Lead Industiries Association

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE
NEW YUORK.N. Y,

FELOCTLOAR wORNMSE

Ootober 11, 1829.

TO THE MEMBFRS O THE LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATICN:

Research on Protective Fire Coatings

Last May the Lead Industries Association learned that the
American Gas Associatlor was cooperating with the Bureau of Stand-
ards in an irvestigatior. and actual fileld test of ripe coating
materials used for protecting gas lires from corrosion, Inasmuch
as red lead 1s an excellent protective material for ferrnus metals,
we were curious to know whether the proposed investigation was de-
signed to irclude red lead among the coatings to be tested. We
were especially interested ir. the subject as recernt experimental
work in California irndicsted that red liead, wren baked upon rirpe,

makes arn umusually efractive priming ccet, T 4irng seems to prevent
any rossitility of chrisical or gsolvent ‘=ntor cton between the red
lead and the secondary coal-tar or as.-ul- o-r' v

Uporn 1rauiry we discovered that the te = wai to be competitive
but interded tec anply only to asrhaltic srd ritiinous materials,
e outlired *“is situaticn tc the Dirrctors ard were authorized by
ther to sec i1, i the irnterests of rnd lead, the lead Industries
Association would e welcore ws & participart ir the propcsed in-
vestizaticn, The "stioral Lreua Corpany kindly offered to rplace
the fecilitdea of its luborastory ard s+-aff at our disposal end
agsisned rrently Y subsecuent devel-rmenta.

We trerourorn visitea Waskhincoten o persuade the Bureau of
Stands~ds ol the Gu3 asscciuaticr te -riurge tne scere of 1ts pro-
resed ter. vo irclude red lead and sltnougs <@ mrade cur reguest at
the elever s nour both rartics agreea <o our sugaestion,

~cceriirply we rave erntered rad lead in conp2tition with nu-
marcus otrer protectiva rips coaeting mateérials in the investigation
rerticned above. During July and iugust urtreasted specimens of
stcnl rire were corted at Versailles, Fa., ~ith coating compounds
used by feg corranies, In our casc we decd-iud to use two different
tyres of costing, (&), a rricdng cont of red leed baked upon the
rire, followed by an amplicaticn of an asrhaltic coating and wrap-
per manufucturcd by tho 'ational Tube Corpany, (b), & red lead
coating baked uncn the ripe followed hy & secondary coating of a
bitumirous maturial, - {n this casu o preduct of the %ailes-Dove-
Hermiston Compary - bitumastic enamel. The application of the red
lead coating was supervised by the National Load Company, It was,
of course, impractical for us to test overy asrhaltic and bitumin-
ous coat in conjunction with the usz of red lead,




