\Pdahmwl gatud, ﬂarmsh zmil fuarquer Assoriafion

LON- C~O R P O R‘A T .-E D

1500 RHODE [SLAND AVE.. N.W., WASHINGTON 5. D C..

OFFICERS . - CABLE ADDRESS: NATPA - REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS
PRESIDENT - : o : ) : . " NEW ENGLAND — DENISON W, GREENE, PROYIDEN:
JosEPH F, BATTLEY. WAsmNc'roN OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT B : LT
VICE, PRESIDENT - i : EASTERN — R. J. ECKART, NEW YORK

" Hi BRAITH DAVIS. BALTIMORE.
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT =
. LAURENCE KIEFER, WASHINGTON
. TREN URER~ .

CENTRAL ~— - EDWARD A, FOY ClNClNHAT!

SOUTHERN PAUL B, CEFALU ATLANTA

£ F. cox. PmL.ADzLPmA : o N . . SOUTHWESTERN — C. E. LAMBERT HousToN
szcnznm' —x . S S - ; . . : ’ )
ALLANUW. foATES, Ry ' iy ' . ] ; RY_B. DENVER

The enclosed article describing the ioint‘campaign of
the Bal timo"e Bealth Cepartment aund the Balvimore Urban
Renewal zrd Housirg Agency to remove oAd fialking paint
- from substandard dwellings and reéplace it with new,

A . safe paint, 'strecses tke need for more education on

] ' bygiene in the home.

Dr. Huntington Wil liams, the Commissioner of Health of
Baltimore, has given us permission -to renroﬂu s this
articlé,'Which‘camonSTraa-s that warning labels aione
do not prevent uninformed pers ons from using lead paint
on the 1nter~o*s oz dWﬁsgln?Sa '
The Baltimore authorities, neverthaiess, insist that
tne_;o,*ow:ng warning appear as a sceparate label on all
conﬁainers‘cfvpaints with more tnén ‘% -ead' '
."“f /NI¥C - Contairs lead, Harmful if eaten,5 Do
not apriy on any interior surfaces of a dwelling,.

or oI a place used for the care of children, or
on Wi ndow 5111 uoys, eribs or other *Lrnluurv.

Also a&tachea is a copy of an 1nformative talk by Dan Rin
- our General Counsel, on "How Labeling uealslatloa AZ fec
tae Pzint *naustry" ~ You will find it helpful.
'Slncerely ycuﬂy,
‘ f// fé) «f/({fl

7, ; //P“eSLdent . .
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True Prevention
‘Lead Paint Poisoning

A néw and‘truly'préventive prooram aimed at keeping teething '

. age children from becoming ill with lead paint poisoning was
‘ _inaugu‘ated by the City Health Departiment on December 16, 1959

ws‘oner,o* Health' visited thn home of a child

h*pal £ sawples frcm the windcw gills and else-
' Thn new e‘ement added tc this 30 yeﬂr provram

1 an ‘lbub4ng Acency.
| : -‘rdegartmental Teamﬁork
Since 1931 ﬁﬂen the City Health Department first began to

keep records of lead paint pc¢“0n1ug in children 800 Baltimore :
children have been known to have suilered from lead paznt pcisoning

and 124 of them have died. Ten of them died in one singlie year,

1958,  Studies have shown that a2 large perceantage of these cases

occurred in "lead alley", especizlly that part cf it in the Druid

Health District, and it ib for this reascn that the Druid area was
selected z5 a staﬁt¢nv point In the new preventive progr Pefcore
the drive bagan the home inspection details were carefully worked
out on a team baq;s between the staffs of the City Heaith Depart-
ment, the MuxtlpTe Housingz Pivision of the Bureauw of Building

Ins ppction and the Inspection znd Code Enforcement Section of the
Baltlmore Urban ‘Renewal and Hﬂu~1nv Agency.

Cencentrat*ng for the present on the Druid Hnal th District

‘wéll ‘baby. clinic children approzimately one vear of z2ge, Healta -

Department sanitarians and Urban Renewal ingpectora are visiting

_:homes, making known the lead pain+ hazard to the parents, and ,
o obta‘ning samples ‘of paint for lead det erminatlon. When hones

are found positive for lead, Health Department orders are beino i -

'1ssued' for the removal of the paint as legally authorized By

Baltlma*e s Ordinance on the Hygiene of Housing. Approxzmate Ly
2590 homes are being visited initially. Following this about 15 -
homes- a week’ WiLl be tested on a continuing basis. Thus for the:
first time, the teething age children will bHe separated from the
lead paint poison hazard before they get sick or die., 7This new
preventive work supplements the existing Health Departmert lead

-paint control efforts carried on Jjointly im routine field v1slus"

by public health nurs eb, sanitarians, multiple dwelling inspectors
from the Bureau of Building Inspection and Urban Renewal staff
nembers. durlng 1nspect‘0ns and home visits.
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“In the f*rst home v¢s “ted on Decembe* 15, 1959 ‘a total of

' 26 samples of paint was collected., The ;abordtory analyses:.

,’dlscleqed that 16 0f these paint samples were posxklve for lead
Lead palnt was present on the window sills and some of the baae-
“boards and wails, - Drompt removal cf the lead palnt was crdered
as a. sa?ety me‘ ure.iuu ,

More EdﬁCation Needcd - An Examnle

; In spitp o€ more than twentynf1ve years of effort on the ,
part of the Clty Health Department to acguaint the community with
- the haaard presented by lead paint in dwellings, much more public
‘education is reeded, This was made strongly evident 2t the time
of the‘fzrst home vis¢+ on Decemher 16, In cne of the apartmeuts
in the building a. ‘tenant was painting ths apartment to brighten
it up for the Christmas seasion, A quick examination of the paint
can in us ed showed a large warning label cn the 1id of the can, as
required by city ordﬁnan e, waich stated that tbe paint contained
“lead andkwaa,not to be used for interior palntlngo The prssance
of lead'in?th¢ pzint was also indicated in two o»ner places on
the main label of th e can., v :

The EBaltimoye City. Health Denurtment has pursued w1th vigor
its attampts to control lead »uzint poisoning in childeen. Thm
press, rzdio and telerision have informed the public inceusantly
+0f the danger, Ietters nave heen sent to paint dealcrs gad jf '

manufacturers, The ciry ordingnce requiring the laleliing of lead
‘palut hag. beon iun forces since Ju)y 9, 1858 ard a Healih Dezartment
reNu&a cicn prohibviting the use of lead paint on the interior of
dwelliags in Baliimore was =zdopited in 1851,  All of the2se messures
together have so far fuiled tc bLring this dangerous a‘f-;ct;on of
teething age children un ider ccntrcl

Cemmdnﬂtv Caonerataon Nacps ary

‘ The new program is u331gned o «ﬂd one mcre weapan in the
‘fxght against lead paint poisoning. However, it must be remembered
that 'lead alley'", the area where most of the cases occur, may .
~contain 25,000 homes or more., Even with the efforts of all enforce-
ment agenc1es, ‘the removal of the last lecad p“lJt from the interiocrs
- of Baltimore's dwellings.will not be achieved in the next few years
. In the meanwhiln, the cooperative efforts of all eleuents of the
\commnnlty will be needed’ in order to eradicate this heslth hazard
withzn a reasanable time, : S R

Palnt manufacturers w111 need to moke availuble the widest.
possikle selection cf painis free of lead pigmecst, . Paint dzalers
" or general stcre: ugents will be expected to be sure all their lead
paint carries thc warning label as reguired by city osdinince, to
question c stompru concerning the proposed use of the paints they
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: purchaSe and’se'?l only ...e;.d frec paints for inter o ‘use, Bome
" owners, occupants and painters it iz acped will check the labels.
‘of the pa,in.s they apriy inside dwellings to be certzin that the‘y

Mo, bers will neea to be mare carﬂful in Watchiﬂg :
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