.April 26, 1974 (CHEMICAL CORMPANY; A, Vittone
ce: E,W, Harrington
J.L. Felson

. E.B. Osborue

To:  Managesent Committee B.M, Zwicker
Briefing Group . PoJ, Weaver

R.D, Downey)

Fron: W, . Duke

The attached news relesse concerning public exposure to vinyl chleride
moved on the UPI wire lste yesterday end in en altered version this

aft:ernoon.

Oae query frem 2 newspaper bas resulted from the wice story., Ren Zimser,
vho is science editor for the Long Beach Independent Press Telegraph,
c¢alled the Long Beach plant and inoquired sbout the repor:. The Long
Beach plant referred the call to me,

1 returned the call to Hr, Zianser and told him that we had just seen

the story and that for further information be should cheek with the
Pnvironmental Protection Agency. I gave him background informatien

abont the Long Baach plant in regard to vuster of ecployees and products
manufactured, stressing the fact that it is5 an extremely small plant

which was started 4n 1560. I then gave hixz previously released inforcation
on the current FVC situation.

Mr, Zinser has rot used any of the FVC stories in his pewspaper up to
this point and will poict out in a short story in the Long Beach paper
" that there have been no exployee fatzlities at the Long Beach plent,
Mr, Zinsexr mentioned to me that he felt the report was most inzccurate
from @ scientific standpoint,

The Center for Science in the Public Interest is located st 1779 Church

. Btreet, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20035, YTel, 202-332-6000, It was
organized in 1971 as a Ralph Kader operation but apparently operates
independently with support from some foundations sud the publie, 1It's
a2 non~-profit orgenization znd has jovestigsted lead and other gasoling
additives, aerosols, asbestos and food additives, among others. Its
prineipals include Albert Fritsch, a Jesuit priest with a Ph.D, in
organic chenmistry from MIT; aod James Sulllvan, with a Fh.D, in
meteoroliogy and oceanography from HIT,
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TURGANE MADE IV A 10,600-CALLON REACTOR THERE IS & STACK E241SSION

WASIUISGTON (UP}) == A RESEARCH GROUF TOLD THE cox_*r:a::.\mn TODAY —
TéEBE T A "FEARFUL POSSIEAITY™ THAT FROPLE LIVIXG IN AT LEAST - o
THREE INDISTRIAL AREAS OP THE NATION ART BRING EXFOSED TO AIHEK)B.\’E..
DOSES OF VINYL CHIORDE, A CREMICAL LISKED 10 LVER CANGER,
TSE C#TFR FOR SCIENCE & THE PGELIC INTERFST GRGED THE

ENVIRO: «.E\‘TAL 'TOTECTION ABENCY TO HAVE STATE AGEXRCIES \KAR‘F

SEASUREZ'\E?\TS KEAR FACTCOREES BIMEDIATELY TD.DETEP.EL‘EE THE Em..\"_f:
OF THE HAZARD, | '

"WE REGARD THIZS AS A TOTENTIALLY SERIOUS PURLIC NEALTH PHOBLEM,®
IT 2410, "AND WORTHY OF IMMENMATE IXVESTICATION, OUR BESE:\RC“

I\‘n’r&ns THAT CERTAIN TOWNS AXD CITIES MAY BE SERIQUSLY AFFE CTED

BY \T‘l 1 t‘lxwmm. }'OLLL'TIO*:

-‘r

xr SI\‘(‘L’ED OTT THE HOLSION, TEXAS, AREA, SOUTIERS LOTNSIANA AND
mms.\ m-rrcn. AS THE THNEE PEDME AREAS WHLRE FACTORIES PRODUCE
55 J"CH U"\’\L CHIORIDT THAT SMUKESTALRY AIY VENTING 'Bi“ CHEXICAL.

HiGy nns:umx AND OTHER CLIMATIC CONDITIONS IN TIOSZ REGIONS, IT ADDZID,

COULD MAKE THE SITUATION WORSE. | R |
IT ALSD SAID TRRRE MAY EE A SIMILAR PHOBLEM TN THE PAINSVILLE,

1
[ISF

GHIO, ARTA AND AKOUND 1ONG DEACH, c.u.m'mm.
THE CENTIR SAID IT 5AD LIARNED TUAT L?"< OWXN MEASTHEMENTS

SHOWED n.57 paANIS PER ALLION vm' CHIORIDY. ALONG ROUTE 225

.l..,.m.':... R
e b ey s e s e

IN PASADENA, TEXAS, "IN THE HEART OF THE LARCEST VINYL CHLOXIDE

PROPLCING RREGION X THE UNTTRD STATES,"

.o
oM

zoodztez
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IT CALCULATED THAT AT TEE END OF EACH BATCR OF POLYVINYL

OF 5,000 GRAMS OF VINY'T. CHLOBIDE CAS, A PFB&O& t KPORTUNATE ENOQU(AT 10

BE mm'm’m 100 METTRS FROM THE EMISTION WOULD UF PXPOIED TO 200 paAnysS

PER 3OLLIOX, " 1T AUYED, BFG23907



