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ECONOHES S BY
N POLLATION U

'Mine's Dumpings In Lake
Pit Environmentalists
Againgt Company ||

! By WILLIAM E. FARRRLL
J Smecial t0 Tha Xew Yesk Thons:
* MINNEAPOLIS, Aug. 28 «i.
A complex pollution trial under{,
fway in Federal District Court]
{here pits the Government, fivej:
environmental groups and Wis!
consin, Michigan and Minnesota|
against the Reserve Mini
y and & number %ﬂ
Chambers of Commerce and
small towns whose economiesj
are inextricably linked to the
|company’s miming operations.
The trial, about to enter its|
fitth week; iz considered by
many to be a classic confron-
tal over a pollution issus.
1ts origins date to 1068,
At that time the Federal}

ly to persusde the company,
locucdp:t Silver Bay, to stop!
{dumping 87,000 tons of taconitej
teilings daily into Lake Superi-
or, something the company has}
done for 18 vears and some-|
thing the Government says)
causes widespread pollution of|
tlhbo?y of wn;e; thought fx‘o l])le
¢ largest and purest fresh-
water lake in the world, The
n;llinga are gralns of o‘rﬂe frnn; .
which magnetic particles of
Iron have been extracted. 3
In addition, the
contended that the cmpln‘y's'
use of the lake 23 2 dumpm
Emund hastened its ecologi
ecline  and violated water|

The Reserve Mining Com
the

Steel Corporation,
Sult Filed in *72

A Federa) suit was finally]
brought t  Reserve inj
February, 1972, at the request!
g{‘ mMA EnvnmAmenm‘

gency.  Agency
spokesmen $u; that tha)
suit had beenm because]
Willis Boyer, chairman of Re-
public, was a vice chairman of|
the Ohio Republican Finance|
Committee, and C. William Ver-
1ity, head of Armeo, was a Re-
publican fund reiser,

In June of this year another;
{ssue mrose when the E.P.A.
released & report uyh:; that|
‘“high  concentrationy of
potentially injurious asbestos
Ifibers had been found in the|

for the clty of Duluth‘and the
{smaller communities of Silver
;::y, Beaver Bay and Two Har-

Ta.

" The Federal agency ‘said that
{while there was *'no conclusive|
:evidence” that the lake water

wud unﬂtdl!or co‘l‘uumpm‘n e
“prudence dictates that an al- tlons, the company said, would
ternate source of drinking wa- W ;
ter found Vel un, resylt in “severe economic re-
Q,Mb,:n'»? far very young percussions" in northeast Min-
The contention by the Minne- nesota and other areas of the|
sot;xr'ollubzlon Control Agenfy state, -
-and later by a govamment wit- One of the questions that has
ness ot e tria] was thal the been posed during the trial by|
ashestas.type fibers detected in United States District Jud
Duluth's water supply could Miles Lord 1o what the effest
only have come from Reserve’s ight be If he ardered th ertec
e e B " pany. shut down If It s dof
In court Tt e ey o ey ™ cualsned o’ e
resen o0 " Serve’s n waste is a
e oot Sidence’ Ihealth hazard. He sald It was
found in a mineral calied cum- 2 matter he wanted pursued at
mingionie, 1 subsunce, (e Oher ot i sgniican de.
Superior  from  numerous |velopments in the trial to date|
streams located on the Cana. has ‘been Judge Lord's rullng
dian “side of the lake's basin. &1&;‘,‘.‘,“:{.‘2“.&,"‘" fﬁ?{f ;;
On-Land Disposat the water — by discharging po-
The Government is insistin tentially injurious  ashestos}
that the company dispose tibers would be heard during|
its waste from its mining proc- the trial,
o8 on land at mu?ﬁ nh., The chu}e, strenuously op-
where Reserve mines the taco- posed by Reserve's attorneys,
nite that is shipped for pr 'was made by the Environmental|
ing to Silver Bay 47 miles Defense Fund, one of the plain-
away. Reserva aaid that on. tiff-intervenors in the case. The
iand disposal was not feasible, fund, a nonprofit environmental|
since & revamping of i op. group com of scientists, |
erationa to permit such a metl.| % an iz based
od of di | would cost mqrd] in Hast Setauket, L. L.
than million, a sum te the waning Mesabi ir§T The fund’s motion was also
company says It cannot X ny w y attorneys for the|
its pre-Urisl brief, one Bfyees 18 per cent of the Un! | Government who said
documents filed [ @atag iron ore used in ey wanted the guestion of
the case, Reserve sald it wo try's blast fumaces. _[air pollution to be taken up in
establish that Reserve’s meth Th: company estimates thiet separate co on,
of talli 833 employhs Studies of asbestos workers
T e Elifioant adversc Jfck this year afe receiving [Bave shown that they had KA
it was ‘the best avaiaphayroll of $46.million. It sajeath rates from cancer of
method for minlmizing »

12 budget for purchase of mgolon, lungs and stomach.
DErisls and supplies will ¢#===——=——~
343 vendors

patential adverds ecclogical $E7s semillion from 550

Reserve planeered In the prdddt the state. 1is state and locat
ass that frees the #on-bearifigixes

perces, .:vlll amount to $8.5-mil-
|particles from the taconite,{lgn, the company says.
|process that halped to re]fx te-{Any digruption oﬁu opera-

with ot tha suner Further wathout




