
KlMm, ILL 
STAR-COURIER 
D. X? 'jOO

JAN 261976 ^

Firm to stop PCB production
ST. LOUIS (UP!) — Monsanto 

Co. announced today it plans to 
phase out the manufacture of a 
toxic group of chemicals known as 
PCIts, which environmentalists 
contend are threatening public 
health and the nation's rivers and 
lakes.

K.J, Fitzgerald, a corporate vice 
president, said he could not give 
an exact timetable for the phase­
out but “it would be in a planned 
und orderly manner."
“As soon as we are satisfied that 

the electrical power supply in­
dustry’s needs for usable, accept­
able alternate dielectric fluids 
have* been met, by whomever, 
Monsanto will voluntarily shut

down its PCB manufacturing 
unit," Fitzgerald said.

Monsanto is the sole maker of 
1*013, or polychlorinated biphenyl, 
which is used primarily as a non­
conductor of direct electrical cur­
rent. The chemical has been a nec­
essary ingredient in most power­
generating equipment.

PCBs have been used in manu­
facturing processes since 1930, but 
their presence as toxic substances 
in the environment was not de- 
looted until 1969 because they were 
confused with DOT, with which 
they have a similar chemical 
structure.

At a conference on PCBs last 
November in Chicago, Assistant

Secretary of the Interior Nathaniel 
P. Reed recommended the federal 
government impose a nearly total 
ban on the chemicals.

Reed said he was "deeply 
shocked by the pervasiveness of 
PCBs; they are literally every­
where." He said exceedingly high 
levels of PCBs were found in fish 
from all parts of the country, in­
dicating the notion's rivers and 
lakes were “in mortal danger."

PCBs have caused liver cancer 
and reproductive failures in labo­
ratory animals and some workers 
using the chemicals have com­
plained of allergic reactions, ac­
cording to federal officials.
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