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AACPP's special counsel in California. It describes the finding of high levels of asbestos
in the drinking water in Humboldt County. The article reports the asbestos levels in
parts per million so Staff does not know if the reporter or the engineering firm has its
facts confused. .

Staff Recommendations
1,  That the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District be contacted and provided
the latest information on asbestos in drinking water. Staff is not aware
whether the District uses A/C pipe, but there is always the liability of spill-
over into surrounding municipalities which may use A/C pipe.

2.  That Member Companies obtain a copy of the Winzler and Xelly report and
forward same to AACPP,

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.
JFW/ajb
Enclosure
ce: A, Kahn, Esq.

N. Rahn, Esq.
B. Garcia (Winner/Wagner) w/o enclosures
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Ofﬂcnals Not Pamcked Awalt More Studies And Federal Money

By Pat Murkland
Bee Correspondent

"EUREKA — Water used for drinking

by more than 70,000 Humboldt County
" residents contalns one of the highest
. concentrations of asbestos fibers found
* in water supplies across the United

States, according to an engineering firm °

- study made public Thursday,
. - The asbestos, a fiber suspected to
. cause csncer, enfers water through erod-
- Ing serpentine rock along the Mad River,
according to the study by the Eureka
- engineering firm of Winzier & Kelly.

.. ‘The river is the main source of water *

. for municipalities served by the Hum-
boldt Bay Municipat Water District. The
district requested the engineering study
last year after a Unlversity of California

- researcher found a correlation between
gastrointestinal types of cancer and
asbestos in San. Franclsco Bay area

-drinking water,

‘Levels of asbhestos erodlng paturally
- into Humboldt water reservoirs far ex-
ceed levels of asbestos found in the Bay
area supplies and in drinking water
across the country studied by the US.
Environmental Protectlon Agepcy in

: 1978, the engineering firm concluded.
The average rate of asbestos In the

. Humboldt Bay district was 70 paris per -

.“million, while the Bay area averaged 25

-parts per million, according to-the engl-

neering firm.

.. Asbestos Jevels vary during the sea. .

s0n8 but show marked lncrease during
winter months, the study sald.

The firm recommended that county
health officlals ask the California De-
partment of Health Services to include
Humboldt County in current state and
federnlly funded research of Bay area
drinking water.

But the district board of dlrectors

« voted Thursday to hold back on any deci-

slon untit moreis known about the health
effects of asbestos.

“Qur board ﬂnanciauy s not In the
position to be a trailblazer in this” sald
board chalrman Rerbert Urban.

“It takes milllons and millions (of dol-
lars) to first ascertain what the problems
are and to deslgn flitering plants to take
care of them and this is being done all
through the country. We would prefer to

- walt for the federal government or the

state government or other larger agen-
cles to do something on this,”

The federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has established water quall-
ty criteria for toxic pollutants, But feder-
al standards for asbestos apply to waste
discharges and not to drinking water
standards.’

Urban sald that federal and state in-

formation wlll probably become avaﬂ- )
- @ble within the next two years.

. - “Possibly they'll mandate that we
bring it downto certainlevels and if they

" do, then possibly we'll recelve (inanclal

support on the mandate,” Urban said.
“We know that our native Americans

have been drinking it slnce time lmme-
morial. We know that the city of Eureka
has used Mad River water since the
1830s, and we're not prone to feel it's a
panic problem.”

But the engineering report sald it is
difficult to assess health risks from as-
bestos because {n many lastences, long
‘periods of time elapse before {rouble is

. detected.

“Nobody has deﬂned asbestos fibersin
water as truly being a heslth problem,”
engineer John Winzler sald,

Winzler sald sophisticated flitration
systems probably are the only way to
solve the problem,

“But again, nobody has mandated that
this be 'done yel,” he sald. “Neither the
state or the EPA has enough knowledge
that there Is a health problem or that you
should do anything about it.”

“Tbe EPA recommends, however, that
for maximum protection, people should
avold exposure to asbestos-contaminated -
water. The EPA estimates concentra-
tions of asbestos results fn additional life.
gotge cancer risks for one person in 100~

When the englneerlng ﬂrm compared
EPA’s criteria with concentrations of
asbestos fibers In the Humboldt water
supply, it estimated there is a Iifetime
cancer risk for approximately one per-
son in 500, The firm added, however,
that a statistical review of health records
was needed to support its estimate.
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