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- By LAWRENCE E. TAYLOR
of the Post-Dispatch ot TR e
WASHINGTON, Sept. 4 - -

DESPITE TRE APPARENT disseat by its director, the F

Bumn of Mioes has begun handing out uwn:g :.1“”' ded;:

er finwy

mine

The rate of deaths is .77 each 1,000,000
bhours worked in underground and airip
mines. This is some improvement over
the 1.02 rate for all of last year but only
slightly better than the .85 for 1969.

When the fatality rate hit a Jow of .58 of
Jume, with 11 desths, the bureair rushed
out a press release with the good news.
. Then, im July, 17 mren were killed. The
monthly rate climbed to 1.01 for each
1,800,000 hours worked and the bureau
was gilent. Last month 20 men were killed

. st a rate of 82 More silence,

Meanwhile, some higher fines were

. as
~  promised. Since April, the fine for an tm-
T Vminest danger of explosion and cave-in

that requires closing a mine

Sas been increased to $5000 from $2000.
In some cases, officials said, fines up to

the maximum of $i0,000 have been

sharged. -
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ANOTHE R VOICE of dissatisfaction
with the way things are going is Wheeler.

reporter the confirmation that he was to
be replaced. “T'd beard rumors about it
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Of the Post-Dis

A LOUD WHIST!
at the State Tra:
Boys at Boonville
residents that on
inmates had esc:

Scme residents sup
legislative committe
out of use as a war
— be reinstituted
increasing number
school.

It it is, it is likel

o be way or another —
b et Tk o e e e 2 e v
are barting (mine aperaiors) esoogh thet s - venes in Januar
the gain from las fines would mot be & i mi dicated “some at will
factor. We beliove the lovel & abou:- mines P juvenile delinque
gt e Nt placer Somethig mmst be dooe
S the place.” ing mmst The Missouri
Ho seid that while critics bad oom- o coriden the gap (of deaths wtals), mat  that precigtatec
pldl.ddnt-ﬁu'\ham"apeu unt parallel #,” be sald was handedl don
tars have cried, “You're killing us’. One possible technigue would be a pro-  have much,effec
EVEN AS OSBORN sid this, the finss gram % make miners, supervisors and
wrere being d— ty at the more safety he said. ve":}f‘ﬁ‘[’xg;
dirsction of Edward D. Failor, the contro- H increased inepections and, poo-  reaiic olfender
wversial assistant $o Osborn. altieg do npt do the job, “it means that e tradit
Fallor, in charge of asscesments, some people are going to die who ought mmimm“es
he monthe before that fines DOt (o die,” Wheeler said. without @ he-
would be boosted and they were, He said He acknowledged that some bureau offi-  gue process
that Osborn did pot order the increass but  cials seemed %0 worry more about the bu- It said the
was kept Informmed of it. reau’s public iiiage than sbout reducing the authorit:
. ¥ow some mambers of Coecress have the number of mine cesualties. correctiona
sdded their voices ® those Viet's gut.the b o ¢ ba donr
spokeamen who complained that fines in di receat bed publicity, “and  ing School
were too high, Failor said. the rest will taigh.onme-of itaelf.” either.
“Legislators are telling us privately thet ~ Whedlar waidl thet wome programs, such  Thereatt
fhe amounts of fines ase a5 ome slwbd W cutting the nwmber of i gffend
realistic,” he said. “Nevertheless, Caveim, wire Just taking hold and that  jun,e A
hey are going wp.” their offcts bad ot been registered mowaents
‘Failor denled recently pubtished reports “Wé have & serious credibility prob-  commitee:
that he, not Osborn, was running the bu-  lem* he sald. “I've got somae credibility sudy the ju
rean. shere it counts — with the miners, the  propriation
Fallor, « Republican potitical fund-raizy- unions and the public.”’ - The Boar:
or and lawyer, wax appeinted to his job &2 Re indioawed that Sursev officials ted  trstor of M
the recommendaton of the White M bhec waabis e find & swocessor for bim. agencies, 1t
Geborn sald. - 1 woukdn't be surpeised il I'm aroand  bate last Mor
Failor seid that be did a0t 3ugk the job,  wmite & witfle,” be remarked. ing the app:
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