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LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
e Graybor Building, 420 Lexington Avenve
New York, N Y,

Septemdber 28, 1932,

To Members cf the Lead Industries uldcutlm:

1 During September, 1932, fifty-nine cases of lead poisoning

of unusual origin were reported ﬂy the Baltimare Health Departeant
Ths cuilrcek of lead poisoning was entirsly derived from thoy pmctIeo
of tho poorer colored element in using discarded dattery oesings for
fuel, The dreaking up and durning of these boxes gonercted lead dust
a4 fuces which were breathud dy colored children and others, result-
ing in lecad poisoning,

Some of the childrea had advanced cases, showing the chare
acteristic lead lines, stippling of the dlood and Xeray symptoas,

It appears that the deprcossion had so affected the colored
section of the population in Baltipore that they used desperats peans
to keep warn last Vinter, The City is now planning to supply free

e x{ndling and wood eand has enlisted the cooperation of ths Police De=
partoent to instruct all dattery deslers not to permit old battery
casings to get in the hands of any one who (s likely %o durn them,

The City hay also rcopéned the pudblic Qump to the uss ¢
the battery denlers, Heretotore, the obroxious character of ths et
tery casings khad made {t necessiry for the dealers to pay 25¢ per
trucklosd in using a private duap,

Although the Baltimore authorities have the situation well
4 in band and no further troubdle is to be expecied thare, many othar

cities in ths United States undoudbtedly duplicate the Baltimore cofte
ditions which led to the outdreak, It is therefore sugsgested that
whonover possidble, you 4dviso storags dattery scrap dealers adout ‘hn
Baltioore circusstances, sequesting them either to destroy their old
battery boxes, or to dump thea where they cannot de reclaimed for
fuel by pereons apt to use them for that purpose,

It {s hoped that through the widespread cooperation of our
meubers we can avoid & duplication of the Baltimore lead poisoning
episode in other cities which would only result in additional alarme
ing pudlicity to the {njury of the lead {ndustries,

Respectfully yours,
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