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D, R, Holmes

R, Smith, Ceneral Asbestos

W, Luttenberger, Raybestos-uanhattan
J. Waber, American Asbestos

A, Mgy, Keasbey & lattison
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We members of the ccmittee were very sorry to hear about the loss of our

good friend John Beatty., le hope that Southern Asbestos will appoint
someons in his place on our commitiee,

Discussion of the memorandum from the I.H.F. in the relationship of asbestzsis
and cancer,

After our discussion it was agreed that this problem would be tabled
until the next meeting when a decision will be resched on this memorandum,

Discussion of the memorandum regording envirommental dust survey {ram ne
I.H.Fe This survey was tabled last llarch in faver of the above propesal,
We discussed the merits of this proposal pro and con and agraed that this

e

proposal would be decided upon at the next meeting, You may remember that

_ the cost of this survey was ,56,000,00 to +7,500,00 for six member cemcanlies.,

b

The committes will decide whether or not this project is of sufficient value
to the mamber companies to warrant this expense,

A proposal was made to the effect that member companies should send into
the Chairman, a list of current dust counts giving exampling locatizns,
This will be done in the near futurs in order that we may compars figures

particularly in high dust count areas, with g view towards eliminating *hese
higher dust counts,

A discussion of spraying fibres with cil waa held. Two member ccmpan:es
are using oil with good results, Using about 14 solutien. This seems
to be the proper ameunt for use in our industry,

The effects of radiation with the use of Yeray.

This sucject was brought about by a report made by the liatiznal “eseerch
Council on "The Biclogical Effects of Atomic Radiation," Hugh Jackson was
ind enough to investigate this matter and he sent for this rsgore, =e
also made a swmary of the findings in this report as to what effect razia-

tion by Xeray could possibly have in our industry, The followirg is n=
Teport:

Enclosed L3 the Sumary Feport of the Hational Research Council on

e

NThe Biolegical Effscts of Atcmic Radiation", Since its issuante,
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shere have teen nmercu: -estaver and magazine articles and cpinizns,
evoert and stneriite, ¢itzermang e role of A-rays for nmed:ical purssses
as a source of harmJu) razatizn,

il
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T will be glad t5 grepare a detailed discourse on the matter for a
subsecuent nseting 1 7su so desire, but I telieve the essenti points
can be swmarized rather triefly.

Cur initial questicn was whether Xerays taken in our industry's
periodical examinatisn programs would adversely affect an employests
health,

The burden of this report czncerns the unknown quantities in the ef-
fect of radiation on the reproductive organs, It is the consensus
that, although there are no means of measuring vhat a unit of radiaticn
will produce in terms of units of biolegical damage, any radfation to
the reproductive cells is undesirable,

Thus, X-rays vhich are taken in such position as would strike the
reproductive organs would be an undesirable source of radiatizn end
should be kept "to the lowest linit consistent with medical necessity",
From the industrial standpoint this would sugzest seriocus considera-
tion in the use of X-rays for rouytine back examination,

Radiation absorbed by other portions of the body i3 transmitted only
in very small fractional amounts to the reproductive cells, A chest
X-ray, thersfore, would not reprasent a notable exposurs to the re-
productive cells,

A further consideration that assures that chest Xerays are not incor=
sistent rith good health practices is that the excessive radiatizn o
the reporductive cells is of most concern in the early reproductive
1ifetima (conception to age 30), Since the industrial population
largely older than 10 years of age, the chest Xeray program would nol
be a potential source of hazard in this regard.

It seems that according to Hugh's summary we are perfectly in order to
continue our yearly Xeray sxaminations ¢f plant persennel,

The Chairman gave a brief report on rhysical examinations of supervisery
personnel within the Company. These examinations are considered o de of
excellent value to the Company and to the individual persons involved, Thea
cost of this program was ,L5.00 per person, The results are given to the
individual's physician and a general sumary report is made to the Cempany,
Each rember of the committes Will receive a copy of this examinaticn, which
may be used as a pattern by individual member canpanies of the Institute,

AGEMDA FCR ThE NEXT i ZETIIC

3

Continue the discussicn of the memerandum of the I.H.F on Asbestosis and
cancsar,

Discussion of the memorandum regarding envirormental dust survey {r:n “-a
I.H,F.
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Continze the discuss. ~"2 fibres Wwith oi) wisth a vielr %awars

the alindinatisn of zus: a
Report cn general Lagrivesents :n elli-iratisn of dust by whatever -ears,
D, R. ilolmes, Chairman

Adlr Hygiena Comnmittee
Asteatos Textile Institute
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