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WORLD SYMPOSIUM
ON ASBESTOS

The World Symposium on Asbestos held in Montréal last May drew about 700 participants from 49 coun-
tries. Sponsored by the Government of Canada, the Government of Québec and the Commission of the Euro-
pean Communities, the Symposium whose theme was “Asbestos, Health and Society” enabled representa-
tives of the scientific, government, industrial and labour sectors to have their opinions heard.

Given the volume of information gathered during some 22 hours of lectures and discussions, it is to be
expected that publishing of the proceedings in two languages will require long and arduous work. Through the
cooperation of several of its members who participated in the Symposium, AMAQ was able to collect quite a
few notes which complete the information aiready available from a tape of the discussions. Although there is
no question of drawing up a detailed report of the Symposium’s proceedings, it is, however, possible to focus
on the highlights which, in hindsight, seem to stand out as the direction of this meeting. This bulletin is being

published with a view to synthesizing the findings and supporting them with the speakers’ remarks.

Conclusions of the Secretary General

At the end of the Symposium, its
Secretary General, Dr. J. Dunnigan,
reminded the participants in the clo-
sing speech that there was no simple
answer to the main issue of the Sym-
posium: “Can society live with
asbestos?.

indeed, although the participants
answered ‘‘yes" to this question, they
nonetheless multiplied the warnings
and demands for the exercise and
systematic and concerted application
of legal and strict controls of asbestos
at ail levels.

Dr. Dunnigan moreover pointed out:
“1t is obvious that research is far from
complete. Much effort and time will be
needed to fill in the numerous gaps in
our knowiedge. The analysis of
epidemiological data must be pursued,
so that the decisions of tomorrow can

be made in the light of data that are
more recent and extensive than what
is available today, especially with
regards to the evaluation of risk of low
levels of exposure, in the occupational
and para-occupational settings as
well as in the general environment.

“Concerning the general popuiation,
| think we can say that with the pre-
sent stage of knowledge on the real
and identifiable biological effects, no
scientific or medical evidence ailows
us to conclude that there is a risk for
the general public using asbestos-
based products, or that such risk, if
any, would be greater than the
multitude of other risks encountered
by the citizens of a modern society in
their daily lives.

“In our societies where the respon-
sibility of individuals, groups and

nations becomes increasingly necess-
ary, the widest and most objective
information must be made available so
that nations, groups and individuals
may take decisions in a responsible
manner”.

Dr. Dunnigan concluded: “if this first
muitidisciplinary symposium has con-
tributed to the dissemination of exten-
sive although sometimes contradicto-
ry information, | will be happy to close
these proceedings on an optimistic
perspective”.
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Asbestos, Health and Sociely
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Although the wide variety of factors involved in the asbestos issue make it ditficult to get
an overall view which is both complete and objective, the Symposium made It possible to
determing the maln orlentations which, henceforth, should guide seientists, governments,
industry and labour unions in taking up their positions and in drawing up their policles,

No to Banning, Yes to Controls

No matler where the speakers who
suc'ceeded each ofher lo the rostrum
came from, no matter their leaning or
spacialty, It was very clear thai, with
the scientific knowledge and tech-
nology cutrenlly ava lable, 1t would be
unwarranted to ban asbestos

Dr. 1. Selikoft

it 1§ mteresting to note here that Dr
Iving Sefikof, Director of (he Environ-
mental Sciences Laboralory of the
Mount Sinal School of Madicine,
admitied that the setting of sultable
contrals would make 1t possitle o con-
tinue Iving with asbestos In fact, dur-
ing the queshon peniod following his
address, he slaled: "1f asbestos use is
properly controlled, it need not be
banned. In the vernacular of the
United States, the ball is now in the
industry's court, The problem is
proper contral and ! that Is achieved,
as | said In 1976, a ban will not be
requested”,

Moreovar, although Dr Selikot did
ot say exactly whal he expected from
1 ndustry, he did sirongly insist thal
averything possible be done In the
future to ensure the safety of all “This
discussion will not be able to angwer
the critical question “should the use
of asbestos be continued?” if evi-
dence is also not aailable that it can
be safely used, that there will be
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vigarous Inslstence on all feasible
safety measures; not minimal controls
but maximum capabilities. Wauld this
prevert sll asbestos disease? No, but
it will avoid all that can be avoided, at
least at thig time. 1t may well be that to
doless than we can will be unaccep-
table",

A. Gorsuch

For her part, Ms Anne Gorsuch,
Administretor of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), who was at
the Symposwm 1o present the
American policy regarding asbestos
legrstation, alsn indicated that the ban-
ning of asbestos would not be a sulta-
ble measure “Given what we know
ahout asbestos today, we reglize that
any pramature rejection of all uses
because of poliicized theories about
potential dangers would have been
clearly out of order”.

There were many questions from the
audience regarding this passibiity of
gociely continuing to use asbestos and
Its products Although most speakers
did no! hesriate lo recommend sus-
tained and an-going ellorl lowards
ashesios controls, Ihay admitled that
the technalogy, research and pafitical
willn this regard have aheady made
passible to live with ashestos, and wilt
continue fo do 8o in the Tuture

Pr. J.C. McDonald

In addition, during one of the Sym-
posium's panel discusslons, O¢
Corbett MeDoaald, Oirector of MeGill
Universily's Institule of Occupational
Health and Sefety, clearly indicated
that asbestos mining dig not pose any
parheutar hazards for people iving
mining regions “My oplnion I that,
proylded reasonable standards of
environmental hygiene are ohserved,
the ganeral populatlon in the
chrysotlle mining districts, In Black
Lake for example, are not al any
tetectable risk."

it vl be recailed that Dr McDonald
direcied several ashestos studies, one
which is among the most important
epidemiological studies dealing with
the Thetford Mines and Black ake
region

J.F. Martontk

John F Martonik, Deputy Director of
Health Standards Programg of the U §
Department of Labor, also favoured
conbinuous control of asheslos, par-
tcularly through adequate requiations
In thus regard, he stregsed the impor-
lance of the volume and qually of
seienthe data alveady avallable for
setting up control structures which are
voth fair and stict “From the
regulatory slandpoint, the scientific

information on asbestos is or could, at
{east for regulatory purposes, be con-
sidered abundant in comparisen 1o
Information we have on many other
taxic substances. And in genera,
although there are uncerlainties, there
i5 3 profific amount of Information
available, and sufficlentinformation to
take some amount of requlatory
action, So, although we've heen dis-
cussing these uncertainties today, we

should not neglect to focus our atten-
tion on the fact that mych is known
ahout asbestos, much more perhaps
than we know about many other toxic
substances in the enviconment
today”.

Mr Marlonik also rederated the
American Government's position
which, Through tha OSHA, intends te
ensura the safety of asbestos workers
and the population i general by get-

" Contros: Scentfic and
Socio-Economic Implications

ting up sultable conlrols and regula-
lions He also stated that the ingustry
should take s share of regpongibilty
inthe implamantetion of ths palicy

Al these remarks comcide well vith
a context of cooperation &t all lavels
for controlling ashestos so that Society
may continue o hengfil from 1§
qualities without having 1o worry aout
pogsibie negalive effacts

As reards the setting up of contrals,
the representatves of the scientilic
community, the governments, the
industry and the workers allempled to
determing he [actors which any fuure
requlaling of asheslos should taka inle
aceout.

I, In ight af their remarks, the scien-
tific: nformation appears 10 b the very
basis for any regulatory process, il
als0 appears that the social and
eoonomic costs related to the imple-
menting of the legislalve measures
should be taken nto consideration

W. Simpson

The conclusions of the British
Advlsory Committee wers axpressed in
the same spiil, 88 the Committee's
Charman, Mr Wiham Simpson, who i3
4190 President of the Health and Safety
Commission, lolg the Sympasium
“The evidence certainly pointed to a
strategy for reduction in exposure to
the minimum that was reasonably
practicable; and reasonably practise-
ble in legal British language means
balancing the risk against the cost
And the recommendations of the
Committee did suggest thal we would
have 2 maximum [imit exposure level
and the contiuing duty on people to
reduce exposure to the levels that
were reasonably practicahle™.

A. Gorsuch

While reitersting the American
Government's policy objectives
regarding asbestos. Ms Anne Gorsuch
saug that the Envronmenlal Protection
Agency (EPA), of which she 18 the
Admirustrator, would not fail to take
aconomIC requmraments mio accoun!
when i draws up iis recommendations
“On behalt of President Reagan |
reaffirm the United States commit-
ment 1o the protection of the environ-
menl in ways that ensure the heaith,
safety and well-being of our peaple,
and the people of the international
community”. She continued- “This
administration will integrate its
environmental policies with its
measutes for promoting the economy,
encouraging responsfble gavernment,
and easing the burdens borne by our
people because of governmental
programs”,

N. Venkataraman

Moreover, it appeared that the cosl-
benefit concept differs according to
1he level of induglrializalion of & coun-
fry, particularly i developing nalions
due to ther socio-economis reguire-
ments In this regard, Mr Nagaswami
Venketaraman, Execulive Director of
Hinduslan Ferodu Limited, slressed
[he vilal iole played Ly asbestos i the

kay sectors of India's sconomy
“Ashestos plays a major vole in the
key sectors of the Indian econemy
and in India's plans for growth, moder-
nization and self-reliance. It is also
evident that if these plans are not to
be adversely affected, the use of
ashastes Is fikely to increase in the
1980's. {..) Looking at the prospect
of substitutes for asbestos, it is seen
that st the prasent time, thete Is no
techno-gconomically viable alterna.
tive which [s avallable in sufficient
quantities and which can be used in
existing processes”.

C. Ushewokunze

Describing the special sduation of 8
developng hation which produces
ashestos, Mr  Christapher
Ushewokunze, Secretary of the Mims-
try of Mmes in Zimbahws, pomted out
that ashestos heips fo improve the liv-
ing conditions of Third World com-
munities; “Asbestos-cement products
are particularly significant to develop-
ing countries. () In Africa and Asia
this material provides pre-fabricated
low-cast housing systems which pro-
vide an immense benefit where there
are serlous housing problems,
Asbestos-cement pipes are ralatively
light comparad to concrete and steel,
and of course are comparatively
cheap”.
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- The Population is Safe

The issug of ashestos and the
environment was wicely debated dur-
ing 2 5esslon specially devoted lo the
nulliple aspacts of non-ocoupetional
xposure

Dr. J. Sienialyck

Dr Jack Siematycki, an
epidemrologist witk (be Instiut
Armand-Frappier of Montréal, pre-
sented the canclusions of & study
sponsoted by the Quétac Departmant
of Social Alfars and conducted
recently on the people living in the
asbestos region. The results of this
atudy now make 1t possible to state,
amang other things, thal fameles hving
in the lowng of Thetford Mmes and
Asbestos are experiencing no excess
morality dua to asbesles exposure
This 18 all the mare remarkable given
the fact that these people are exposed
to a concentration of fiores 1 the air
and water thal Is infinilely higher than
alsewnere, due to the presence and
mining of chrysolle geiosits nearby

Dr Siemiatycki pointed out that
“Degpite the fact that these women
have been cxposed, most of them
since childhood, to an environmenl
which may have been a 100 times or
more palluted with chrysotile
asbestos than those reported in some
major Narth American and European
cltles, they have not experienced
mortalily rates significantly in excass
of Québec rates. The confidence
[imits would indicale that these
results are certamly compatible with
the hypothesis of no excess risk”,

W. Felbermayer

in order to gel as conplele a picture
as possible of the effects of asbeslos
on the general population, It was
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essential to study also emissions inte
the environment which could be
refated lo finished products This
aspect of the Issue was researched by
Mr Wolfgang Felbermaysr, Head of the
Institute for Enviranmenial Pratection
and Clean A, in Austria

The study was more specifically
aimed at delermining the conse-
quences on the environment of widely
used asbestos-cement rooling in &
qvensite The objecl of ihe study was
lo answer the followsng questions
What 13 Ihe total concentratian of
fibres 1n the arr and how aré they dis-
tributed? What mflvence do weather
changes have on the fibre concentra-
tion in the &ir? Doas the normal wear ol
asbeslos.cement producls increase
the concentration of asbeslos fibresin
the environment?

To angwer these questons, (he
researchers analyzed air sampleg from
sites with and withoul agbestos-
cement foofing Coe of the most
remarkable results of this study is the
demonsiration that the concen'ralions
of ashestos fites n the air which can
be attributed to ashestos-cameni raof-
ng are always below 1 fibre per htre,
no matter what weather changes
occur Mr Urs Mam presented the
repart on he study to the Symposium
“Al the test sites with and withoul
ashestos-cement roofing, the total
fibre concentration has the same
magnitude ag organic and organic
fibre concentrations. () The extent
of the total fibre concenteation is
dependent on envitonmental factors
such as type of heating, land use, and
90 forth It was possible to correlate
fibre concentrations with seasonal
conditions only at sites with
asbestos-cement rooting. (..) The
average calculable asbestos fibre

concentrations at the two test sites
are lower than the determining limit of
1 fibre per litre™

M. Ross

Finally, Mr Malcolm Ross, Resesrch
Mineralogist with the United States
Geological Survey, reminded the
assembly (hal the presence of
gsbastos in the enwironment and the
resutting exposure for the population
could not be solely related lo the com-
mercial mining of this are in fact,
ashestos exists in it natural state
throughout the earth's crust It ¢an be
found i waler as well as n so1s

I addilion 1 the vanous types of
ashestos which are mined commer-
cially, geologisls and mineraiogists
have found that asbestitarm fibres are
present in oher types of ares Minatly,
sccording fo the mineralogist, the
extrachon of cerlan ores, such as
gold, emts mineral fiores which are
chemically denlical (o ashestos fibres
and represent similar risks Mr Ross
therefore concluded “The problem of
nan-ogcupational exposure not only
extends from the use of commercial
ashestos but from all sorts of other
activitiea that we might not think as
ditactly related to ashestos
exposure”.

Having presented these lacts, the
aulhor concuded s address with
sarcasiic remark aimed at unwavering
disparagers of ashestos “If a car-
cinogen is defined as something that
will cause cancer when implanted into
animals, — and il appears that some
partion of the particles in many kinds
of rock dust could, when implanted
ino experimental animals, cause
some tumars ~ then we have a defini-
tion that a significant portion of the
earth's crust is a carcinogen”.

Substitutes, an (ncertain Avenue

Mediczl and scigntific rescarch
combined with technolegy have made
It possible today to provide for the
satety of the warkers and the popula-
tion in the extraction and progessing of
the fibre Cn the other hand, it 15 stil
difficult at the present hme lo achieve
the same certainty lor every product,
although sludies are baing conducted
to delerming tha safe uses of asbestos.

Awara of this fact, the industry, the
governments and the scientists have
callaborated i the development of
subsiitutes which would offer befter
guarantees of qualily and safely than
ashestos However, the very properbies
of asheslos hbre and s many applica-
tions make its replacement an
extramsly complox 1ssue

A Pye

This was emphasized by Mr Andrew
Pye, Associate Editor of Design
Engineerng Magezine, of Greal By-
lain, who colishorated in & sludy on
aubstitutes “The point that | wish to
emphasize is that the substitutlon of
asbestos conteining materials will not
be by a sinale, eniversal product;

rather each application has to be con-
sidered individually, The resultant
erosion of the supply infrastructure of
{he user industries will gvidently lead
to cost penalties assoclated with the
use of substitutes”.

Dr. R. Bluzat

In fact, the speakers who dealt with
this matter had to agmit that, In the
majority of cases, the subslitutes
olfered no more guarantess than
asbestos and that, consequently, any
subslitution at the present time
seemed premature This opiion wes
supported by Dr Roger Bluzat,
Research Gonsultant for Saint-Gobain
Pont-a-Mousson, i France, using the
example of asbestos-cement “n my
opinion, asbestos cannot disappedr
yet = and ! do mesn yet - from
asbestos-cement protucts, hecause
the substitute products still do not
have all the qualitles required”

Or Bluzat then expanded on his
statement, particularly with regard 1o
biology, technology and cost implica-
lions “First of all, concerning the
biclogical safely of artificlal mineral

Selected Safe Uses

The recommendatien to reduce
exposure [evefs lhrough selective
regulalion according to the types of
lpreg and products seems ta be the
general direction taken by a good num-
her of the speakers and participants at
the Symposim

W, Hunter

In particuler, it 13 the position
adopted hy the GEC and presented by
M+ Willlam Hunter, Principal
Administralor of (he Heath and Safety
Drractorate of the Commission of the

fibres, let's say that this safety, as Dr.
Chris Wagner sald, is probable, but is
not yet guaranteed. (..) Secondly,
there 15 the aspect of the durability of
the products. With synthetic and
organie fibras as well as with flbre-
glass, resistance problems within the
cemant arg still very complex and pro-
bably still not resolved, Finally, there
158 ¢ost problam which must be men.
tioned, even If it won't please every-
body. The substitute product is more
expensive and tor the time betng, this
higher cost goes hand in hand with
poorer quality. Hence, replacement is
probably possible on the long term,
and is currently the subject of inten-
sive studies. In the short term,
however, | think that the efiorts are
being directed at & manufacturing
mathod and types of use which keep
exposure to a minimum"”

it appears from these discussions
that current gcientfic knowledgs does
not permitto draw conclusions regard-
ing the bialogical effects of the
substitute fibres, whether ihey are
OFGANIC OF tROTganic.

European Communities' “Expesure
teduction is to take place by lethnical
and individual protsction measures.
Limit values proposed for crocidolite
are of 0.2f/cc and for other types of
ashestos as 11/cc”. Mr Hunter aiso
pointed o0t that, if asbestos 15 1o hep

5



- _Dullotin

*Selecled Safe Uses

replaced, lhere mus. be the assurance
that the subslitutes offer better
guarantees of quahity and safely
Relarring to a propesal of the CEC, he
gxplainad that, withregard fo finding a
teplacement “ashestos shall be rep-
laced by suitable and safer
substitutes when thiey are available”,

For the moment, e Commission Is
proposing reguletions dealing with the
reslrichve use of asbostos through @
selaction of hbres end products con-
sidered safe “Thers Is a requirement
for crocldolite whith prohibits cro-
tidolite except in ashestos-cement
pipes and in acid-resisting seals,
gaskets and jolnt packings. There are
other prohibltions: there is & prohibi-
tion as regards insulation, air fitters,
ang roadway surfscing, and also 2
ptohibition when ashestos is used
solely for decorative purposes”.

Dr. J.C. McDonald

Along the same ilnes, but referring to
the manufacturing of the products
rather than ther use, Dr Gorbett
MeDonald stressed the varations n
the dimension and very nalure of the
ik, depending on the type of filre and
type ol mdustrial process Refernng to
the four magar epdemivlogical swdies
dealing with the dosé-1asponse rela-
tionship as regards lung cancer end lo
the results of 24 studies as regards
mesothelioma, Dr McDanald drew
stlention fo the fact that “There are
very marked differences in the risk in
different industrial situatlons, and
vory substantlai differences, par-
ticularly relating to mesothelioma, in
relation to {he fibra types | would say
that unlgss soclety can control
ashestos, using measurements of the
fibres of the size that really ate caus-

Ing troubie, then it would be best to
take notice of these differences, and
perhaps to concentrate its social
needs in the industries of lower figk,
which in general are probably the fri¢-
tion industries and the ¢ement indus-
tries = certainly not Insulatlon, very
quastionably textle ~ and to be very
cautious, or to abandon the use of the
amphiboles, | will not say ihat it might
not be possible to deal with the
amphibales If we had an adequate
measures of exposure”.

Dunng the panel discussion which
followed his address, Or, McDonald
sard regarding chrysotde “1 am
reasanably happy that it is possible to
mine chrysotile, probably to make
frition products, probably to make
asbestos-cement pipe products at &
level where no epidemiologist would
be able to detact an excess {isk]".

Asbestos: A Degision for Society

Fallowng the meny addresses and
discuseons at the Sympasium, a con-
sensus was reached to the effect that
the fulure of asbestos hies i (he
development of sutable regulations
and the systematiz apphication of strict
control messures, from the moment the
Hhrs 1§ mined to s use m the form of
finished products, mcluding all phases
of ils handling However, the condi-
tions of this control and he basts for
these regulations shil give rise to major
differences of opmion between the
vanoug parties eoncerned

Dr. J. Pelo

Furthermorg, it must be recogmzed
that the scientific data, whick must be

the basis for any decision, do nat
atways tatly This point wes raised by
Dr Julgn Peto, epidemiplogist with the
Imperial Cancer Research Fynd at
Oxford Universily The speaker, intact,
streseed the need for researchers fo
feach a consensus belore supplying
socialy with the data required for aay
decision-making

On the other hand, Dr Peto ponted
out Ihat the scnhgt cannot be asked
1o give the answer to a moral of polili-
cal question “Rights and respon-
sihilities are moral and social rather
than scientitic issues, and a scientist
s no better qualified than anyons else
to decide whether g risk of 1 n 1000
or 1 in 10 is aceeptable The scien-
tigt’s job Is to decide whether the risk

at a particular level of exposure is in
fact1in10000r1in 10",

While recognizing that the assess-
ment of the nisk 15 shill & complex task
for ail parties concerned, Dr Pelo s of
1he opinion that 15 up to Government
lo determing what 15 an acceptable
nsk, sinee this 15 a politcal decigion
It seams to me self-evident that
neither management nor labour can be
expecied to adjudicate falrly in con-
flicts involving therr interest, So the
primary responsibility for both regula-
tion and effective enforcement has to
lle with the government. The govern-
ment, and hence, n fact, society will
bear the primary responsibility, both
for failing to get the hest advice, and
for failing to act onit",

New Scientific Data

The chemical differences noted between the raw
asbestos fibre and tha processed fibre could produce
marked varlations In their biologicel effects o man

Dr. J. Dunnigan

Allsast this s what can b mierred from the synthesls of
about twenty scientific studies presented at the Sym-
posum by Dr Jacques Dunngan, Director Gansral of
I'mstitut de Recherche e de Développement sur 'Amiante
(IRDA) Showing that the surlace properties play a defer-
mining role fn the foxcily of frous materials, these
studies provide mportant information which could prove to
be an essenlial element in any future regulating of
asbestos ang s products. fn addition, this finding adds a
new dimensionta the theoly developed by Mr Miller
Stanton according 1o which thephysical proparties of the
fibre could be the principal factar responsible for the
biclogical effects of asbestos

According 1o Dr. Dunnigan “Fibrous particles which
may be emitted of released from finished products may
very well be physico-chemically different from the
origingl fibres, This In turn may very well laad to 2
modiflcation of their biological affects”. Stressing the
importance thal such & ditference could have n terng of
regulations, he added “Requlations concerning the use
of finished products are not scientifically supported if
arrlved at by extrapolation of the biolegical or
epidemlological data abtained after exposure to pure, un-
modified fibres, Regulations should therefore discrimi
nate between the end-uses of ehrysotle in which the
fibres have been altered physice-chemically, and those
U568 in which pure, chemically un-modified fibres may be
emitted’.

Dr, A, Langer

Dr Dunnigan's remarks were supported by Dr Arthur
Langer. Assogiate Diractor of the Environmental Sciences
Laboratory of the Mounl Sinar School of Medicine, New
York Dunng the panel discusslon folfowing the addresses,
Or Langer n fact declared “The bottom line is that in any
study, whether it's an epidemiological study, or an animal
study of an IN VITRO study, th~ materats must be
thoroughly characterized physically and chemically to
make sense of the overall pattern”.

A Deruytiere

On the practical side, 4 comparative study mads I
possible to differsntiate between the physico-chamlcal
proparties of virgin asbestes dust and asbastos-cement
dust Mr. André Deruylters, Head of the Physical
Metallurgy Section o the Universly of Leuven {Belgium),
prasenied the detalls of ths rasearch which he condusted
Ha explalnad, m particular, that if the two types of dust are
submted to various tests, Including that of absorption, it
I8 found that the reaction of the fibrocement dust is closer
1o that of cemenl than that of pure asbestos According to
the author, the lollowing general conclusion can be drawn.
“One should not consider that everything which applies
to virgin asbestos &lso applies to ashestos.cement dust,
It would be interesting, however, fo make simitar
investigations of dust produced in other circumstances
and from end-use produsts of other compositions of
which have been processed In a different way".

Dr.P. Sébastien

Furthermore, during the discussion following the
addresees, Dr Palrlck Séhastien (France) also stressed
the importance that the data on the biologleal effects
related to the fibre's physico-chemicel charactenstics
would have on epidenmiolonical studles: “We already have
evidence showing that the dose mechanisms, such 88
deposlt, purification, translocation, durabilty, cell
panstration, are controlled by, among other things, cer-
tain physico-chemical characteristics of the flbres.
Unfortunately, the epidemiologists have not been able up
{0 now to incorporate these data into their studies. The
only data avallable 1o them was the level of pollution
expressed in milions of particles per cuble foot — which
information might not ba specific anaugh”.

In addibon, he siressed the mportance of enalyzing
iseues for assessing exposures “1'd fike to mention that
there are methods inspired from biological monitering
which, by characterizing and delermining the quantlty of
fibres in human bleloglcal samples, enable to better dotu-
ment asbestos exposures and particularly, past
exposures”.

On this same subject, Dr Alison McConald, Frogram
Dyrector at the Instilule of Qcoupational and Environmen-
lal Health, in Montréal, polnted out that recent laboratory
results from the analysis of senes of lung tissues, agree
with the findings of other epidennological Studies



| “The Industry’s Position

While stressing the importance of the progress achieved in the field of asbestos over the past ten years, the
Symposium made it possible to better assess the work which remains to be done. In view of this, the industry
reiterated, through its representatives, that it would fully assume its responsibilities.

This was in essence the message of Mr. Jean Dupéré, AMAQ President, and of Mr. Etienne van der Rest,

Chairman of the Board of the AlA.

Asbestos International Association

“The first duty of industry is to take
all necessary precautions so that, at
the stage of extraction of fibres from
the mines, of manufacture of products
using asbestos as a raw material and,
finally, of utilisation of the finished
products likely to release the fibres,
there is no socially unacceptabile risk.

“In the light of current knowledge,
industry is working on the basis that
there is a socially acceptable risk
when the fibre level is kept below 2 {/
cm3, a level which today has been
adopted in most countries.

“Industry feeis that it is one of its
duties to keep an open, objective and

constructive discussion going with
governmental, trade union, medical,
scientific and consumer interest cir-
cles and to seek with them suitabtle
solutions which are acceptable to
everyone.”

— Etienne van der Rest —

Association des mines d’amiante du Québec

“The debate on asbestos is not over
yet. The case remains open... because
the evaluation of the positive and
negative aspects of asbestos cannot
be done in isolation, without weighing
the positive and negative aspects of
substitution, which still remains
entirely to be evaluated, whether with
regard to the health and safety ot the
workers and the public, product safety
or environmental protection.

“The industry | represent unreser-
vedly supports the principle of apply-
ing standards and regulations that
would govern asbestos and its usage.
What is more, it recently even took the
initiative of setting up an information
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centre devoted to promoting the safe
use of asbestos, one of the essential
tasks of this centre being to make
countries still without laws and
regulations of this nature aware of the
importance of doing so without delay.

“What we ask of the legislators and
regulatory bodies is that they recogn-
ize the progress made in the last 20
years, in resolving the problems
related to asbestos and in developing
techniques and products that are in
every way the equal, as regards
safety, of thousands of products that
are used daily and that no one would
ever think of questioning.

MR. BARRY CASTLEMAR
1722, LINDEN AVE,
BALTIMORE, MD 21217
U,5.A,

“What we also ask, inasmuch as the
objective of the laws and regulations
is to protect the workers and the pub-
lic and not to destroy an industry or a
product at the expense of another
industry or product, is that asbestos
be viewed in terms of the potential
and limitations for its safe use today
and not in terms of the conditions
under which it was produced and used
25, 30 or 40 years ago. This is all we
ask. Nothing more. Nothing less.”

— Jean Dupéré —

Editor’s note: ,
Quotations of Drs. Bluzat and Sebastien
are translations from French.
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