April 1k, 1939

¥y, P, B, Wormgaecy

i.ead Industries Assooiatlion
o0 Lexington Avenue

Hew York Wity

Tevw York

Dear Hr, Worgaori-

I am glready familiar with
the article by Dr, Horatio B, Willlams o which you
referred in your letser of April &th, A4z 2 natter
of faot, Philip Drinker of %the Journal of IndustHrial
Hysiene asked me to review the artlele for their
shatract service, 1 4id so but I found it neceagsry
to review 13 at some Llength in order Lo cover th
matter adequately, and there was not reoon in the Journal
for an abatraot of the size I provided, J4ccordingly the
revisw will not apnear, I have no objectlon, however,
to gsending rou & copy of the raview which sxpreases my
point of viaw about the whole peper guite clearly,

Ag to the bast tactics for

dealing vith e nisleading article of thils sort, I

feel that it is the better part of wisdom to devote

ag 1ittle astention to it ag pogelble, Jny absacks

which are made upon 1t wiil only bring wider and Ore
congentrated attention o bear upon 1t, and will cause

it to be disgeninated puch more widely, Horeover

I think you are not justified In taking oo sericusly
the mouthings of Dr, Logan Jlandening, and various other
syndlcaved mediecal writers, The greater vorition of all
that they wrlite 18 trash and ig quite generally recognized
a8 guch by well informed psrsons; and isg lgnored completely
by a very large proporiion of the population, To attack
these gentlemen, or gven to try 46 modify thelr ghatements,
ig only to give them more publiolty, aad by Srritatiag then
to preoduce an sugnentatlion of thelir gfforte rather than a
reduction, With these idess in mind, X wrote %o Drinker
when I sent in ny review, snd suggested at that time that
in my opinion such a raviawvwauld result in attracting
more attention to the article and would tend to give 4%
much grecter significance than it deserves, With all due
respect to Dy, Williama, who 18 a charming old gentleman,
the artlole iteelf? ¢an be regarded as falrly asdecuate
evidence of the senile changes which were largely, in my
opinion, the basis of hia complaints, I should heaslgate
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to say this publlely and I would not want you %o guote
mey for my statement ls not for any purpose aother than
to explain Dr, Willismts gsomevwhs¥ blzarve symptoms end
gomewhat romantle article. You may be interesied in
knowing that praotically everyone with whom I have
talked congerning this srticle and who is in any way
familiar with the emperlimental background of this
fleld, 1is of substantially the same opinhon as I, I
think, therefore; no very serious dbhmape will resuld
from the publication of thid somewhay unfortunate
article, I sihould sugmest, therefore, that you ignore
it so far as any Tormal or published review or oriticism
is concerned, ’ ‘

Vory truly yours,

PAHiig Hobert A, Kehosy I, D
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