Leaa Industries Association, Inc.

292 Madison Avenue + New York, N. Y. 10017 -+ Telephone: (212) 532-2373

Environmental Health Department

February 19, 1982

TO: Official Members
LIA Environmental Health Committee

FROM: Rosalind Voipe - Research Associate, Environmental Health

SUBJECT: Lead in Gasoline

On February 18, 1982, the Environmental Protection Agency stated
that it would consider relaxing or repealing its rule that large
oil refiners limit the amount of lead they add to gasoline. Com~
ments on the rescission or several possible modifications of the
standard will be received for 60 days, and public hearings are
scheduled for March 23 and March 24. The agency also proposed
to suspend indefinitely the October 1, 1982 deadline by which
small refiners now subject to less rigorous lead standards would
have to meet the half-gram limit. A 30-day comment period was
specified for this proposal. The Lead Industries Association
will be actively participating during these comment periods.

Sincerely,

oalls, S o

Rosal...d Volpe
Research Associate,
Environmental Health
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1982

U.S. May Repeal Rules Limiting Lead in G

By ROBERT D. HERSHEY Jr.
Spacial to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 -~ The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency said
today that it would consider relaxing or
repealing its rule that large oil refiners
limit the amount of lead they add to
gasoline on the ground that the the pollu-
tion-control measure was becoming out-
moded. N

Lead improves the performance of
gasoline in an engine, but becauseitisa

o82€d% 10

dangerous pollutant, the Government
has required that big refiners limit the
amount of lead that may be added to
each gallon toone-half gram.

The agency acted in response to a re-
quest last year by the Vice President’s
Task Force on Regulatory Reform that
it reconsider its rules in light of the
sharprise in the use of unleaded fuel,

Since 1975, all new automobiles have
been required to have catal
ers to reduce pollution. Unleaded gaso-
line, which must be used in cars that
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have catalytic converters because they
are easily fouled by lead, now accounts
for 52 percent of gasoline consumption.

Hearings Scheduled in March

“Within four to six years, evenif there
were no standard for lead in gasoline,
the growth in unleaded gasoline usage
would result in total usage of lead anti-
knock additives equal to the level of
e under current regulatory con-
trols,” the environmental agency said.

Comments on the rescission or sev-
eral possible modifications of the stand-
ard will be received for 60 days, and
public hearings are scheduled for
March 23 and March 24.

- Environmental groups responded an-
grilytothe agency initiative.

»[f the Reagan Administration has its
way, an old environmental hazard that
caused brain damage, retardation and
learning disabilities in young children
will reappear,’’ said Clarence M. Ditlow
3d, director of the Center for Auto Safe-
ty. “Raising the present limits on lead
in gasoline will not only prevent many of
these children from getting below the
danger level, but will cause lead poison-
{ng among children to rise toward the
common problem it was in the 1960°s.”

Eric Goldstein of the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council said, “The Ad-
ministration is playing Russian roulette
with the public health of American chil-
dren.”

Awalting Public Comment

Spokesmen for the environmental
agency stressed that the review of its
hag;gnm standard, which was estab-
lished under the Clean Air Act of 1970,
did not yet constitute an actual pro-
posal, which will not be made until after
public comment has been received.

- However, the agency did propose
today to suspend indefinitely the Oct. 1
deadline by which small refiners now

subject to less rigorous lead standards
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