FILE NAME: Newspaper & Magazine Articles (NMA)

DATE: 1970 May 28

DOCH: NMAD48

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: NYT - City Acts to Curb Asbestos Spray
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ITY-AGTS ™0 CURB
ASBBSTOS- SPRAY

Begins Hearings on Cancer.
Peril in Industrial Use

By DAVID BIRD

Tha city opened hearin -
terday o:‘!roposad mgugtmn
that ‘wo control the spray-
ing of ashestos to insulate and

fireproof buildings.
The _ regulations concerning
trongl, !mglll’g)ged ‘;’: a %:?
:er—eanilng agent, would be the
first of thelr kind in the coun-

try.
But because expert testimo
yestmlg indicated that mb;t?
fﬁclqi-} l::’:e {g:t ?éguhtiom
:vould ba eawended to the
spraying of all such material,
One of the witnesses was Dr,

Laboratory at Mount Siual
Medical: Center and a leading
speciaiiat on the dangers of as-
1 He-suid that it tud taken
ong :years Yy

tha% as caused CANcer

of New York” to walt
and-find out if the new sub-
stitute. materiais would causé

Dr:: Selfisoft said that such
substitutes as Tock wool and
fibergiass had long

MW’I&MYO&MON < 300%)

Spea has”-grown I
becﬁsﬂg raplices the gﬂl
costllay method of enclosing
:upa.mmg members in con-
re

¢ .

In the spreying pracess, how-
ever, g8 much u%% per cent
of the psbestos escapes into the

To cobtrol this, the regula-
tions ptoposed by the city would
require” the enclosing.of spray
areas &nd cleanup and disposal

procadures. - .

Dr, Selikoff said that uvm
:go 181924 it was disco

at people who worked with
asbestos  developed acarred
fungs. it took almost 30 more
rs of study to link the as.

with cancer,
A study of 832 members of

‘the asbestos workers' union

heare was begun in 1948 by Dr.

Sellkqff. By last April 4, he said,
408% thye mAi&d died, 72

of tung cancer, He termed that
number of jung cancer deaths
a “disaster” because in a nor-
mal group of that size only
about 10 such deaths would be

ed.

R‘ hysician said the con-
tam qn had spread to the

int where “every person in

ew York City has some as-
bestos in his ”

The: firaposals to enclose as-
hesmqirayﬁxg areas to protect|
the public drew concern from
ths State Labor Department
that concentrations of the dust
mighid then be even greater for

those doing the & ng.
- Jack B:Eff. :mga eyi ear of|
the.ftite o s industrial

hyglene.df , said the high-
er concentrations of asbestos
dust would require breathing
a tuls with an u}d dent|
air. supply instead o res.
cnt‘glg,gr masks. Dr, Robegt N.
Rickles, who hesds the city's
Department of Air- Resources,
saidi the new tations In-
clude that Oon.

The hea resume today at
10 AM, at Cooper Unlon,
g:. ﬁt.%rq Place, wfhth is also

'] uarters of the Depart-
ment of Air Resources.
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