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m'. H, Mzmz-d Rennie,
¥acquarie Chazters,
483% Maconarie Strect,

SYTEKY,

Pear Pr. Rennie,

Dre Bunt hag kindly forwerdad 8 copy of your reply to
his Jaetter concerning conditions at Australian Blue Asbestos,

_ Wittenoom, W.A.

( Xy spprcach 10 the problen fa entirely medical, T am not
' en engineer and my concera for the heaslth of the workers at, . |
Wittenconr, -Ia caused Dy the number of men serlously: e.r‘fected by -
gillcoaia/esbestonis. at. relatively sarly ages and. ghart -, .. .. .t
exposuras. .. Thase inclode 'a malignant ploural. msothenam I
after t¥o yeara as 8 shity boss In the mill. AL considerable _
yersonal incomvenierce, I have visited ¥ittenoom on two cccasions,
and 4n 1y opinion, conditions in the i3l were worse in August,
1961 -then in Rovember, 195%  In oceriain Javels when o light
breage glirred.: the dust, vislblilty was apprecisbly reduced.
Bumming & hand along a rail, produced a mound of black duat
containing coarse sshentos Tibres. Hands, hair and clotheg
were Filthy with dust after a short time, aﬁmittedly some of
thig duat 15 Innccocus. Colour photographs show that the mili
apd surroundings are enveloped in 8 pretiy but lethal bluve hasa,
Poring my vielt, moost of the men vere weoring respirafors and
this, fu ilself, is & confepuion of complete railum in dvsat
ecantrol,. I 4o ot gee hHow & man oan work 4m hear cantuny
_ SuEner heat wearing 2 »espirator contizvously; at any time hig
: efficiency mmust be greatly reduceds Dust extrscted Lfroe the
 odl £inds its way into the melin underground air inteke, DPry
ore regldive in durmped a few hundred yarde Crom the matin workings
and in a breeze, blows all over the Dlsce. EByen in the townw
ship mush of the road and path surfacing is g of waste
material from the mine and Ploe asghestog fibres sre obvious.

- Xines Department inspectors have prepared reports on
tugt conditione mrt Witienoorw and I wonld refer you to them,
Darding an inspecticn betwaen Acvguet, thih and Acgust, 19th,
1961 dnet counts of 1000 + P.F.C.0, ware pot uocomson it mine
and #ill. < This ie over three timss the maximem permiseidbie
conmrrtm*ian of duat, mntaming frec gilice and the rock mined

_is hWiphir silicicua. T
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‘ he inapector commented that there were asbestos flbres
4in every underground esmple (the Konimeter used for dust sampling
is not & reliable fnatrument for counting asbestos Tibres)d.
I}ust a:nd fures were obvious during the arternoon shift.

e guotes the following figures-—

Aw:rage éust count for day shirt — June, 160 230 P,B.C.C.
b - ‘RWQ ¢ 60"‘“ 180 P ?.C.Co

‘”» * L] .4 L] o e Aﬂg. .61 — 1‘20 ? F.C CC

Average dmt ‘count for afternoon shift — Nov. ‘60 - 110 P.P.C.C.
'_' e ﬂ'ﬂg. '61 e 630 P.ch.c

{ All these averages ere very cmée and the in&iviﬁua}.
lms&ings vary greatly. _ _ o

She mine sin secred rmore dust lsden Atan ever, due to...

D P

‘increased production, - Outside sources contribute , .ana the ...

s

wain Adit air ig polluted ”by duet from the mill: (130 PRIC.C.

An ope inetance). S
In the Will, figurea were as 1'.‘0110158:--

June, *60 -~ 330 ‘P, P.C.C.
Sept. TEO - o ¥r.C.C.
Neve .60 - 2‘60 -P.‘Pﬂ co C.
Avg. 61 = 390" P.P.C.C.°

At the Primary crusher, figures of 4000 « PP, C.C. ware
_mcardeé. '

These ﬁ,gnres epea]c for thempedves and do not suggest
“hat conditlong have dmproved over the- last 3 years. .
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. The statement &n your letter concerning the lack of %a
well developed conseience®™ &id& not come Lrom me. T have alwaysa
Towmd Mr, Allan and Ur, Thopus courtecus and helpful. One
camot help Lfeeling that production comes first snd that the
hesalth of the workers receives pecondary considermtion. The
primary concern of 8 Company, is to produce a.product ~—titsbly,
but 1t has been shown, tire and tiwe sgalin, thet spart from groas
exploftation of ladbowr, this 1s best achieved where the interest
and health of the workers iz coomidered. Tha contrary, where
the preduct is Produced st the expense of the henith of the
workeyr , camnot be tolerated in a - ¢ivilised community. Ir I
thooght that thin state of #ffziya existed at Witienoom, and 1
. eonld not correct it or else close the mine, I would resign.
‘What I do way, is that the dogt hazurd i net properly appmciﬁteﬁ
“Bnd that the companies atiiinde ia ostrich-like. X am certain
“that working conditions are not ideal and have very grave :
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{ dovbte concerning the statement thai Cyerythning possivle has
- been done. T have reagon 0 belive 'Chat much of the duost
extracting machinery iz iIneffective et ftimeec and, Turther,
before extracting the dusl, gome mesns of digposing of it ewny
from the workings should be dlscovered, Incressed production
ahopld go hand in hend with ventiletion and not precede i,
Frankly, ¥ do not think thaet the company (C.S.R. or A.B.A.)
¥now how fo control the dust,

In little more ihen 10 years the industry hag prodiced
20 cases of industrial chest disease {including ope provead
cancer) and e number of guspected cages. As the years go on
T have no doubt that many more will come 0 Iight. It should
pe remenvered that many experts in this field clainm that the
* " Tssbestog Libre takes many yvears to produce significant puimonary
disesne. If thile fa true, the non diagnosed now Tepresent
" ogross pathology and exposure,.and the real nature of the hazard,
in terms of disesse, may not become appareaf for another 10 vearg,

_ Re one connecied with this problem ahould regt wmtil . ..
- Teonditions af Wittencem sre idesl and the foregolng doeg ' mot . ... .- |
L srggest thet this stage has been reached, Yhe known_hazard . .0 ...
- ds verl enough but reading papers on pleural mesothelioma - : - 0 .
* {notebly JC, Fagner, C.A., Bleggs & P.Marchend, British Joarnal ~ .
Indust ¥Med 1960, 17, 260)one 45 Jeft with a-auspicion that a -

" sorbination of dndividunl ddicsynerasy end minimel achestos

‘expogare, such as from roasd asurfacing, may be dangerons.

X have writfen this letter because Dr. Hont hes secire
we of your goold fuith and in the hops that your influence may

U effect en improvement in the working conditions of the asbestos
workers which we bave been unable 1o achieve through the regulsr

cehannels in W, A,
| Yours faithfwily,

3’. “c-ﬁ“}.ty
CBYPST PHYSICTAN
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