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5. PROPOSES CUT
[N ASBESTOS LIMIT

Agency's Suggestion Wauid
Make the Workplace Safer
for 375,000 in Industry

By BEN A. FRANKLIN
Speciel ta The Wew Vork Times
WMHINGTON April 8« The Rea-
istration today prom
reducuon in the smount of ashesws
permitted in workplaces to arequarier
of the current limit.

The proposal by the Laber Depari-
ment's Occupational Safety and Heallh
Administration, which is to be pub
4 y in the Federal Regis.
ter, would affect 375,000 indusirial
workers,

3t would cus the permissible expo-
sure ievel from 2 fibers of asbestos for
tach cubic centimeter of workplace
air, which has been the Federal stand-
ard since 1976, to either 8.5 or 0.2 fibars
for a cuble centimeter.

‘The final choice between the twa
levels. among other aptions of a highly
technical nature, are to be made later
this year after a 69-day period in which
the safety ageney will receive written
comments and hold 2 public hearing on
all aspects of the revised ashestos regu-
lations.

The Standards and Denths

After a working iHifetime of exposure,
the safety agency said, the curment
wouid result in 64 ore can-
cer deaths per 1,000 workers than
woutd eccur among a 1,000 people not
coposed 1o asbestes. The standard of
0.5 fibers per cubic centimeter would
resull in 17 additional cancer deaths for
3,600 watkers, the agency said, and
there wouid be 7 more cancer deaths
for 1,000 workers at the level of 0.2
fibers per cubic centimeter.

The formul publication of the asbes-
105 propesal comes a week aiter-the
resignation of Therne G. Auchter as the
Administrator of the agency. Mr.
Auchter was a Rezgan Administration
gepoints wha was.r ir

y Jabor unions of “gutting” occnpa-
tional health and safst‘;r eaforcement,
Lasi November Mr. Auchier tried to
pit iveo effect the 6.5.f{ber standard as
ar smergency regulation, but the as-
bestos industry soed immmediately w
Block it

‘fie emergency regulation was over-
turned on March 7 by the United States
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.
The court guestimed the Govern-
ment's date submitted to back up its
claim.

Agked toduy for his view of the safety
agency’s new propasal for a pecmanent
standerd as law as 0.2 Bbers s cubic
centimeter, B. J. Pigg, the tread of the

3
fdustey group whick sued to block the
emergency rule, said: “We have no
plans for further Ktigasion,”

“Nropossible to Mest®

But at the safety agency’s regulatory
hesring set for June 12 he said the as-
soriation weuld sppose a standard of
0.2 fibers as “apessible o meet.™

““The industry wiil oppose palting its
peaple in respirators eight hours 2
day,” Mr. Pigg said.

Rewpirators, or face masks contain-
ing air filters that are hot and cumber-
some and are never popular with wark-
ers, are smong the methods availabie
te limit the intalation of asbestes
fibers, Other methods include foroed
ventitation and miting the time spent
o the work place.

More than a seoye of unionz belong-
ing 1o the Armerican Federatiom of
Labor and Congress of jndustrial Ox-
ganizations have pressed OSHA 1o
lower the asbestos standard to 0.1
fibers & cubic centimeter. Xevin Foley,
agsisunt director for heelth and safety
of the federation’s building trades de-
partment, said, “We would be very
happy with the level of 0.2 fibers, but
we are still seying we want 9.1.”

He cited stadies by the Federal
safety agency that showed that evex ag
the 0.1-fiber exposure level there wonld Jury foreman reatling a verdict at Teen Court, At rear I8 Judge Spencer.
be I.thee excess cancer deaths for 1,000
workers,

Rige in Pressure for Revision

Pressures to revise the asbestos ex-
pasure standard begap to rise in the
1676°s when thousands of World War I7
shipyard workers or their swrvivors
successfully brought suils  against
Jehns-Mansville Int,, 2 major asbestos
supplier, for long-delayed oceupational
{linesses and cancer deatns. The parent
concern, the Manville Corporation,
wgnt into bankruptey to avoald the falt
Bbrunt of kusidreds of miilions of dollars
in damage claims.

Federal stuties of the asbestos work
{orce, however, have found that thou-
sands of other groups of workers were
evan more highly exposed. According
tathe safety agency, those most at risk,
that is exposed to as many as 20 fibers
of asbestos a cubic cemtimeter of air,
are 13,600 huildirg demolition and dry-
wail rermoval workers,
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