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ALIEGED LEAD POISONING CASE: OLX, VA. TERMINAL
, PIFE FITTER
WAY 18, 1

Conﬁrming our telephone conversatiom this morning with Mr.
Ge Te m and. &g K., J. Bmith;
: ma ‘attach a report in duplicate and copies of correspondence
hish we have prepared and sent to the Travslers comect-
1on with the alleged. lead poisoning case involving » a Con-
struction Department employee temporarily assigned o cleaning tanks at
the Norfolk, Ya. Terminal. '

Qa (April 1lth, Nr, aggisted by Mr. Robt, Alwine, Josoph
Schwarts, Gregm Kempton, A, Rutledge, L, Jamss and 8. Wheat (the latter
of whom is no longer with Gulf and hig address wnlmown) started to clean
Tank #111, a 25,000 barrel tank oontaining Aviation Gasoline., This tank
vas Tinighed om April 19th, and on April 20th, the seme crew started to
clean Tank #3.10, same size, and also containing Aviation Gagoline. Thisg
tank was completed on April 28th and the same crew sterted to clean the slop
o1l tank #£122, a 5,000 barrel tank, and were sagigned to this work from May
lat to May lzth inclusive,

After finishing this work, to the best of owr kmowledge, (IR
shoved no signs of lead poisoning or iliness of any nature; however, he was
apparently not feeling up to par and, on Wednesday, My 17th, ceme to
Philadelphia to his residence 1710 Wingchocking Bt., vwhers he was conﬂned
vith what was thought to de the Grippe, being umder the care of Dr, B. S
Seller, 7330 Ugontz Ave,, Philadelphia. Late Sunday afternoon, May 2lst, he
bocams more seriously 111 and Dr, Seller recommended that he be taken to the
Jewish Hospital, Broad 8t. & Tabor Rd., Fhiladelphia, was immadiately
placed in an oxygen tent when he arrived at the Jewigh ital ard, from
vhat we wmderstand, his condition vas diagnosed as Pnoumonia.

Late Tuesday afternoon he beceme delirious and completely out
of his mind and, as the Jewigh Hospital was not equipped to handle such
cases, he was taken to the Philadelphias General Hospital, 3Ltk St, & Cwr-ie
Ave,, Philadelphia, where he remeina at present, under the cers of Dr. Truman
G. Schnabelis, who bears an excellent reputation, and who is watching the cese

very closely.

This morning, May 2uith, Mr Wolff, Superintendent of Con-
struotion, received a call from Mre. tating that she had just re-
ceived a call from the hogpital informing her that in taking blood tests

ound traces of lesd poisoning and they suggested that she camtect Mr,

%loyer. We have been umsble to learm the name of the interms or

tor who

eave Mrs this informatiom,




2.

Thiuﬁs the first knowledge we had of any alleged lesd poisoning
being the cause & his 1llness, and we immediately called Mr. G. T, Ryan and
Mr, HE, J. Smith athe telephone for proper guidence in the handling of the
cage, _

Ee.vizg their authority, we immediately contacted Dr, George P.
Rouse, Jr., 2031iscust 8t,, Philadelphla end requested that he secure blood
samples to deteww the lead content blood stream. This was
handled in this mmuer because Walker ias dsngerously 11l and believed to
have only a ghorftime to live., The telephone circuit to Cincinnati was
busy and it vas m% possible to get an immediate call thrg to Dr, Kehoe. Dr,
Rouse is agsociad with the Travelers Insurance Co. and is comnscted with
the Presbyterianspital as well ag the Fhiladelphis Genmeral Hospital, In
addition to thisexperience, hs hag also handled several other cases of lead
poigoning for us.

Afterour errangement with Dr, Rouse wes completed, we were able
to get a wire thm to Cinmcimati and talked to Dr. Robert A. EKehoe, who
agreed that wnderthe circumstances, wo handled the situatiom satisfactorily
end he in twrn wa going to talk with Dr, Rouse to gee if it wore practical
to get two sets o blood samples, the firat to be tested by Dr. John J,
Reinhold of the Mla. Goneral Hospltal and the secomd set to be sent to
the Kettinger meies, Collsge of Medlcine, Cinoimnati, Ohio for D,
Kehos's a.nalyses.

The amming of the tankg ot Norfolk was under the close super-
vision of the Saﬁty Ingineer of the Ethyl Corporation, Mx. ¥Wm. Trelease,
and ag far as wem éetermine, all of the safety rules were sitrictly com-
plied with,

Mr. % L. Wolff, adviged Mr. Cronin, in charge of the Ethyl
Corporation offiw at 1816 Baltimore Trust Bldg., Baltimore, M3, of this
T2ty and wo unfivstand that he In turn has already contacted Mr, Oscer
Lewia, who incidmtelly was with Dr, EKohoe in Cincinnatli at the time weo were
talking with himaa the telephome.

It hm been suggested that ws have all the employees in the tank
cleaning crow exmined for possible lead conteamination and, if 1t meets with
your approval, weshall have Dr. Kehos make arrangements for this thrmu Dr,
Rouse, ag three of the men are residentsg of Philadelphim, and may be oxamined
upon their next dsit to this city. The other two can be examined by a local
physician in the ﬁty of Eorfolk.

We sxn of course keep you currently ini’ormsd. regarding the casge
end, if you have my comments, they would he app):ec:m1 d.

CFB:AH E, ¥, Moore
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