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February 29, 1956
r.~rr-.v aciy . X .o>» < o *_y Ctf cX o0,-V. jJArv
-V oai*>*> r e« -'Msmorandom Regarding. ® er_ ... .
Junvironmental Duet Surrey for
2 *u .. Tt;, Ar*brato” Textile. Institute VIV.S.-.'V
V. \i_. s “i*iver hand..* thovu-.u* r-v.AVVAC isr'*. i (A 1
>di iia hi« letter cf.Janusry.5, 19S6,->ix"-0,JB-.» Holrpep” Chair-

men, -A+tr Hygiene Committee, ,A*b«*Uia-Textile insUtute* asked the,
Founded« the cost and time It would .tihs| jo.zuabqg.”, dust survey .at
the same stations in each plant.aa_wecre-.used iA .the.AInst-Survey for

the Institute. 14 The previous investigation made by .fes.Foundation vras
a--prelim Inary- study -oith tbs object of defining the epccLfic nature and
the magnitude cd the problem«’ The study, consls.tc4.FUtInly of inapec-
tlcaa of the plants frith c. ILaaiUd npxnbtt; o fitlpst counts, 0.« most of
11» plants had'data available from oth«r dust-count.surveys,

j.-hv |, nr-jjWwUh regard to ft-duatao”™eynt®he present Umet the Jcmn-
.datlan urculd collect samples. and make .dual.counts lof ail the plants
Irsy-EHYcd and bane Its suggestions and recommendations cn the results

of their oct study, . Viu_ o, --‘\ )

ol .. lo. conducting the dust campling end counting.,.ihe Pounda-

tinr .-a-Quid, use the Lmptag<r.apparatus and. tho-commonly accepted

counting technique used for silica dust. It Is recognised that there



Mamorandum ro I2iirirorvm«nta.l Dust Survey
fnr Asbestos Textile Institute -2 February 29, 1956

is controversy regarding tbs tnechuiam of action of asbestos partic-
ulate matter. It is assumed by soma that the effects are due to fi-
bers} henca counting particlaa would not give a satisfactory measure
of the ha.ua.rd. On the other hand, there is some evidence that fine
particles also may produce Injurious effects. There Is no method
available for determining quantitatively the number of fibers present

in an airborne sample, and further, there are no data on which to
interpret the findings of fiber counts, even though a method were avail»
ablo. Kenco the impluger is relucted as the only practical method
readily available for a routine study, .

The results obtained by the impingor cannot be interpreted
diroctly in terms of potontlal injurious effects, owing to lack of in-
formation on the physiological effects of aaboetos. However, the re-
stilts should provide on lades of duoCLneas and indicate the efficacy
of present control measures and the need for improvement in those
areas which ars excessively dusty.

From the information enclosed with hir. Holmes' letter
of February 15, 1956, it is noted that olx plants are involved. It is

also noted that certain sampling stations have been chosen. While
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-Memorandum re Environmental Dual Survey
for ;Asbestos Textile Instituta - 3 February 2*?, 1956

the Foundation will follow the suggestion* of the cocnp&nloi in gen»
eral with regard to sampling locatLona, It would feel froe to »elect
sam pIi?\g location.» which it wao fait would give a bettor evaluation
of duet crpoturc.

The estimated cost of the survey is $6, 000 to $7, 500
plus travoi expensea. A rango Is given rather than a single figure

owing to the fact that it is difficult to give a precise figure without

having cmdo a personal visit to each plant.
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