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Attached Is  ary summary o f  vhat h an d lers, m anufacturers and fa b rica to rs  o f asbesto s fib r e s  and asbestos products should be aware o f concerning asbestos and h e a lth . I  am d is tr ib u tin g  th is  summary fo r  the b e n e fit  o f  those who might be confused, anxious and in d e c is iv e  due to the barrage o f exaggerated asbestos hazard claim s by reporters and p o lit ic ia n s  over the past ten  y e a rs .
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ASBESTOS AND HEALTH
HOW DANOt&OUS IS A S B E S T O S ?------S t a t is t ic s  s h w  th a t workers who smoke and work In  high le v e ls  o f .  asbestos dust have gre a te r Incidences o f a s b e sto s ls , lung cancer and mesothelioma. S t a t is t i c s  a lso  show th a t workers who have never smoked re g u la rly  or worked only where asbestos dust le v e ls  are low have no greater frequency of asb e sto s-related  d iseases than the non-smoking general popu lation . I f  dust le v e ls  In  work areas are con trolled  w ith in  s a fe  lim it s  asbestos w i l l  not be a hazard to  personnel.WHEN SHOULD CAUTION LABELS BE APPLIED TO PRODUCTS?_________________________________Most asbestos f ib r e  con tain in g products are com pletely s a fe  because the fib r e s  are locked in  with b inders. Only when such products are machined or fa b ricated  should precautions be taken . Those other products which may release  asbestos f ib r e s  in to  the a ir  during h an dlin g, a p p lic a tio n , e t c . should have cau tion  la b e ls  a p p lied .. WHAT SHOULD EMPLOYERS BE DOING TO PROVIDE HEALTH PROTECTION FOR EMPLOYEESEmployers o f  asbestos Industry workers should do the follow in g to  safeguard th e ir  employees and to comply with the laws o f many co u n trie s:1) Provide a s a fe  working environment by keeping le v e ls  o f asbestos fib r e s  below perm issib le  l im it s ;2) While co r re ctiv e  measures are being taken employees should be protected by other means such as the wearing o f an approved re sp ira to r and/or s h i f t  r o ta t io n . These should be considered only as temporary or. emergency measures;3) Monitor the a ir  p e r io d ic a lly  to determine dust le v e l;4) Post warning sign s in  work areas where asbestos Is  used , when s p e c ia l precautions should be observed, when re sp ira to ry  equipment shouldbe used, e t c . ;5) Provide pre-employment, animal and term ination m edical examinations and check-ups fo r  a l l  employees exposed to  asbestos dust;6) Provide showering and change o f c lo th e s  area so asbestos i s  not carrie d  out o f  the are a ;7) Educate employees concerning p o ssib le , hazards o f asb e sto s, and on how to  avoid them. Encourage employees' cooperation fo r  s a fe ty  o f th e ir  h e a lth ;~ 8) -P r a c tic e  goiodL housekeeping. Use vacuum type clean er to c lean  up s p il le d  asbestos fib rev  Do not sweep or'broom .Most employers around the world are now p r a c tic in g  the above s a fe ty  and good housekeeping methods. The adaptation o f proper p ra c tic e s  are not a l l  that d i f f i c u l t  as they may f i r s t  appear.f # # #


