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R. 0. Pehrson, Ezq.,
Turner Brothers Asdestos Co. Lid.,
Rochdals,
RGS

TJLC/TMN 9th Noveaber 1930.

Dear Mr. Pehrsoa,

Draft Shipduildins Refulations

Consequent on my discussion of this subjeot at Washiagton
last week and with you this weak, I enclose herswith a copy of & drar:
letter to the Fagtory Department of the Ninistry of Ladour which I have
prenpered, You will appreciate that this 1s only a preliminary drart
intended largely to serve as a bazls for discusoion; it is clear that
ths fora of the latter will require careful consideration bdoth by
JoW,R.1td, and N.I.C2.Ltd, anéd I anticipate that substantial alteratisas
Lo tle draft will be nsoessary,

I am sending to Mr., Soothill another copy of the draft
lettar tnrather with a copy of thia letter %o you and so far es W.I.Co.Ll%d
are concerned, I have alao written to Mr, Shaw with another c¢ooy of tnhe
Taft letter and have sent copies to Mr, Hanson and Mr. wilsoa.

The two najor polnts appear to be the vital necessity of
excludling Pinished Articles from the operation of these Regpulations :
85 far as asbentos 13 concerned, and aecondly, tha squally i=poertant
question w#ith regard ts the use of respiratdrs by others workiag in

the "vicialty".

After I have received sugpestions from tho Dirsotors o
whoa the draft letter is now bdeing sent, I will make appropriate
alteratioas to the draft, and 1% may de that a riceting between us azd
Mr., Shaw will prove dosirable and would probably save time and
gorreaposadence, .

Yours faithtully,

o< <

Kac. Seorstary.
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The Yinistry of Labour and
_Hational Servins,

Factory Zepartment,

St, James's Square,
Lcndon, S.,W,1.

Jear 3irs,

Drafc Pegulations fox Shirbailding
and Chip-resairing

A copy of the above draft Regulatlons has recents
teen sent to uy by our Subtsidiary Company, Mevalls Insaiaticn
So. Ltd. of Veshington Station, Nc. Durham, they telng soncernad
with the references contained therein to astesteos, 3ince they narcy
cn a substantial insulation 2ontracting Musing:s {n conne-rticn with

snipbuilding and ship-repsiring.

In addition, ansther Subsidiary Cempany of Turner &
sewall Ltd. L= acneerned, namoly J. Y. Daterts Lid. of iidhand
~ories, Araley, lLeeds, that Crompany bolng the aqwnurx of certain
patants under which the Reberis» Asteatos Spray Pre:esc {s cperated:
Newalls Insulation Co. Ltd- hold & Licanae fram J, W, Roherts Ltd.
in respact of the use cf that Process in connection with ship-

Lailding ana ship-ropairing.

e draft ltojuiatiens auggest that statemn ts should
te sant to the Miniztry, indicating triefly and prcvisionally what
points on tha draft Regulations it !s desired to discuss, and
accordingly I have been asked to put the following points forward

for consideration by the Department and for later discussicn.

1. It may first be of advantage to refar to the circular
latter sent ocut by the Ministry in August 1945 under the



heading of "Asbestos Insulation aboard Ships®, to which in

fact a lengthy reply was sent to the Chisf Inspe:ter of
Factories by Turner & Newall Ltd. on 4th Octobsr 1945. Zu-n
reply showed finter alia) that no difficuliy ancse so far -
we ware :oncerned in the :azs cf the six points mentioned in
ihe adrsular letter of August 1945, exzept point 3 on.erning
che wse of respirators. Ac ragards that poin%, our reply
indiatod that the suggasticn that woerkmen engaged In fitting
ST remeving any dry insulation material containing ashastos

on tourd ship (a3 supgested in point 3 of the sircular letter .
wag in aur view auite unnscessary and lpnappropriate, and that
I oany sush action were imposod in that manner it would mean
in sffo:v a very wide extension to the .sbastcsis Regulaticns,
a3 the lntter aaws always applied: in general te manufacturing
precessas only and have rat Ln any way appliod %o finlshed
gcods.  Moraover, our reply stated that 4t was cignifizant
that our experience in %*ne past had shewn that no 2ases f
asbestoals have arlsen amongst employees hand.ing and applying

finishad products; that, I undsrstand, is still the zase.

We aro enncarned only with thoss portiens of the
draft Regulations which apply to the use or application of
astestus, namely the definition of asbegtos in Negulation 3
and the provisions of Regulations 70 and 71 as to the use of

respirators and the employment ¢f young persons. . i

The definition of asbestos inu Regulation 3 states
that asbastcs means "any fidbrous silicate mineral and any

adnixture containing any such mineral’, and we would like tc
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te allowed to submit that such definition is certainly
ambiguous and might be read as having an extremely wids
application. For the reasons mentioned in our letter ¢
4th October 1945 and referred to also in this latter, we
that the definition of asbestos should be limited to the
and applicaticn of the fibre itself (or any admixture the:
in its rav and dry unmanufacstured state, and that to preve.
nisunderstanding the definition should show thaot manufactur
goods are completsly excluded from ths deofinition. Ve fee.
it likely that it was not the Dapartment’'s intention that
manufactured geods should fall within the definition, but we
think that the position should be made clear.

Newa'ls Insulation Co. Ltd. (in addition to opsrzting
the Spray Prouzess) apply on board ship a large range of
manufactured insulating materials such as Se:tions and Slabda
composad of magnesia and{ur asbestus; 1n many casez thesws
insulation products are covered in cotton zanvas or sarim
~~2loth, in others they are mixed with cement, and in all thess
cases there in no asbastos dust and no possidility of rlsx.
Mcreover, a large proportion of tue products applied by
Newalls lnsulaticn Co. Ltd. are what are known as "8§5% lagnes:
Products", tho asbestos content being the remaining 15% only.

As a basis for discussion we put forward for
consideration by the Department the following revised
dafinition «

"Asbestos"” means any magnesium silicate mineral in its

rav and drvy urmanufactared crnta amAd amer adedudoee
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containing any such mineral, this definition not
including therefore any manufactured products or

plastic composed whclly or partly of asbestos”

As regards Regulation 70 dealing with respiraturs,
the werding of paragraph (a) would te, in our view, muzh tco
wide unless the definition of asbestes is limited s as %o

ex:lude manufactured producis.

We are under the impression that in general the
references to aibestos included in the draft Regulations have
been included tecausé of the widoespresad uss of tho Asbactos
Spray Process aboard ship, and that such referonces ars
thercfire intended tec be directed mainly to the uso of that
frecess.  No suggestion has ever been made to us befors that
respirators showld ¥a worn in connection with tho handling or
aprpilication of the :inished articlec; on that basis every
plunter for instance installing Magnesia Insulaticn Se:xtions

anyvhers in this country should wear a respirator!

Befors the Asbestosis Rogulations came into eoffect in

1¢3., we ware similarly given the oppurtunity of making

representations to the Home O0ffice as regards the wording
therscf, and certain suggestions we then made were acceptsd
having the sffaect of ekcluding all manufactured products from
the operation of those Regulations, and sonfining the latier
in effect to asbestos fibre in its dry and unmanufactured
state. The 1ncidenco of asbestosis since 1931 shows that
such limitation of the Regulstions‘was perfectly appropriate,
as astestosis éa:es within this organisation since 1931 have
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in  general cccurred amongst employees handling dry asbestos
fibre as such and not emongst employses handling finished

goods nade wholly or partly of asbastos.

As regards the Jpray Process itself, ocur spray
operators have been provided with resmiratoers for a nunmter of
years at the request of the lCepartmsnt. and I am (nformed that
it 15 still a fact that no asbestosis cases have occcurred
enongst them, although the Process has been in uss extansivslvy
for scze 20 years and has been operatad to an in:creasing exfent,

particularly during and 31nce tha var.

The Spray Prucess has been very significantly improved
during the last few years through the invention {(patented by
J. W. Hoberts Ltd.) of what i3 known as the "Drum Damping
Prccess” whereby the asbestos fiira i3 damped in a drim tefore

m

the mixture is placed in the Roterts Spray Machine. This

Inventicn has roduced ths duat in the atmosphere so sudbgrantiacily

that the Spray Process can {or instancs ncv s operatod Ty
T, W, Ruterts Ltd. in railway carriage worits alongside newly

painted railway coaches whose paint ig still sticly.

This point is mentinned in relation tu the word

~ “yiecinity” in paragraph (8) of draft Regulation 70. That

word is not dofined in the Rogulations and we would like to
submit that the phrase “immediato'vioinity" should de used,
Whataver risk there may be from the Spray Procsss can clearly
only exist (if at all) in the 1mmodiato vicinity of the work.
From the experiencs gained by J. W, Roberts Ltd. and Hewalls

}
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Insulation Co. Ltd, over a lengthy period, the risk would
certainly appear to be slight, i1f not negligidle, and this
opinicon I8 supported by the complete absence of any

asbestosis cases amengs® the hundreds of spray cperatives

who have teen zoncerned.
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Ir -aze our lottor of Ath Ortctar 194% mentinned aceve

i3 not availatle tc you, I enzlose a cony of it harewith.

we would be glad to aczept the invitation centained
in the rrefac:e t¢ the draft Ragulatione as to diszsussing the
pesitics perscnally with reprcsantatives of the Department at any

autually sonvenilent date.-

Intirs faithfully,
Cor TURIBAR & tHE ALL LIMITED,

C‘ - Je:retary.-



