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l ) "Faclozcd are the mmutes of the first meeting E
‘. *_af-thc Sc;cntxf:.c Committee in Montreal, July 25 - 283,. 1968. . r
I . ) . There were important. news since then: . ’ - E
. "~ The former nome “Asbesvtos Health Research Co"'cil" A E
.._x.::.- ch.a ged 4o "Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health' and . “ !.
-app)icat:.on was placed for its.establishment-as a legal entity, which. . :
>3 ‘oxpected-soon to be approved ‘by-the authorities. Our .Scientific | : i
' vcomuttu is a.part.now of the Institute of Occupaticnsl and Cavironmental >
¥esdeh; - the other parts being the Executive Committee and the. Board of E
s-mctc--, and- probably, a Board of Governors... The propssed activities h
l,oz-tne Iinsiitute will to the same as thous previcusly plenned for.the R 4
7\.""“::' Hez2lth Research Council. ‘ . L. * ?
Vwanta i The- Bxccut;ve Comzittee of the Institute of- . ]
Aﬁ;c:;.:‘z:“r:l and Envmmnmental Health was appointed recently and is composed t
nes. folle...-_' L o . ] . oo
T e T IS . . - . Sl
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Tha Board of Directors is composed ac ‘ .

B . Michael J..Messel, President . :
. J.0. Eby, Vice-Président ‘ . :

R.S. Coleman, Director o s g
. Karl V. Lindell,. Director - I
- " J.A. Main, Director ’ . f
) Dr. R.J. Merrill, Director . o . é
Philip A. Heycf, Director Ce 3

W.¥. Oughtred,:Directer | :
Parker Smith, .Director

ST T B Our Institute of Cccupatzonal and Environmental

"“f‘ﬂealth, upon aoplzcation of the QAMA, becare Assoczate Hember of the

4?E?fﬂsbeatosis Rescarcn Council of En~land . .

T _The Institute of Occupational and Environmenteal
1323 .in Montreal, The address is as

-

- —-q—“'—_...,_. .

!Eii&iﬁﬁée r-aﬂ.xueaxuh hic meved {nto fts new prewiszs.in Mo

ROy, rares oy 2 O L LOWE? e :
A;“'jfsk, T ' Inctitute of Occupational and Envmronmcn*al Health,
NI e T ) .ASuitc 1210 - IBM Building, ) .
Pt e s At - ) . .*5 Place Ville Marie, : ) o
foreat e oyt syt O - Y Kontreal 2, Canada. .. . )
. by Cr e,y ‘. BRI “ R Y ; * . . - M . “'
lgg%ngfff f&@w-: . e . Telephone- Area Code S1% No. 878 3538 o

u—..f._“_“'__ ——— . m .
.k .The Scicntif;c Secretary, Dr. P. Pelnar, is now
HRe is

indn Hontreal working full-time for the Scientific Committee.
tectablishing his headquarters and archives at the above address of the

Institute in Montreal. .
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~2¥of Thetford K;nes who attended both congresses.
5 pcsothelz.omc was observed in patients u:.th pleural plaques in Finland.

 Enclosed is the report on the international congresses, on L
) -p,;eases of the Chest in Copenhagen and Occupational Health in Vienna,
~eld on August and September 1966. Report was written by Dr., Paul Cartier

You will notice that ne

Results of both congresses and also of the congresses id Tokyo

s

-'-w-ceorze v.- 'Jright, ¥.D.
.Chairman

'J. iw{ll be discussed thoroughly durmg the next meeting of the Sc:.entif;.c
. Lommittee.
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Jf MINUTLS OF THE FIRST MELTING OF THE SCIENTIFIC COHHiTTEE

OFr THE INSTITUTE OF OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ®

i .

R ' "IN MONTREAL : :

.
-

.o

The meeting was held at the wlndsor Hotel in Montreal
- on July 25 and 26, 1966, . .

... r, .
- o Present were: )

.

. .

.« . . -

.. . . George W. Wright, M.D., Chairman

e . . -

...'... . DPC

‘Dr.
D!‘Q
Dr.

'D‘t’.

John Beattie, Member
Daniel Braun, Member
Fernand Crézoire, Mexzber
Hervin Kuschner, Member
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Precysl Pelnar, Seieatific Secretary

.. Discussing some items were also prcsent: .

el - L ¥n. Ivan Sabourin, Q.C.
. hd e T

4
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. — “The role of the Scientific Coonmittee was discussed fir<
=" The discuscion was summarized by the Chairman as follows: Cognizant ¢
~the fact that "asbestos™ (s a family of matarials differing somewhar -

- in thein phyeical and chemical maskeup, we believe it tc have dezonstrz
“dle biolegical effects. ¥We belleve that knowledge concerning these
-effects gz regards their end result, their mechanisn of developrment, .
'*the specific material reeponsible for-the effccts cor lack of elfccts.

- and mechanisms of prevention, is incomplete and inadequate for the .

necessary understanding of the health effects of asbestos fiber end-

- for a rational approach for controlling and drevention of such effects

uhatchr thcy may be. .Our Committee considers its role to be the purs
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At the time of the meeting this institution was referrsd to as
.. ®™Acbcstos Hcalth Resecarch Council.” The name having been chawged
- :iacc, we use the neuw name throughout thicse minutas,
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. expediting the kinds of study needed for solution of the problem,

. Committee in London.

iy . . . . . . . . . . . .
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‘of the solution of this problen by whatever means are at its dlsposal
As a Conmittce, we do not plan to carry out what might be termed

"bench work"” but believe we can best serve by br;ng;ng together exlstln-
irnformation, digesting it, reflecting upon it, stimulating end

Ve
bel;eve that other services will flow from this actlvxty uhlch mzy be
of an'educational and advisory nature.

. . . The nature and mechanlsms of similay scxentiflc asbestos
‘health cemmittees in Ingland vwas explained by Dr. Beattie, IThere ace
two 1nstituiilons refer“ed to in the monograph "on;oglcal Zifects of
Asbestos™ issued by the New York Academy of Sciences in 196S, namely,
The Asbestosis Research Council in Camb.~idge and the Asbestos;s Reseases
Dr. Beattie explained to us that there is just-
onc asbestosis research council. The other erronecus name refers to
th: sane institution. The Council was appointed by three major British
asbestos factories in 1958. The activities of the British Ashbestosis
Resezarch Council run Iin three general directions. One is dust control"
anc¢ prevention in the factory. The second is the clinical part of
the studies and the third ir the basic rese2rch. VYery thorsurh and
conplete studies in the first two directions -~ namely in dust control

-and dust -counts and in the clinical part of the work -- are dcne using

- Acehactrneie Pacearch Council.

‘as such.

AR
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the ‘present existing facilities in the asbestos fectories. In other
words, these studies do not require any financial support by the
They accomplished a great dezl in the lir.
£ introdusing pendsdicel o the
pulmenery functicen -tudxes in then and they 1ntroduced ‘a rule that °
no conpensation can be obtained by the faazly of a deceased worker
previously exposed to asbestos or even peraission for burial unless
there is an autopsy. Their mejcr concern is the basic research which
is supported financially by the Asbestosis Research Council. They do
not hire: persorns fer this xind of resezrch 2t their employees but
=crui+ hish-level people from universities and try to pzrsuzde
then to.devote theivr time to acshestos cstudies. Then, they refund
zzlaries and expenses to universities where - these people are employed.
They are strongly convinced that it is much more efficient if they
hire 2 man through the dinstitution then if they support the instituticz
.They support not only specific asbestos studies, but also
studies which cen be only related to the acbestos questions and problec
The British Asbestosis Recearch Council has at its disposal funcs obfa-
frem industry and headles these funds independeatly from the industm
{tseclf. The British Courncil got during the years such reputztion thet

,""";’ f—tad )] 3 +

the govern=zrnsal agerncles raly uron its results and its recosmendstions
They accept the code of concuct issued by the Council and the unioens
have a medical edvisor wno is currently informed and kept in touch

Dr.

with the Asbestosis Rescarch Council. Beattie informed our Com=mits:
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* QAMA. In conneotion witih ihis, the ideal lecation of tne Institute of -

‘, scemcd 0 the Committee that there was nothing really wrong in indi-
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: o * /{'alto about the work being done in Cambridge and elsewhere under the

support of the British Asbestosis Research Council and showed us sore
electron microscope pictures dealing with thé subject. In the

. subsequent ‘discussion, Dr. Kuschner emphasized the necessity z2lso

for our Scientific Committee to support not only subjects specifically
concerred with asbestos, but alse related investigations which may
help to clarify asbestos problems in lndlrect ways. The Comnittee
-agreed with Dr. Kuschner's oplnlon. : . . . T

- . The status of the Scientific Committee was discussed
thoroughly. There was strong feeling tnzt the Committee should be
independent of its operation as it could manage to be. It wac deexzed -
essential that, a5 socn as possible, the Institute of Occupaticnal £
and Environmental Health be set up as a legal entity entirely separate
of the QAMA, although acknowledging its financial support. In this

- w=y, the Scientific Committee could maintain its independence froa

the QAMA, since it would be serving as an integral part of the

- Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health. Our Comnittee
considers this organization necessary for a number of ‘reasons. It is :
extremely important that the Scientific Committee establish and meinta:
B porveture a2 free ace nossible of bias in the eves of the scientific
world. This is important in order to facilitate acceptance -of: our ‘-
-activities by the scientific world without which acceptance we cannes:
function effectively and we cannot attract other outstancing memberes
for the Scientific Committee.. Seccndly, the establishment of an .- .
independent Institute and Scientific Committee might facilitate the
2vtrzetien of finarcial support from other agencies in addition to the -

ik, SR AU LR LY Y Ny

Occupational and Environmenteal Hezlth was discussed and some Oplnicn ¢
vats €Xxpressed natl TAC pu,--c-- ccnnection with the QAMA im the same ¢
‘quarters in Montreal was not too fortunate. It wae believed, however,!
.that the accomplishments and attitudes of the Scientific Cormittee |
and of the Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health would ‘
in long run dictste its peocition in terms of acceptance by other ]
_agencies and by the public and therefore,; the housing of the Institute|

M

J

‘.of Occupational and Environmental Health in the headquarters of ‘the
QANA would probzbly not be a serious impediment in thic regard. Iv

cating that we, as a2 Committee and as an Institute, are supported by
the QAMA in a-legitimate and straightforward manner. In thic connec=i:!
also the question ‘of whe should emplov the Secretarv o the c*cﬁt:f::{
Counittee was discussed. Since this person will oe such an importent |
figure in our activities, it is important that he be undei the cir *'i;
of the Committce and zome mechanism for assuring this must be found.

It was exprecsed that he might be employed by the Sc;cntxf;c Comﬂztte
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' ;’ Tt was exprecsed then that the Scientific Committee should have an ‘&
. : Y i operating budget which at.the outset should cover such things as the i
i o salary of the Scientific Secretary and his possible assistants, 2 ;
3/ travel allowance for members of the Committee who might well nead
. ?f -+ personally to visit other laboratories and for the travel to and froz
. . -meetings to be used at the discretion of the Chairman of the
Scientific Committee, also to cover the expenses of appropriate housing
.- and office supplies, cte. . . ;
. . . N . . c e 1
: - ‘ The cuestion of whether or not the Scient{fic Committee
R should become & granting &gency such as Seems to De The case in chglens
- ! .- '"was discussed. IT was agreed that it would be unwice especially in it:
e -+ -formative period if the Committee assumed this responsidbility. It is
] i felt that our Committee should recommend acceptable programs to the
. : °. Ingtitute of Occupational and Environmental Kealth for funding by the
L Jatter. Although the Committee itself does not want to be a granting
. © + agency at the present time at least, the Committee believes that it
is essential for its activities to have in the near future a rezsonzble
estimate of the funds avzilable for research support in crdcr thet the
z=ittee =gkt engzee .thse extent to which it could encourage by

anttn e > -y

!
P cc
[ public eannouncement and personal intercourse the submission ol rescerd
1
!
i
!

Y OTTMTTN WO Ty o s~

T

t s - ‘proposals and of faculty support. The Comnittee recognizes that the
- Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health is in its formztive
stage .and it realizes that such information cannot be given at this
. momerit. MNevertheless, the Committee believes that this informatien

~

" — oy

3
ing neceesities of its adequate functica zng the

pro « e, « --.0nc of the most preoss i
LN : ‘ .game can be-said for the overall program of the institute of Ccoupasic |
TN e -and Environmental Health itself. ©o :
Nerneras o . . S ; : |
-l * .The current arrangements in rerard to Dr. Pelncr who ic
. <o serve as the Scientific Secrezary were discusses iully wita the

mamhars of the Committee. The sensc of the Committece was that while
. -+ ¢he physical separation of Dr. Pelnar from the Chairman cf ths Scientd
- . Committeec might pose au interfering factor, there were off-setting
sinz to be had by having Dr. Pelnar in the offices of the Institute ¢
Occupational and Cnvironmental Health and in more immed.ate cecntzer
with others having a vital interecst in the functions of the Institute
. a8 a whcle. %While there may have been some reservations in the ninds
of menbers of the Committee in connection with the lccaticn of the
Scientific Secretary in nontreal, it w3s Snly fele sheolutely inmportec
that he worked in close ccnnection with the “cientific Committee.

——

—— b @ - s
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. ¢hould be piven to the formation and existence 5f{ zhc Insiiiuie or
Occupational and cnvironmznial riealth and 1ts Scicntific Commiltze,
Tt was decided to publicize tnet this Institute of Occupat:icnal arnd

: ) Environmental Health was formed and has a Scientific Committee in

. K . A

- 1 = . 7 The question was discussed whether or not pudlicitv
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. pertinent scxent;f;c journals and also in gourna’s with broad scope
like Science and Nzture by a short note, but this might well be delzye:
until we have-a more deflnlte idea of what we can do in the vway of
supporting research.

- .

. .

As far zs Informing other agencies supovortins research
in this general field about our existencc 1s concerned, 1t was deciced
to ‘Inform these agencies only on the basis of personal contacts of
members of our Committee with members of those institutions. An
exception to this was the suggestion that when we are in-a better

N
K

.

_—ceee

take, we should try to notify the appropriate persons in the various
medical schools throughout the United States and abroad about our ains
and activities in order to generate an interest on the part of scien-
‘tic t' elscwhere in our aimed studies. -

it

- Another long discussion was devoted to the question of
uhether or not we should publicize so=e of the activities of our
Conmliiée.. In this respect there was a very.sircng Ifcsling ihat t
should De verv restricted. All of us are mindful of the rather poor
reception given to the eiforts of the Towacco Indusiry to set up a

hie

Lo -2

.

Y

s sat l‘ - . .
Sormdm ..council and a scientific committee to deal with.the problex of tobaceco’
L ; ) and jts effects on health. A good bit of this stems from the fact
R T “thet' they erroneously over-publicized the council and its commitree

- =

. and did it in 2 tos wide-sprezd fzshien. Therefore, cur Comnitree

emphasized the absclute necessit ty of cxistezze ef 2 veis ¢l cur,
* €Commirtee over_any publicized statements concerning the existence ot
the Committee and the Institute and its activities. The concern abous:
the inavproprizte publicity was verv deen Iin the m;nds of the members
of the Committee. A thought was given to the possidility of consultirn;
with «n experienced and conservazive public. relations advisor es to
~whether we should put anyth;ng at all in print about this and what.

- o v —

- ’qu-.

b carc e oy -

position to know about the magnitude of research support we might unda:

”he question was discussed whether our Comnittes and th

Aaity Rrsgan

PETIR IMTIINSYTNN ) MY F I8N ARCRTR BHOUTORR YT

‘nzn:q:z

Instltute snould estzblish anv forz=al relations wiia GIher
ANSTiTUT1IONS concerned willl Lthe same fieic 0f sTucy. 7Tha C*—-:::cc
18 aware of these institutions: Asbesiosis Research Council in
Cambridge, England,
.national Union Against Cancer, and the Canadian Netionel Study Group
2 Ackectzs 2:d its Steering Commlttee in Ottawa under the Department
of Health and Velfare. It was decided that no formal relations should
..be established but 211l forms of informal relztior.s should be looked
for especially on the basis of personal contact with mempers of the
other comnittces and institutions . L £

I Lol

, -

Horking Group on Asbestos and Cancer of the Inter-

e - g mme
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-

A short dlscusqlon was devoted to the suggeftlon of th-
Sc;entmflc Se“re*ary of establishing a net-of collaboraters in variou-
countries in the world who would collect information on rcsearch and
publications appearing in their respective countries and send this
information to the Scientific Committee and who receive in exchange
the bulletin which is intended to be published by the Scientifie
Committee containing the information from all countries involved.

It was felt that it was a good general idea but the details will be
dlscuased during the next meeting of our Committee, It was sugges~ed
thag these so-called correspondents could be invited annually or bi-
annually ct symposia or meetzngs which our Committee might organ;ze.

-

Py

In this phacn Hr, Ivan Sabourin joined the Committee
ttended the se:s;on wnich followed:

and

-
-
.

Dr HeDonald's proposal was discussed. The first.
: discussion was whether or not we should support the unit and not a

It was decided that supp g a unit is

thiere is a responsible scientist in chorze of thic unis

£ is. . 1t was decided not to ciscuss purely techﬂzcal
uestions and the choice of persons whom Dr. HcDonald intends to

monds § -

- o wames

‘@Y piaht if
zs D,

Netvnal

at

gnvite to-co-operate in this project.

It was deccided that proper

1

s h-l -flcxibxlzty should be permitted in using the bucget for Dr.

e ..uf the Institute of Occupatlonal and Environmental Health accept ~he

—
Proguatndep )
ks AP o n [
vf,—tv‘.nvduﬁvl‘ :
——— M

P Rt R L]

bep o

— o A

" wiwas unanimoutly approvcd.

- &8 a lepal entity.

iicbonald: -

- but for some.changes, approval of the Scientific Committee will be

- required. A few minor questions were left for the next day whe:

© Dr. ¥MeDoneld wzs due to appear before the Committee and discuss in

- person the remnining questions. The question whether co-operation

.. of industry and emplcoyees is guaranteed for Dr. McDonald's project
‘uas answered by Hr. Sabourir in the way that this co-operation is
c.guaranteed. After that, Dr, Beattic moued that the Scientific Coxz=

'~

. o

propocal, provided gome parts of the budget would be di

sussed in dete
- ¥ith Dr. McDenald.

.The acceptance of the p*eposal.under th;s conditic C

Hr. Sabourin was asked to dxscuss with the Coamittee
“'scveral questions of the organizational naturc. He made it as clear
"ac he possibly could that the Sclentl‘lc Cczzittee should have
. independence to pursue the problem in the manner that it saw flt..
He told us that tha Scientific Committee so far Is the only oxisting
=t cf the Inctitute of Occupational an2 Environmental Health. The-
. Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health will be establishec
Importance of thnis is recognized for various reast
as stated above., After some discussion, it was decided to recoamend
that the Institute of Occupztional and Environmental Health be the
granting agency which would spcnc the money and the Scientific Comnitt
' Z
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:;:€53;§¢~».'?‘ » representative of the Inst;tute uould place the Committee in a very
“‘“;gn~;<--n~-~~~-oifrzcult poszrxon.
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e mveclepal structure as a
- .- Environmental Health
'this aspect with all
. - Scientific Committee
-;-'*this Institute:. -
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-..dilscussed.

. .
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.
- .

.

would recommerd to the Instltute of Occupatlonal and Env;ronmental

-Health whére this moncy should be spent. 7The funds allowed for a
project would be paid to the university or institution where.this
project should be worked out and the university would be responsible
that the morey is spent properly in detail and would carry out-zll
bookkecp;ng. A considerable discussion was again devoted to the

‘question that the Scientific Committee should have a rough idea abour }
—the magnitude of funds available from the asbestos industry for

pertlncnt research, The Scientific Committee emphasized to HNr.
Sabourin the need for early establishment of ' other committees of the

Institute of Occupational .and-Environmental-Health and of establishir
legal entity of the  Institute of Occupationzl a=

itself. OQur Committee urges the development of
reasonable speed, since activities of the

will depend greatly on the establishment of
Our

-

Tme cess;on wag adjourned until next day.

.

.

o .

George W. Wright, Chairman i
John Beattie, Member . .

Daniel Braun, Member

Ternand Grégoire,Mcober ) :
Marvin Kuschner, Mamber
Premysl Pelnar, Scientific Secretary

'The‘practical overation of the Scientifiec Committea
Since i1t wac heard from Jr.

) . . -‘?3,,

.

Committee takes-the view that to-exist as a sole

v
Sabourin that the Institute ¢
Occupational and Environmental Health should have a Board of Gcvernor

cornposed of outstanding menbers of the community including reore-
*« seniatives of the government, of unions, and also some representative
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of the state health care and maybe other physxcxans, it was consideres
.necessary that the Chairman' of the Scientific Committee be a member of
the Board of  Governors. ) . . v .

‘e
< o "It was agrced'that'cvery nenmber of the Scientific
~Committee thould be: free to travel anywhere where he feels it would
be useful without-any previous approval by the Committee. It is still :
required, though, that any member who travels anywhere give a report
cn his experiences to the Scientific Secretary for the files of the
Committee and that he notify tnhe Scientific Secretary in advence in
-- order to be able to .obtzin from the Scientific Secretary the previzus
- -experiences of other members or any information useful for his trip.
It was apreed that the Scientific Secretary should be available to
*“ + al) members of the Coznittee so0 long as his services were pertinent
* . to the role of the Committee. ' It is not the intent of the Committee
=~ that the Scientific Secretary should perform only those duties assigne
ty thec Commivree-though. In fact, direct request from the Cozmittes
for cpécific 2ctions cn-the part of the Secretary will be relatively
4 fev. The Comnittee expects hia to pursue the objectives of the :
° - Committee in seeking’'out information and stimulating work on the subie
«- -+-and~to bring these things to the-zttenticn cf the Comnittee perindiczl
<+ **%~or at-any time when the Coxmcittee itself can be of help in any way. I
- is expected thats tha Scientific: Secretary will travel 'rather extensive
for this purpose.. The.exzecred ectivities of the Scientific Sec-etary
i1 . were: approved according to’ the' propasal submirted by the Chairman,”
. * Dr. Wright, in Februery 1966:° -It'was understood that among his most
: ‘important activities will bc ccsllezting literature, bibliozrashy and
ebstracts of. all-articles and published works, scientific and non-

{L! - soientific, pertinent to acbestos =nd health. The file of .all this -

‘fnformation will be kept in the Scientific Secretary'’'s headguerters..

:; J This £ile and all- poss;ble information gathered by th: Scicnsific

Secretary should be-available-to-all-members of the Cozmittee upon
request.’ Without request; every mexber of .the Committec wilil be gertl
*1{ -& bulletin covering: the b;bliography of the accessions which will cove
only -recently appeared:ptkblicatiors. These accessions can bhe accoap¢¢
=+ {=-*by 'the -author’ssu==2ry or when nore appropriate, by Dr. Pelnar's

sev+ . -summary.’ "In this way-and by rather frequent meet;ngs. we gshould be at

. 1o keep ourselves well informed. The Cozzittce also zgresd that as
« Individuals, they thould suoply Dr. Pelnar with information as it cexe
-+ to-them. - The-bulletin-of the Scientific Comr.ctee will be sent alsc
- 45 all-medical-schools vhich-hzoe-departments of environmental health
* in the -United Statcs'and zbroad. L.

. . i

U ‘The Scientific Secretary acquainted the mexzbers of the
Scientific Co:nxttce with the-crosocced filine and retrieval svstem fos
Iinfornation using the reverse gysic= ol punching caras (the commercla-




.available version of {t is keydex system). The scheme for filing
documentation was discussed to some extent but the detailed discussion
_was not performed. It was suggested that the Scientific Secretary
_ explore also'other poss;bllitzes arising from the physical location
.of his headquarters in-the IBH Building. This should enable him to

. uge some IBH equipment under the same roof If practicable, Dr. Bezattic
-suggested that the Scientific Secretary get in touch with Miss Simon
vho is a retired librarian and Professor of Library Science at McGill

Unxversxty and who is available for advice. The Committee, as a whole.
~did not consider that it {s its task to decide upon the practical
'—-organzzatzon of information gather;ng and retrieval but suggested that

- thisiwork start as soon as possible, It wag explained ‘that it already
.started sometime ago-and that a considerable amount of .information
vas' gathered together already. Utilization-of the Medlars system-of
.gathering information which is available at the National Library of
Madicine in Rethesda, Haryland ‘was suggested, and of course, taken

4«00-. coneldanasan,

- . *The question of new members was dzscussed It was
. generally agreed upon that our Tomnittee for the present time should
- be-rather smaller than bigger. Too many people on the. Commlttee would
_nat help the.cause. -.However,. it was $enerally agreeg that Ir. Faul
Xotin weuld be a very desiratle additiecn %6 our Ce=m=ittcc. Yo verns
a2t the -Naticnal Institute of Health on the experimental cance* but he .
- will soon assume new duties having to do with the overall problez of
- environmental health effects. ne is a very knowledgeable individial
-..and In addition, because of his position, it was thcug&t that he ‘would
- slrengtuen.our. Committee particularly in regard to its own delider-
atisns -and moreover in regard to the acceptance of the aims of the
‘Cormmittes by the - scientific world., There wae some dotht in the minde
.- of the Committee 25-to whether or not his position with the Governnant
* ~'will-permit him to' take such an assignment'with us, Dr. Kuschner, who.
is & rather close personal friend of his, was asked to explore the
matter directly with Dr. Xotin prior to an official-invitaticn to jcin
" the Committee. The question of whether or not it would be appropriate
and neaningful to invite Dr. Vidal to become a full-fledge mermber of
‘the Committee was also digscussed. This matter was postponed until suc:
- 2 +ime 22 the Chairman’'of the Scientific Committee would h»ve an oppor’
= - tunity to discuss this on a personeal basis with Mr. Lindell and Hr. :
- Sabourin. It was felt that Dr, Vidal's .position would be more appropr
. ate on the Board of Governors of the Institute of OCcupatlonal and
! ° Environmental Health. .

.
.
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«e. .+ =+ Dr, HcDonald avpezred before the Committee upon 2n
- invitation to discuss severel points in hig proposal. It was agrecd
that the Scientific Committee supports the unit and does nat vant to
_* * intrude but iz Interested in what will be done. Dr. McDonald thinks

“ [N
'--a<\~.-'- 2
Q-nva‘l"’;

’ }79.(.




I Rh S s -
NS WO e am
—— o i ae e

o e v o

‘:"Q _?1..‘._ [ IFS
¥ we~: ~-gome :time 1in .tne rall-and at that time the Comnittee hopes to be alie

w&-«‘w. -
o 1 A TRV I
e e e —-: -
crer -
ETASIE SRy PR
TRy e e

. " reaching the definite status for the Scientific Secretary end his h-z‘

. e

consultation with the Scientific Committec is compatible with h;s
complete responsibility for the project and he made it clear that
_he desired to maintain close relationship with the Committee for
, consultative purposes and to acquaint the Committee with the progress
‘of the studies,' After the discussion, Dr. McDonald agreed with
‘restriction of the travel funds to gcientific meetings from $2,000
~to §750 and if he needs more, he will apply to the Committee or to
the Chairnan of .the Committee when the Committee doesn't convene,
The pecessary assurance of the co-operation of workers was discussed.
It was -realized that there is actually no assurance of such co-
-operation but Dr. McDonald doesn't expect any trouble. The Instituts
.of Occupational and Environmental Health may help in this respect,
- -4f nlunzon representative -were on its Board of Governors.. A vital
© fecatpre is-to have French co-workers to dezl with the miners.
~Dre graun promised.to help.with his own previous data on the sanme
w uorkers as well as Dr. Grégo re who made some lung function studies
some' twenty-years - ago. - Dr. Wright promlsed to find out and send
hasc.Cata tO up..uguunald. Dr. Grc;o‘rc discussed the possidbilicsy
. O.f gm.t.usg some Gela Jrvw. outdawen's Cunptiisation “ThE Leasure-
-.-ments of radiztion .in the mines are not covered by. the budget. becauss
._the co-operation of the federal industrial hygiene is expected, The
=i iwhole study will -begin on October 1, 19566. Dr..McDonald will report.
<270 0w to The Seientific Comnittee yearly, mostly orally. The practicel

- application of the funds t0 the University will bDe ciscussed between.
D, Mollnmald_ ana He, Sahourin, Ty ceome vhar Mn, Holmes @ill dezl

;f..".!u.

¢ s eems

- ® ae

harea »\uith the financial part at McGill University.

o .

-
. .

r«:Before adjourning, the Committee discusged the questic.
=~ “of :the next meeting. It was agreed that the next meeting should be

AR T
T
M PP

.-.n'. "

:* = Tto"spend .the.major portica of its .tize in.the comziderati
; --exist;ng inforcat;on and the current status of a number of research
progroas,c YWhether or not this will be possible denends grestly voon -

an af 0‘-‘

,.quarte‘: vithin the Institute of Occupatxonal and Environzental Eezl
> so-andrgo .making hin avaxlablc fer full time study of’ the exicting
+ ‘information, . . ‘

- 5
- -
.n.-,_‘ r

--g‘.. p- P .e

. " The meeting of the Scient{fic Committee was adjourned
© at 3:00 p.n, ) . .

P. Pelnar, M.D.
Scientific Secretary
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- fndI~das- $aid that any exposure, even one which lastc a few days was sufficient

=pulmonary, pleural . peritoneal, gastro-intestinal and genito-urinery.
“I-The case “of ~the  lady- vho washed her husband's trousers and who developed .
'~ 1'!pleural nesothelioma was presented 2s 2 ¢

{i:h:t'tc 2c-S0% of .the-general populerion of .ths citics.have 3oze arbestos

‘4 ‘and to a .very light end even questionable asbectoc exposure. On the other - .
“hendiono. cases of.g:eural mesothelicna have been detected among the 2sbestor
~wOorkers. or among the numerous cases of pleursl pleques ir Finland, :
St Ll . -t
s oD, Irving J. 'Sedikoff who was the Chairrman and responsidble
-~for t

. [+ stateaents made at the last lew York Sympogiua, althouph in the appreciztion

"} prodblexns. it
'1ﬂfcv.thc {nterest chown for the study of the problens pertaining to the

Dr. Paul Cartier,
‘Thetford Mines, Que., Canada’

-
.

.

REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES

ON DISEASLS OF THE CHEST IN COPENHAGEN

AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH IN VIIZHNA,
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 1966,

e

it oi-More than 3,000 phycicians from all over the world were registered
sxat.each of .these meetings and among the hundred of papers presented,
T’'% were.on Asbestosis in Copenhiagen and 14 in Vienna.
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; . 7. In Cecpenhagen most. of ‘the $ papers were rather pessimistic,
jzomeny - speskers repeating the: statements mede at the New York Syvmnacium,

X! &1

rsto be~considered as a possible czusal .factor of any varietes of. cancer,

.1

(Y]

” : TN A
exszzsiratica of this theory. v

ame.-wl-Btatistics were presented showing-in some hospitals that 40 to B80S -
['"of~the cases. with cancer of any.organs were considered related to the
-sasbestos factor either becanee they were. found to have sone asbestosis,

H asbastos Dodies: or. fibers.: - -On this general principle,-if it {s truc

. i ¢
r-x 3

:
e ps

k". -

~bodies--in their lungs; then 40 to 503 of mcst cases of cancer would da

wIo2ated o .the - asbestos..factor .and the recognized facrors such-as-tobaceo T':
Jor-thezother _factcrs of: genetic or viral nature would become less important 4

ind:iess:signiticative: than-the asbestos factor.
3 Z.L:Dr.:Meurman. of Tinland presented a lar;é cerics of pleural plaqgu
~which- apparently. seems ‘Trelated <o the number of asbestos bodies present
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he-prograrme of the Copenhezgen Symposium has repcated meny of the

‘of mzny he has been less categoric and interestesd to discuss the various
Dr. Selikoff in his remarks has given come credit to Q.A.N.A.

asbestos industry. It might be of somc parancdical or practical ipterect
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o mention that-as a Hcmber of the International Committee on Occupational
iseases of the American College of Chest Physicians, I have learned that
Dr. W.G. Hannon, the regular appointed Chairman of this International
Committee, has bcen asked 3 months before the meeting to give up the
.*Chairmanship and the planning of this Copenhagen Symposium to Dr. Selikoff.

This rather strange decision could’explain why the general

-4e*ro°~*'“‘ cf the Cepenhagen Symncsium was somewhat similar to the one
. 3n Kew York although much more friendly.

- -In 1enna, ‘DPrs. Noro, Vigliani and Vorwald were the chairmen ..
of the 3 scicentific sessions on Asbestosis with the result that a more
rofitable and liberal discussion took place., Dr. Viglisni and Dr. Vorwald
dve made the direct stztement that the mere fact that a cancer is detected
“‘in an asbestos worker cannot be Intarprotated as & proof of a causal

,
e b Y Amiey T LA
=~ oo < g— — e
rebp oo wud cpabanc-pars i Shniei ISP g

shd
waresr 7.7 | vevelationship between those two factors. . : ‘"
[}
- st
|FF:aAE§f e To Dr. Bohlxg from Cermany ¢ho expressed the opinion that the jgg
TS { =acages of pleural plagues can dbe considered as candidates to the future iH
Tt &wF 1t developnent of pleural mesothelioma, it was said that.this hypothesis i
W -*apu-ars t0 be gucstionable becaucse in France, Finlend, Italy, Austria, . '
camm Y, Bulgaria .and Bclgiun _none of the cases of pleural plaques have so far 4
R ~aree, ,‘p;ug;s-beu -to-the stage of pleural. mesothelicma. The same observation "ﬁ
T prvvails for the cases of pleural plaques identified in Quebec. N
R T EUAIL Kl O .- R
F«»ﬁ"’f.‘&-. '\,‘.:""...._‘;:' - Dre Lavennc, Professor'at Louvain Unfversity and Physiologist g
Mt aiecitl ‘2% Haseelt Institute has made the remerk that unfortunately thers is e
TALLCETG oA ‘~tha-posaibility that an-unjustified hysteriz similar to ' the one  which \;ﬁ
leae — H o hes pyisved oz 10.40.15.y8a0s ago concerm.ng _berylliosis and byssinosis - -7
;;;‘;Q -'-and which has disappezred, zay.also-exist now in the case of asbestosis .

o ————
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ﬁ*“ Saefizroenitn
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«..and -tisat a more complete-scientific study may permit to obtain differeat

;.eonclusions, different. Iron thosa.publicized so largely in the recent
nedxcal llterature

-~ M

.

bodxes and of asbestes fibers in the lungs has been discussed at greet
- -length, Some participants were of the opinion that the mere detectis

--0f asbestos bodics and of fibers in the lungs means asbestosis or a
pathological hazard capable to become a causal facror of cancer, while a
‘large nunber of others refuse- to accept this viewpoint.
. Yor~ald have taken a larze part in this discussion mentioning that a
‘‘scientific approach to the investigation of those problems i{s needed and
that 2 ce-taln prudence in the cenclusicas drawn should prevail.

~

Ix remains regrettable that the selection of the Chairman and of
“the speakers of a meceting can contridbute to give such different pictures

-~

" The question of identificaticn and of .the meaning of the asbestos

Drs. Viglieni and

g

3
S
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{ . cancer to neglect all the other aspects. For that considersztion: it-was
~——{-csuggested-that-other qualified organizations such as the International .
S mn| sAssociation .on Occupational Health.should also be invited to participate -
“iboto-this-difficult task-or research, . L. T
] By e tit S T TAT PRl SRR Lo s e e . - I

Jof . the same digease. It {s for a consideration of that kind that during - n:
Z4he meeting in Vienna, it was said that it would be a mistake that the -
-~International Union against .Cancer (Heeting in Tokyo October 13966) take
;.& too. exclusive control of the study of the problems related-to asbestos
~and:give-at -the same time a too-great emphasis to the single aspect of | .
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