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Aroclor Toxicity o

A
The final report on the problem of checking the ¢ oncentration of Aroclor vapor in
the air has been written and is now in the process of being typed, ..,
In the report the method of determiping the Aroclor concentration in the air is
given in detail. You will also find these methods in the interim report by II. I,
Richards, Jr. dated June 17, 1953.

No work has been done since last October on this project. In fact, lir. Richards
has left the company and this has cut the work a little short. Hovever, we did
accunulate enough data to show the concentration of Aroclor at various points and
under different conditions in the manufacturing area.

In connection with the room painted with Lustirex Latex Paint containing Aroclor 1248,
the sampling operation shows that the concentration falls off in a few days to the
1imit of less than 1 mg./cu, meter, There is definitely an Aroclor odor im the roon
af'ter being freshly painted and the odor persists for several days before it dis-
appears with natural air movements. In forced ventilation the story might be
different.

Our vork is merely an indication of the levels of Aroclor vapor found in the arca
under test. In our manufacturing aroas, the level varies according to the type
Aroclor being handled and the temperature of the Aroclor. The Aroclor vapors are
usually strong enough to be quite irritating when they reach the level of 1 mg./cu.
meter,

My opinion on the use of Aroclor in paint is that each paint would have to be tested
in a room, If the odor of Aroclor is present, then caution will have to be exerciscd
before the paint is distributed freely for household use,

As you probably know, work on the safe limits of Aroclor vapor concentration in air
is being carried on by the Medical Department at the Kettering Laboratories in
Cincinnati, This work on animals is well under way and will help us know a little
better just what is the safe limit of Aroclor vapor that one might work in.
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