Jun. 2?,19“&

. ¥. B. Vormser, Secretary
Lead Industries Association
%20 Laxingtaa Avenue

Nev York 17, New York

Doaxr Mr. YWormser:

Ret Isad Poisoning Publioitl

I bave noted vith interest my oopy of your circular
letter of Juns 16 to the Board of Directors of the leed Industries
Assoolation on the above subjeot, together with the enclosed letter of
May 21 from Mr. P, B. Sprague, Vioce Preaideat of the Glidden Company
and 8 Director of lead Industries Associlatica.

I bave takea the liderty of discussing this sudbject
vwith two of my ocolleegues in the Rthyl Corporatiocn, namely, Ix'. R. A,
Xehoe, Directar of our Medical Department, and Mr. Ralph C. Champlin,
Director of ocur Publis Relations Departasnt, wvio have bad considsradle
experisnse in ouwr Corporatiocn's polisies regarding the subject of pub-
licity of our product, tetrasthyl lead.

If 1t vould be of any sssistance to the Directors of
the Asscciation, in arriving at e policy for yopular publicity co lead
polscning, both of these geatlemsn are agreeadls to accompanying ms to
the next meeting in which this matier will bde discussed. I aight add
that wo have had a fair amount of experisace aad have given conaideradble
thought to this matter as it ccncerns Fthyl's public relaticns.

Meanvhile, it would seem to ms, by and large, that
the leed industry may have scme room for improvement in getting its house
in order vith regaxd to industrial bazards and industrial hygisne before
it takps the furtber atep of edusation of the pudblio to the hazards of
lead. Vhile I 40 not have too much specific information an this point,
I aa under the impression that there is much room for improvemsat in the
£isl1d of industrial hygiens within ouwr operations.

foel that ve are never in a sound position to take
our story to the public until ve have demcnatrated our ability t0 handle
our ovn affairs within our own industriss.
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It alsc seems to me that the method vhich is uaed to
bring this subject into the pudlic wmind must Ye

Educaticn on the use of the products for oach phase of the industry might
be a preferable route. JYor sxampls, in the handling of tetrsethyl lead

our ova plants. Then ve sxtended this to the ugse of the material by the
refiners, educating them thoroughly in the safe methods to Ve applied.
The final step was to educate the publiac. All of this resulted from a
build-up of many years of hard vork., It seems t0o me that any program
vbich might be undertaken to cover thewe three aspeocts of educatian in
obe atep rather than three steps might lesd into trouble.

Mr. Sprague msaticns specifically the Michael O'Ixrian
case. It is my belisf that to publicize this casse through the medium of
trying to prove that lead vas not the primary cause we would lay ocurselves

and it i1s bard to prove to the public what is truth and vhat is fiction.
I for one em sazewhat against this type of approach.

Time dces ROt permit na to go ints all the aspects
of our thinking in this matter, Dut aa I have stated in the foregoing,
should you vish me to comment further at the proper time, say at the
MMmtn&uMnulm-whmMorummn
to the mseting vho have had consideradles sxperience in such matters, I
should be glad to contridute as much as possidle to the questioca.

Yery truly yours,._

J. . Bchasafer
Yice President



