G
B.F. Goodrich Chemical Company

A BIVISIAON OF YHE 8. F. 6ODDRICSH CDMPAH‘I.

n. B0X 952 . BELLS LANE . LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40201

Junps 25, 1975

Mr. BRob Lindon

Director, Divizion of Compliance
For Cccupational, Safety and Health
Canital pPlaza

Office Tower Building

Frankfort, Xentucky 40601

Deayr Mr, Lindon:

rhis will confirm our telephone notification on the moraning
of June 19, 1975 that the B.F. Goodrich Chemical Company,
Louisville, Kentucky Plant exparisnced an unusual vinyl
chloride releass to the atmosphere. This notification was
made in accordance with the reguirement of vegulation
1910,93q (n) {(2).

At approximately 6:00 p.m. Thursday, Junes 1%, a 13,800 valt

cable between two transformers went L0 ground, The loss of
powsr supplied by these transformers shut down roughly half
the plant including Building 111, a PYC resin manufagtariag
unity Building 108, the process cooling water supply units
and Buillding 103, the Boiler Housa, The wvinyl chlorids
release was from Building 111 in which 34 PVC rasin chazgas
were reacting. As soon as the power went off, the flow Cf
reacktor cooling water £rom Building 1038 to the reactors in
-Building 111 shut off. In a f2vw minutes numerous xeacktors
began to overhesat seriously and bulld up excessive vinyl
chloride vapor pressure. All available blowdown tank space

was used to reduce reactor pressure, but despite this twentv
polymerizers rxeachsd pressures high enough to blow the rusturs

disc and partially relieve through the relief valves to the
P g

atmosphere. In addition oneg reactox developed a lzak at the

ranhaad gasket upder the high pressure and venced some moacmer |

into the building. Sinze the building ventilation fans were

off because of the powar outage, all personnel promptly
evacgnated the builliding,
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