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Asbesfos blamed -
By JEAN PEARSON checked to determine whether to determine not only what
Mews Science writer the heat-changed, .inhaled levels of beryllxum are
Asbestos in autombile brake  asbestos particles are as toxic dangerous but bow to immu- T
linings may be a potential as the inhalation of reguiu- nize persons exposed to the
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Medicine research team fears. Reeves 'said, is concerned they are examining the possi- —
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linings, building matena.ls
and, to some extt. in the
clothing industry, -

In addition to lung cancer,
overexposure to asbestos may
lead to asbestosis, a degenera-
tive type of lung disease, and
possibly to mesothehoml a
tumor of ‘the lining of the

"“But the final word zs not
known,” Dr. Reeves said,
ing that it is not known

‘«profeuor .of occupational and
environmental health, is doing ..

research on a number of
poténtial- and known health.
problems related to asbestos
and beryllium which is used in
a number of industrial pro-
cesses. His studies are sup-
ported by a grant from the
National Institutes of Health.

Though his research

Wayne,"” Dr. Reeves said, “‘we
found that, after rats had been

yet what thet- form -is sand _ tXposed - to_beryllium, they

“‘whether it'presents my—h‘d

hazard to humans.

. Seeking “the final word,”

Dr. Reeves and bis research
* team are planning an experi-

late the mechanical action of -
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" mental system that will simu-..

very high incidence of
cancer,

“But beryllium does not
seerm  to cause caacer m-
”humms or in guinea pigs. It is
a toxic substance that
ugyecrs to be species lpo-

Beryllium particles, how-
ever,

Dr. Reeves’' team i trying
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EACH MONTH, a selected
"group of the exposed guinem
gms are dissected and micre-

iological and chemical stud-
ies are made to
Teffect of the beryllium dust.

Dr. Reeves said asbestos is
much more difficult to study
than beryllium because of the

— chest ca or pleurs. -
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“In our research here nt'h‘ Desplta the researchers’

attempts to remove trace

metals, the "forelgn parti-

- cles”. introduced may be
inhaled along with the asbes-
tos particles;  ~

Then, the researchers have
a difficult time trying to
“escertain. whether the effects
upon the guinea pigs of the

inhaled matenel should be

attnibuted to asbestos or to the
trace metals,

Dr. Reeves serves on the air
peilution_ evaluation commit-
‘tee of the American Industrial
_hypiene Association.
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