Kaiser Sued For Asbestos Contamination
Resulting From Ceiling Texture PLAINTIFFS EXHIBIT

Coating under fire..

Federal and New Jersey environmental
officials revealed last week that they have
found asbestos in dust sampled at 2 Clifl-
side Park, N.J., condominium. The matev
ral came from the flaking of a decorative
ceiling, which coatained 5-30% asbestos a3
applied. New Jersey's Environmental Pro-
iectiona Dept. says it began tesus aflter
initial data showing asbesios contamina-
tlom wers supplied by attorneys flor
condominium owners, who filed suit in
Bergen County Saperior Court (Hack-
ensack, N.J.) related to charges of
contamination in the buikding.

State tests, which (ound s *“high
percentage” of asbestos, confirmed resuits
of an initia) study conducted by Mt Sinai
Medical School's Environmental Sciences
Laboratory (New York), which is partial.
i ly funded by the Environmental Protection

Agoncy, EPA observes that while present
regulstions bam spraying of ssbestos for
several purposes, such a3 imsulation and
fireproofing, the rules o not cover use for
tecorative purposes,
EPA conducted carlier studies of drink-
.ing water ond talc for contamination by
ashwaios, which hne been linked with a
res. form of ches and abdomimal cancer
(CW, May 12, p. 28). .
Kalser Cemeat & Gypsum confirms
that it is a Jdefendant in the condominium
wii and that a Kaiser ceiling texture
preduct, called K-spray, is named in the
suit. Other defemiants: the condominium
developer and the spray applicator,
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