May 5, 1949

Mr. T R. &« Eevan,

The assoclated Sthyl Company Limited,
Artillery iouse, Artillery Row,
Lendon, G e L, m&m&.

Dear Rays

Thanks very much for yjouwr comprehensive letter ol April 20. It

has made me feel quite certain that there 1ls no very urgent reason

for my visiiing you this cuteer. Cousequently uvnless something

arises that would change your mind on this score, I should postpone
any such trip until the swmer of 1950. 4As I indicated previouvsly

I was only ccncerned to assist you to the extent you fell it necessary,
and thereiore wheneveyr siuch a need arises yow nced nave no hesitaltion
In letting me mow. I shall alvays be prepared to do my best on your
behalf. B

I cannot glve yjou any specific informaitlon con when 1t would be cone
venient for me ftc Le avay in the sumner of 1950. All I can say is
that 1t Lhas been ny general practice to e here up until the first
of August, and for &ll I lmow at present, this 1s still the beat
arrangexent cf my time.

I am still looking forwaxd to youy coming tc the Unifed States, and T
hope you will let me knovw as scon as you learn vhen you will conme.

I too was shocked by the death of Arch Maxwell, for I had no warning
of any serious illness.

I saw Oscar Lewig last wveek at a meeting in Cinclmmatli, and he teid
ne of his projected trip to visit you. I have noted the date of hils
departure and I shall nrobkably have sone messages o send by hime.
One thing in partlicular, nowever, would be advantaceous to emphasise
in his mind as a message {yom yourself. I am somewbat dlstressed at
times by the apparens/tareless abtitude of scme of our people toward
engaging in commercial acdtivitles bDeyond the confines of the Unlted
Statese I reallze the difficultlies of the siituation, but the policy
vhich should apply in all such situations, in ny feeling, is that 1o
coumercial activities should be engaged i in any part of the world
by Zthyl Corporaticn unless it 1s prepared to provide such advice and
supervislion as may be required to iInsure the safety of rersonnel who
have occasicn to handle "Bthyl® fluid. You and I have realized, over
the pexricd of years, that this is a bit dlfficult to do. That is
certainly no good reagon vay Ethyl Corporation should be dei'iclient in
1ts provisions for this matter. I have no 1ldea what the Du Pont group
will do, but I feoel quite certain that this problem is fraught with
difficultice for all of us during the years tlhat are to come. I would
like to see an intelligent viewpoint developed and maintained consise-
tently. I believe that your group can give some ald Ln making point
cf this, as & tlreat to the entire industry. I belleve that Oscar
would failthiully bring back such a nessage, and 1f he expressed 1t
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Hrs T« Re A. Devan » (2) = May 5, 1949
as being hiz own viewpoint, it might serve a useful purpese.
¥ith kindest regards and the anticipaticn of secing you scon, I an

Sincerely yours,

Tobert A. AcnoG, M« De

RAX €f

Copy by Alr Maill.
Criginal Ly Citcauner.
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