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Mr. Harold Bosschenstain August 24, 1967

J. M. Briley Ceneral Norstad

Dr. Carey McCord (our medical cossultant at Michigan Daiversity
Instituta of Industrial Hygiens) tells me that thare {s very jittle doudt
in his mind that, witkin s year (or two at the outside) forthcoming studies
on lung cancer will condann asbestos and also {dentify certain resins as
prime suspscts. This raises two laportant ccamercial consideratioms.

Firet, as to asbestos.

We should do everything possible to substituts something for
asbastes in our Kaylo products. I understand that years of rasearch have
failed to find an economical way to substitute glass and, because ef tha
cheaical reaction batwvesn glass and calcium silicate, we will have to repesl
scae laws of physics defore ve can forses @ solution. If everyons has given
up on glass, what about scme other reinforcement?

If ve can sliminste ssbeastos, we will have s graat commercial
advantage wvhen the blitz hits.

Second, es_to resins. -

As I ses {t, we bave s three-pronged prodblem:

T

(1) Frex & purely defensive standpoint we must develop some sort
of caapaign to disassociate fiber glass (in the minds of ths medical profession,
at least, and possidly the pudlic from the rasina used by FRP fabricstors. I
don’t know yet how to do this, but one way can bde to have additiecal scfentific
studies and papers than we nov have undarvay; and

(2) From tha standpoint of preserving and enlarging our markets,
we should start an intensive R & D effort to find plastica that can be sub-
stituted for those vhich Dr. McCord has scientific reascn to believe may "
become highly suspect es cancer-causing. Dr. McCord should be ready in about
8ix wveeks to define what substances these might be.
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Accordingly, T propose that two small meatings be set up to evaluate
the problems end maks recomendations for actiom.

One would be s meeting (vith Doctor McCord), and comprised of &
representative of Burson-Marstaller, Jim Murphy, W.W.B, or Blauvelt, I.EB,
Edvards a'ad myself. This would have to do with ths “d{sassocistion™ problem.
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The ether would bde & mseting (with Docter McCord), and comprised
of J. R. Thonas, McEvoy and one or two top chemists frem R & D. This would
have to do with the ™substitution” problem.

If you share my concern, and agras vith my reccmmendatieas, X will
check vith Doctor McCord upon my rsturn and, {f he is prspared by then, proceed
to set up thase tvo meetings.

/'
JOHE MARSEALL BRILEY

JMB/ed

Incidsntally, Doctor McCord and I are making progress in leceting
a nedical dirsctor. We agraad yssterday on six possible candidates, and
revisved them with Doctor Magrusson (bead of the Michigan University School ef
Public Heslth). He will Quietly soumd thes eut, and ses vhich ({f sny) might
bs evsilabla. 1 am glad you havs approved this, because this area of eur :
business is going to become increasingly impertant in ths years abead.

01 027 0359 M



