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1. Not  m en t ion ed  in  D r . Keh oe 's Let ter  bu t  d e fin it ely  im p lied  i s  the 
exp ect at ion  th at  le a d  ab so r p t io n  fr o m  th e p last ic  wil l  b e  t r iv ia l .
I st a t e  t h is exp l ic i t ly  a s the h y p o t h esis u n d er  in ve st iga t io n  b e cau se  
a sm a l l  ab so r p t io n  o f le ad  cou ld  n ot  b e  d e tected  w ith ou t  a len gth y 
exp e r im e n t .

T h e r e fo r e  th e exp e r im en t  w ill h ave a s i t s  p u r p o se  to d e te r m in e  
w h eth er  o r  n ot the su b je c t  a b so r b s an  ap p r e c ia b le  am ou n t  o f le ad . 
An  ap p r e c iab le  am ou n t  w il l  b e  defin ed  a s  one th at  can  be d e tected  
in  in c r e a se d  u r in ar y  e xc r e t io n  a ft e r  a  fiv e  day  p e rio d  of in t ak e .

2. A n u m b er  o f con t r o l feat u i*es w ill h ave to be b uilt  in to the e xp e r i-  
' .m eat . Th e f i r s t  p r o b lem  is  th at  th e su b je c t s food in tak e  ..may be
a ffe c t e d  by th e in c lu sio n  of th e p la st ic . Th e se co nd  p r ob lem  is 
p osed  by th e e x t r e m e  d a ily  v a r ia b i l i t y  of le ad  e xc re t io n .

3. To  ob tain  co m p ar ab le  m e a su r  eg of food  in tak e an d  e xcr e t io n  the 
fo llow in g even ts sh ou ld  be in it ia ted :

a .  Th e su b je c t  w ill s t a r t  on  a p a r t ic u la r  food  it em fo r  lun ch  a s 
soon  a s fe a sib le . Th is food  item  co a id  be a  sou p  o r m ash ed

; p o ta to es o r  an y  o th er  i t em  w h ich  can  be u se d  eventu ally  lo r  
th e in tak e of the p last ic  m a t e r ia l .

b . Th e su b je c t  w ill b e  given  a  p la st ic  n ot con tain in g le ad  fo r  a t  
l e a s t  fiv e  d ay s p r o ceed in g th e ac tu a l exp e r im en t .

c .  Th e su b je c t  w il l  be fed  on e d o se  o f p last ic  con tain in g le ad  an d 
w ill b e  fed  u n lead ed  p last ic  fo r  th e fo llow in g fiv e d ay s.

d . Th e su b je c t  w ill b e  fed  lead ed  p last ic  fo r  fiv e  d ay s 
be fo llow ed  by u n lead ed  p la st ic  fo r  fiv e  d a y s.
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3. Dr. Davis has assu red  me that unleaded plast ic can be obtained.
If the subjects food intake should be affected in  any way by the 
plast ic m ater ial the resu lts of the study cannot be of value un less 
the subjects food intake has been stabilized fir st .

4. Because of time lag in excretion  and Our experience on th is type 
of an alysis a single feeding experience may be inconclusive. How 
ever we do know that constant intake of a daily increment of lead 
fed by mouth ean be detected in  the urine within five days as long 
as th is increment is at least  of the magnitude of 3 m illigram s of 
absorbable lead.
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