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Although ceruia difficultiss remait © be «-
“ained, the theory thse silica o 3 caumasive
™ *umonary fbrosis is widely accepead.

wxever, the Ebwgm;mﬁd- of silicates
* sanudered, these di N8 e very 14

*creased, Olivane, for exampis, has bean shown
+ “rovake anly 3 formgn body reaction and hes
e suggested  for work, wheress
whcitos 4 notorious.  Seudie (v 2 !
‘“mposniuon of aumosphenc dusts and ashed ﬁm
aur e progrmaing wd to the dsm
Mwneg of soiubility wad aryseal form sre bemng
“ted. 1f the solubility is lugh. 28 in the cese of

I

wlime 2ad Seiz.20d s0ls, “be material .
“ fart 10 produce Gbrosm A low solubility, such
4 ° auorvures of quary and ausunium, equally
s ibross (King, 1938). There appean

i cpumumm uze of with 3 surface

<% which will reiease siiica o it quennty
» o siReums mph of ome.
Lt wumal epenmenn this was found » de
Bour 5.1 mueron (Tedbers @ al, 1045). 1a the
Mo of abesos Sbrem. « hag been sbown that

3

8y H. Wyos, MA., MD. o.:.a.\/\

rd

wherams there is an exewm of chrvwotie over hom.
bleadde vanetios in dusts, amhed lung tsues cone
tin onlv hombiende (Sundius. :¢38: Kuha,
1942} [t is conciuded that it 4 the chrvsatile
solunca which is the fibrosing agent. Cardner
(1918) demonserazed by expeniment that
longer fbres produced a fAbrouc rescton which
did not secur with shorwr dbres and concluded
that abagtosss is, a2 sV P58 in PRIt 3 Mecharuc.
idly wndinoned compiax of lung changw. in
suppore of this mechanucal theoey, [oanstone
{1948) records the dirsesl observanon that woekers
at the Thetford Mills, exposed to hugh concanerse
tons of curemely fine asbustos dust, did not suffer
from asbestoss.

Sguctuniliy slia shows continuous three-
dimessional srangemanta of Si0, truahedr and
to these may De reiaced such 3 surfaee 4 s pro-
duce the charactersue biciogical effecs. Thase
ulicatm, thervfore, whreh moam nearly resembie
quara 18 having 3 thresvdimensienal network of
anlicon-oxygen tetrshedrs are likely, theorenally,
to produce nmular biciogreal phancoenas.  Thess
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