from capocure to the minute ancuats
of asbestos that may be in conrunity air. Sonma doctozu, r*Lers, and others hove
"translated the oecupational hazard to the genersl pub)

'st differences in the anmount of ezposuxe br-chn the r\o orou,>." A “orker vinployed

a level of 5 fibers per cubic certineter of alr, reconrended as safie by the
/u.uer:c_an Conserence of Goveramentuad &g .!J)(.UhLJJuJ. u)z,_.\t.ll;.u\..) for [ satlonsl
sure, has an cuposurc at least 30,000 to 100,009 times higher than that of the average
Hew Yorker, who in o lifetime of 70 jyezrs euld be exposcd to an ameunt 1o preater
than s mine or plant crployen won ]d CLPGYlLULC 1n two-and-a-half working days, he
cajd, . . . . ’ ) e, s ..

*Low occupaLlonal Jevels of cxposure have produced no disease, Raines statbed,
citing epidenmiological stuly of occupational-groups in Yogland,. the U.S., and
‘Canada. Ashestos-1related disease at higher than normal incidence “was found only
.among long-term amployces cxposed to high concentrations of dust in their work."

Asbestos concentrations in both the workplace and in community air con and,
in most instances, are being satisfactorily controlled,.and there is thevelore no
reason to ban the use of any asbestos—containing product, Raines said.

President, of ATA/NA is Harold McNabb, president, Piping and Plastics IFde
tiies Division, Certain-teed Products Corp. Directors are from the National Gypsum
Co., GAT Corp., Flintkote Co,, Johns-Hanville Corp., Panacon Corp., Hoadward Iron
Co., and Raybestos-Manhattan. : R . .
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