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v utility poles, and as_heatex-

l’ change tluids in many i

+f aperations. The sole maker of
PCD in the US. is Monsanto,

):Whlch uses the trade name|

t Aroclor,
It is pencrally delicved that

" & PCB finds its way into the cn-

) vironmiont as the result of burn-

b ing discarded plasics and othcr
i materials in which they a

3 used and throush leakage h'on
1 machinery in which liquid PCB

18 vaed.

7 " In July, 1971, for cxample, a| *

» heat Cxchnnger used in the
" manufacture of a chicken feed
* supplement: leaked. PCB got ine
ilto the supplement end, even-
tually, into all the chickens that|
ate the fecd. Some 77,000 chick-
« eng were destroyed to prevent
3! ‘their ronchiag the markot.
n Dr. Albert C. Koldye Jr., de-|

jgnty director of the F.D.A'S| "

uu-au of Foods, spoke at the

cal Society mecting and

: -ld thn dug&? the widespread.
in.the environ-

‘¢4 ment, m chomical was not con-
4 sidercd now & threat to human

: heaith,
% T think the probiem is ua.
der eoutlml." he mla. "\;Io&:g
arge margin o
. !nrw%n as long as we avoid
undue, accidental exposurces.”

lnﬂl'l.! high as the maximum|
s level set by the food and
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Sclentists have found that for
yrreulsunt toxic chemicals,
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iven moment but on the length|
of time & person or animal is
axposed to the chémical.
F.D.A. analysis of fish

that of 670 samples,
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7 cent) of the foods
tested tl::onnm PCS, althouzh

million,
P‘l‘h another report to the

Chemical Socicty, Dr. Anne R.
Yobs, of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Office of
Pesticide Programs, said there:
was now substantial evidence

acquired levels of PCB in their
tissues.
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tissue removed from G37 per-
sons -either during surgery or
at autopsy. samples came
from pcmml from 38 cities in
18 s

Just over half, 50.7 per cent,
contaired measurablo eveis of
PCB, tho conceniraticas ranging
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r miilion. Egas, 1.h| sec- :'
in 29 per cent of 550{ .
re the least likely (6! -

that many huma2n beoings have| ... )

The tests were done on fatey|

from trace levels to 16 parts
per million,

'Aﬂlr 3 Years, F.D.A. Finds

- substance ars still being found
. In food on grocery shelves.

" fish, cheese, milk and ceas

“. one out of five contained mca-

vuﬂous aspects of the PCB p-ub-

- ports indicated that 2C3 was

“* where the animals liv

., chlorinated biphenyl,
+ the most widely use:

~ hesives. sealants and pr

{ FOODS STILL CARRY

-+ A TORIC CHERZICAL

One in Five With PCB

——
By BOYCE NENSBERGER
Three years after the Food
and Drug Administration's first
ings that some foods were| - .
contaminated with a toxic in-
dustrial chemical known as|
PCB, quentities of the persistent

Of some 3,500 sampies of
tested in the last 18 manths,

suradle levels of PCB, an F.D.A.
administrator reported during
last week's annual meeting of
mt Anmlcan Chemicai Soemy

report was one of 22 on

lem delivered during the weei:-
long meeting, In gencral, the re-.

" oneof m most dangerous (r\n-
ore tazie (553
J,mnk and most

synthetic chem-

ou Government rescarcher
dence  suzzesiing

reported

that half the human peprilazion

ma{ alrudy carry quantitics of
fiesh,

Thln wete also reports that
. steps have boen taken to reduce
the risk of additional quantit.cs
. of the chemical “escaping” from
- Its industrial applications and
entering the ecosvstem where
it could cause birth delects and|
liver damage.
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ong the reports were

these:

€Scientists from the Canzdian
Wildlife Service have ond

o(’ industrial usage of PC3 was' '
thousands of miles south ofj

e

GAnalysis of wate
tom sediment fampies by t:
-U.S. Geological Survey has ¢
tected varying levels of PC3
the waters of New Yorz, Co
necticut, Peansylvania, V
South Carolina, Fiorida,
sippl, Texas, Arkansas l
Catifornia. Tests ln other staces
are expected in 1973.

CMichigan State Universityil
researchers found that the sea-!
son for an almost cor;
sation of reprocuction in r
ranches in the Great Lake
glon was the presence o 2C3°
in the coho salmon fed o

caused complete mpr&lucu\n
failure.
PCB, which stands for pnlw

chemicals. Various types
are used as plasticizer
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