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'FDA Urges No Change in Reserpine;
Will Lower Some Tolerances for PCB

No changes should be made in ei-
! ther the labeling or the marketing of
!hl drug reserpine, an advisory panel
of the Food & Drug Administration has
"concluded. The panel’s recommenda-
tions receilved the unanimous support
of its members.

National Cancer Institute findings on re-

serpine had suggesied that the drug, used
against high Naul pressure; might be car-

MONS

cinogenic. The suggestion came frem
studies of the drug administered to rodents.
According to the FDA panel, hewever,

the animal data had not been
analyzed in order {0 reach such a comche
llon linking the medication te a cancer risk.
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facturer of reserpine, has alse
the pathologists’ review of the animal
as to its adequacy.
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in umcullr. recent studies have linked
i the ehemicails to liver tumors and repre
::c“uu problems in test asimais, FDA

The bmpact of FDA's action Is expected
to fall particularly hard em
fishing interests. The agency netes that it

* has estimated that the new tolerances could
mﬂthnbnd.uﬂlnmdﬂn
year, virtually all freshwater species.

Details of the changes in the telerances
Icur in the June 29 Feders/ Register.
Bew tolerances, which are in the low

:m per-million range, are te become of-

ive on products shipped in Interstate

commerce on August 28.
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