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INDUSTRIAL HYCtENE REPLY TO THE LAW 
TRENTON CHEMICAL PLANT - ASBESTOS SURVEY

GENERAL

A. Posting

OSHA Rules and Regulations do nee req u ire  posclng in area* 
where airborne asbestos concentra tions a re  oDk-i*-excels of che 
maxlmus allowable l ia lrf .  (C urrently  3 f ib e r s / c c ,  July l ,  1976A 
2 f lb e r s / e e P

i f  p o a t l ^  were required, the sl|ie%pi<MiflcAelo^ required by 
OSHA would be as follows«

Asbestos 
Dust Hazard 
Avoid Breaching Dust 
Wear Assigned Pro tec t ive  Equipment 
Do Noc Remain In Area Unless 

Your work Requires I t
Brest

In a d d i t io n ,  we believe  th a t  the i e t t a K r O E M M f 'p o f t* ,  of areas 
which have low « ir ro ra«  asbesM s f ib e r  concen tra t ions  
from the j ^ £ e c t l v e n e 3  of OSHA required  posting  4 d M M i f # i e r (  the 
a i rb o rn e  c o n c e n t r a t i l a  a re ,  in f a c t ,  t i r»  a t lo v ab h r
l im i t .

B. C onta iners

I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene be l iev es  th a t  l a b e l in g ri— Xte— r oquAc^ 
fo r  s e b e i t u  eenca in in f  m acertafs  ub*ab tat«B«aaE-hna^en41flo#'bg^ 
a bonding agent, coating» b indegf o r  o th e r  m a te r ia l  which w il l  
p reven t  the re lea se  of an excessive a irborne  concentration  of 
a sb e s to s  f ib e r s  ( i . e . , * i n  excess of the maximum allowable l im i t ) .

C. V e n t i la t io n  in d ic a to rs

I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene agrees th a t ,  "ubero feao iW b, there  should be an 
iM hiptfck to  prevent the opera t ion  o f  equlpmewb-vtrtonfwentllacton, 
However, In r e l a t io n  to v i s ib l e  v e n t i l a t i o n  in d ic a to r s ,  we believe 
t h a t  while  i t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  fo r  an opera to r  to determine whether 
en exhaust system i s  in  opera t ion , i t  may be very d i f f i c u l t  fo r  the 
o p e ra to r  to determine whether o r  noe the  system i s  T*“ Oming 
a d e q u a te ly ."  Performance evaluaetons should be the  re e p s n s lM l i ty  
o f  the  app rop ria te  engineering pe rso n n ^»  who have the required 
te c h n ic a l  e x p e r t i s e .

D. Housekeeping
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Cleaning Methods

while OSHA Rules end Regulations scace chat wet methods snail be 
used only , " in so fa r  as p ra c t ic a b le "  Cor the contro l oi a irborne 
asbestos  con cen tra t io n s ,  the Corporate Asbestos Review Culdc 
s t a t e s  thac, only vacuiaa c lean ing  methods and wee sweeping 
sh a l l  be used co c o l l e c t  asbestos  f ib e r s .

Work Clothing

Section 1910.93a (d ) (3 )  of che Federal Register s t ip u la te s  char,
"the employer sh a l l  p rovide , and require  the use of specia l  c lo th ­
ing, such as c o v e ra l l s  o r  s im ila r  whole body c lo th in g , .....................
fo r  any employee exposed to airborne concentra tions of asbestos 
f ib e r s  which exceed Che c a l l in g  le v u l ,"  (10 f ib e rx /c c ) .  Thutuore 
s t r lngene  Corporate standard provides chat p ro tec t iv e  c lo th ing  
must be provided and wem by^e l l  «aployecs exposed tu concentra­
t io n s  of asbestos f ib e r s  which.exceed the  Permissible^Exposure 
Level, (c u r re n t ly  3 f l b e r s / c o ) .  In add i t io n ,  the Corporation 
provides d isposable  aproqp to those employees who'work in area* 
where t n e i r  personal c lo th in g  may come in  contact with loose 
a sbes to s  d u s t .  I t  i s  th e re fo re  evident th a t  Chrysler Chemical 
has achieved more chan simple compliance with the OSHA Regulation, 
and we be lieve  thac the p lan t  has, in  f a c t ,  provided p ro tec t ive  
garments for chose employees whose personal c lo th in g  may tend to 
become contaminated with asbes tos  f ib e r s .

Monitoring Observations

H is to r i c a l ly  the I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene Department has attempted co 
n o t i fy  ehe loca l  Union Health and Safety R epresentative of our 
survey in te n t io n s  upon our en try  in to  the p la n t .  We have 
o b je c t io n  co being accoa^enled by a lo c a l  u n lo ^  sa fe ty  represen t­
a t iv e  during re g u la r ly  scheduled.qgbescos survey», but i t  should 
be noted chat ehe Health  amd Safety Memorandum of Understanding * ' 
p rovides thae the Health and Safety re p re se n ta t iv e  w i l l  be excused 
from h is  job w ithout lo ss  of pay, only on the following occasions:

1) to accompany Governmental Health 
and Safety in sp ec to rs

2) to  accompany I n te rn a t io n a l  Union 
Health and Safety p ro fe ss io n a ls  on 
p la n t  eours and Corporate Health and 
Safety p ro fe s s io n a ls  on Union requested 
surveys

The I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene Department has noe provided the local union 
sa fe ty  re p re se n ta t iv e  with a copy of an in d iv idua l  employee's n o t i f ­
i c a t io n  of over-exposure co asbestos  d u s t ,  because there  i s  no agree­
ment to  t h i s  e f f e c t  mentioned in the Memorandum of Understanding.

In regard co the wording of the employee over-exposure n o t i f i c a t io n  
l e t t e r ,  we do not o b je c t  to po in ting  out in  the body of the le c te r  
thac h i s  exposure exceeded allowable l im i t s ,  but we do ob jec t  co 
provid ing  the employee with the numerical r e s u l t  o f  the  a i r  sample 
a n a ly s i s .  We b e lieve  thac the eva lua tion  of a i r  sampling r e su l ts  
snould be the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  of a p ro fess iona l  i n d u s t r i a l  hyg ien is t ,  
who has the knowledge and experience required to  put t h i s  type of 
Inform ation in  the c o r r e c t  p e rsp ec t iv e .
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H. Receiving of Asbestos Shipments

I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene agrees with Or. M ire r 's  reeonnendatioti» regard­
ing the rece iv ing  of asbestos  shipments.

U  FRICTION PRODUCTS BUILDING

A. Weigh-Up S ta t ion

OSHA re g u la t io n s  require  th a t  asbestos  waste must be disposed ot 
m  sealed impermeable bags wnen d isposa l  may produce, "in  any 
reasonably foreseeable  u se ,"  an a irborne  asbestos  f ib e r  concentm - 
t lo n  which i s  in excess of the allowable l im i t .  In lugard to t'  e 
above r e q u i r m e n t ,  I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene f e e ls  tnac asbestos waste 
■.hould be disposed of in impermeable bags ra th e r  than by attempting 
t ' c o n t ro l  a irborne levels  by in s t a l l i n g  local exhaust v e n t i la t io n  
for  the wascc co n ta in e rs .

fri r e l a t i o n  to po in t  4 2 . ,  see our v e n t i l a t i o n  indic.ncnr comments 
l i s t e d  under I .  C.

We have no o b jec t io n  to providing covers for t ranspo r t  c a r t s ,  but 
i t  should be noted thac such covers would provide only marginal 
e f f e c t iv e n e s s ,  because they would have to be removed p r io r  to 
skip h o i s t  loading.

B. Lodige Mixers

I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene agrees with Dr. M ire r 's  housekeeping and main» 
tenance recommendations for the  Lodige mezzanine. However, we do 
take excep tion  to po in t  #2. Air sample r e s u l t s  have shown tha t  
the d u s t  which i s  seen to escape from the skip h o is t  when the 
Loading c a r t  i s  turned upside down, i s  composed mainly of non­
a sb es to s  p a r t l c u l a c e .  We b e lieve  a t  t h i s  time th a t  the use of 
a d d i t io n a l  engineering c o n tro ls  to prevent airborne dust a t  the 
Lodige skip  h o i s t ,  would not prove to be a cost e f fe c t iv e  contro l 
measure.

C. B lpel P re ss

I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene be l iev es  th a t  much of the  recen t increase in 
employee exposure to a irborne  asbes tos  dus t  a t  the Blpel work 
s t a t i o n s  i s  due to haphazard handling of  the loose d isc  brake pad 
m a te r i a l .  I f  ad m in is t ra t iv e  c o n tro ls  cannot reduce che magnitude 

- o f  employee exposure tu a sbes to s  dust a t  the Blpel work s ta t io n s ,  
a d d i t io n a l  eng ineering  c o n tro ls  w i l l  have to be evaluated . A 
problem, which should be noted, i s  th a t  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of high 
cap tu re  v e lo c i ty  local exhaust v e n t i l a t i o n  a t  the Blpel work 
s t a t i o n s  could r e s u l t  in underweight pads, because of the re la ted  
lo s s  of  the  loose d isc  brake pad m a te r ia l  through the exhaust 
system.

In  regard  to  p ro te c t iv e  c lo th in g ,  note our comments l i s t e d  in 
Section 1, F.

0. O.E.M. C r lnders

Ur have no o b je c t io n  to Or. M ire r 's  cotiments regarding in te r locks

CHRYSLER »0125«



.  4  -

and to cht determ ination of the o p e ra to r 's  notsa exposure, but 
we fe e l  t n a t  h is  recommendation th a t  the p lan t engineering 
func tion  rep o r t  to the h ea lth  and safe ty  rep resen ta t ive  Is 
p la in ly  beyond the scope of the memorandian of understanding.

E. Saw Area

F. Hairmermlll Mezzanine

G. Air Cleaning Equipment

I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene has no o b jec t ion  to Or, M irer 's  eoiments as 
l i s t e d  in Sections 11» E., F . ,  and G, of h is  report .

XXI CHEMICAL PUNT

A. Downstairs Weigh-Up S ta t ion

As regards  pos t ing , p lease  r e f e r  to our comments as l i s te d  in 
Section  I ,  A. In d u s t r i a l  Hygiene has no ob jec tion  to obtaining 
an a i r  sample a t the downstairs  welgh-up s tae ion . This operation  
Involves the weigh-up of le s s  than one bag q u a n t i t ie s  of asbestos 
on an approximately once per week basis«

B. Storage Area

See our rep ly  as l i s t e d  in  1« H«

C. Mezzanine Welgh-Up S ta t io n

We have no ob jec t io n  to Dr. M irer’ s comments on housekeeping.
See Section I .  A., fo r  our pos t ing  recommendations.

D. Mixers

We do not 
X« A. ).
and maintenance reconmendacions.

D. P. G laz ie r  
I n d u s t r i a l  Hygienist
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