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Substitute For PCBs , |

{ COLUMBIA—-The Green-
weed-based division of one of
the  country's  leading
producers of high- voluu

The decision was made (o
switch to Edisol, he said, only
after extensive tests ted
over a four-year period, had

officials of

electrical
neunced Thurld.y it hn
nhpvl a ultr m(;n

its safety.
In his Thursday an:
said that

cnvlm\mnuully hazardous
peiychlorinated bdiphenyls
(PCBs) and will make e
wbstititute avaiiable 1o other
manufacturers of power

HR, M general manager
of the McGraw-Edison Com-
pany's pewer systems division
plant in Greenwood. told a
mmmm:mr
researchers

s safe nlurm!n to PCBs in |

1971, when evidence on the
dangers of the compound first
came to Jight.

PCBe have been identified as
s hazard to human health,
causing 1N effects including
cancer, skin irritation
da to the nervous and

are not
thus the en-

ronment.
Khdn: said H:Grlv(-
sclentists work| in
Junction  with "?no W
Chemira) ©n. _developed
Edised, ihe trade name for a8 8
substitute for PCBs in elec: -
trical insulating fluid

The plant will diseoatinue its
own use of PCBs, Keild said.

persiat in

Keith
McGraw-Edison will  sell
in the

slances Cont.rol Act, a measure
that  would ban PCBs
altogether within iwe years.

Scientists have been working
for some time to develop an
environmenially
PCB replacement that would
be as effective for use in
electrical and
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PCBs cluucluuucauy
concenirate move up
the food eiﬁn, and vuybn
amounts have been fownd
fish and wildlife in mest unn
of Lhe country.

Last month, it was am-
nounced that PCBs had been
found In excess of the FDA-

approved human :mm:
limit of five parts

(ppb) in fish e n the
Twelve Mile sren of

Lake Hartwell, where the
Sangamo Elecirie
has hun Mﬂn( e !ruh‘

e an;
same fine of business who are
interested in eliminating PCBs
in their manufacturing
process. Edisol will, however,

News of the MeGraw- Edison
decision came just two days
after gave its final
approval to the uie Sub-

and would prove

‘to be as fire-resistant and

chemicaily stable ax PCBs. |

Keith did not comment on the
lire-resistant properties o
Edisol, but said the
is biodegradable and “‘will
accumulsie in the food chain.

See PCB. Page -A A |

| class-action
" asking

uses
PCBs in the, manulacture of
electrical I

has been

the only manufacturer,

disiributor and veader of PCBs

in the States. Com-

menting on McGraw-Edisen's

plans te enter 1he power

capacitor insulation fNuid
, Monsan

markei, 1
Den said, “IL wom't
have an effect on us. It's all

kind of moot becauss we've
announced our intentions to get
out of the PCB markel by the
end of 1977.”

Bishop added, " Edisel is oaly
s replacement for 15 per comt of
the market, It's used enly in

capacitor market.”

Morsanto, he said, i will
working on » safe, effective
repiacement for the majer pert
of the PCB market, but has yet
to develop anylhing <c-
ceptable.

Because it manufscturers
PCBs, Monsania has bean
named a codefendent in two
lawsuits—one
ss08  million in
damages, the other $1 million—
in which users of PCBa allowed
the hamardous compound lo
enter the environment,
poisoning waterways and IM]
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