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• Roundup of 1948 construction volume forecasts 
bp Departments of Labor and Commerce, Federal 
Works Agency, F. W. Dodge Corporation, Pro­
ducers' Council, shorn increase expected. Many 
uncertainties, however. Materials outlook seems fa­
vorable for a larger volume of construction.

• Potentials for 1948 and review of 1947 construc­
tion problems outlined by H. E. Foreman, managing 
director, The Associated General Contractors of 
America.

e American Bankers Association’s voluntary anti- 
inflation program would tighten up on loans which 
do not lead to increased production of goods and 
services. Mortgage loans for “non-essential” build­
ing to be discouraged.
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e Preliminary estimates show about nine per cent 
more lumber would be exported than in 1947 under 
European Recovery Program as currently conceived. 
Steel exports would total about six per cent of 1947 
total production. Steel industry committee will 
work out possible voluntary allocation program.

o President's State of the Union message reiterated 
policies reminiscent of the Roosevelt administration, 
which Republican CongTess will not accept. Indi­
rectly asks T-E-W housing bill passage, wants more 
authorities like Tennessee Valley Authority.
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ary 1 had signed agreements to sponsor reserve con­
struction units in Army Engineers' affiliation pro­
gram. Army regulations revised to open enlisted 
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heavy equipment operation courses at Fort Belvoir 
to engineer reservists.
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program of substantial size to insure most efficient 
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convention on increased accomplishments and effec­
tiveness of the association in past year. Discusses 
factors which will influence construction volume in 
1948.
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• President mikes third request for 10-point anti- 
inflation program in transmitting Economic Report 
to Congress. Report anticipates 35 per cent increase 
in annual national output within 10 years. Bsys de­
velopment of natural resources needs expansion. 
Cites highway improvements as major task.

• Joint Committee on Housing winds up country­
wide hearings with sessions in Washington and 
starts work on report to Congress. Chairman says 
findings should “prepare way for new national hous­
ing policy.” Problems of materials producers as pre­
sented to committee are summarized.

• Senator Flanders recommends that Congress 
make federal loans available for large-scale residen­
tial construction projects utilizing mass production 
techniques.

• Soil Conservation Service’s all-inclusive attack 
on flood loss through watershed method of treatment 
is described by chief. Services of contractors will be 
needed in carrying out flood control program.

• Design engineers and general contractors are 
parts of a team working toward the same objective, 
Dwight W. Winkelman, A.G.C. president for 1948, 
tells members of Construction Division, A-8.C.E. at 
their annual meeting. Outlines points of cooperation 
between engineers and contractors.

• Largest public works expenditures in history are 
asked of Congress in President’s budget for fiscal 
year 1949. Total recommended appropriations are 
$2,222,185,681. Estimated expenditures come to $3,- 
159.333,986. Breakdown of funds by agencies and 
types of work tabulated.

• Scarcities of important items of construction 
equipment, uncertain delivery dates and possible im­
pact of foreign aid program on equipment were dis­
cussed by Joint Cooperative Committee, A.G.G.- 
A-E.D. at its second meeting. A.E.D. members 
pledged cooperation in A-G.C.’s apprenticeship and 
accident prevention programs.

• Pattern for other industries in setting up volun­
tary controls of scarce materials is seen in Steel 
Producer! Advisory Committee appointed by Secre­
tary of Commerce.
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• 29th usual convention, largest is A.G.C. history, 
took positive actions designed to make improvements 
is the fields of labor and long-ruge public works, 
ud to promote economy ud efficiency in all con­
struction. A feeling of tempered optimism aa to the 
outlook was evident. Texts of addresses by leaders 
in government, industry ud labor, ud texts of 
resolutions.

• Flu for a National Joist Board for the Settle­
ment of Jurisdictional Disputes ratified by A.G.C. 
called great step for construction industry. Texts 
of plan, ud addresses by National Labor Relations 
Board Counsel Robert N. Denham ud Richard J. 
Cray, A.F. of L. Jurisdiction of NX.R.B. in con­
struction clarified.

« Suggested Guide to Bidding Procedure recom­
mended for nse when competitive lump sum bids sre 
requested, endorsed by A.G.C. Text of document.

• Reports to the convention summarize importut 
developments of interest to the construction industry 
in legislation, specifications, apprentice training, 
market development, public relations, labor relations 
ud accident prevention.

e Contractors' survey shows substantial work com­
ing on the market. The general situation in labor, 
materials, equipment ud costa outlined.

• A.G.C. reaches three-qnarter mark toward goal 
of sponsoring 100 reserve construction units in Army 
Affiliation Program. The association, in cooperation 
with the Corps of Engineers, has placed construc­
tion industry program far ahead of any otheT indus­
try program. Units beginning to be activated.

• Encouraging progreae in development of coopera­
tion between highway engineers ud highway con­
tractors, ud in modernising specifications reported 
to Joint Cooperative Committee of American Asso­
ciation of State Highway Officials ud A.Q.C. Sim­
ilar committees on state ud regional levels being 
formed.

• Two-year highway program with 500 million an­
nual authorisations seems likely to be recommended 
by House Subcommittee on Roads.

e Joint Cooperative Committee of National Asso­
ciation of 8tate Aviation Officials ud A.G.C. recom­
mends principle of prequalification of contactors.

• Associated Equipment Distributors report easing 
of most types of construction equipment.

In This Issue
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• The Last of the federal control* over conetmction 
industry has bees discontisned, but industry may 
be enjoying an “Indian rummer" before another 
winter of control* or diversion of needed material* 
to other ue* Voluntary controls still in pictnre. 
EBP and larger defense program could mean large 
material* drain.
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a Horn* Public Work* Committee'* three-year 
highway program wem* aaaured of Bouse approval. 
Commissioner MacDonald says national security now 
most influence the planning of highway improve­
ments, favor* contract method for secondary road*.

a Senate committee was expected to report ont 
T-E-W housing hill favorably. Senator McCarthy 
object* to public housing features. House expected 
to take its time in considering bilL

• A.F.L. Building and Construction Trades Depart­
ment selects Its trustees after ratifying plan for the 
National Joint Board for the Settlement of Juris­
dictional Disputes. Contractor, labor trustees ex­
pected to start board functioning May 1. John T. 
Dunlop, Harvard professor and labor consultant, 
expected to be appointed chairman of the hoard.

• A.G.C. Assistant Managing Director J. D. Mar­
shall discusses effect of Taft-Hartley Act on con­
struction, other industries.

• At least 78 reserve construction units sponsored 
by A.G.C. chapters and branches under Army Affilia­
tion Program by April 1, 14 enits activated. Inter­
est continue* high.

• Economical performance of general contractors 
praised by Bureau of Community Facilities head in 
carrying ont Veterans' Educational Facilities Pro­
gram at lower cost than originally was estimated.

• College and university officials want to spend 
$2,650,000,000 on new classrooms and dormitories 
in next two yean, almost doubling present plant 
valne. Colleges jammed with 2,340,000 students.

• Navy sparring reserve construction battalion ac­
tivity, Invitee A.Q.C. support

• Phenomenal rise in American population seen as 
powerful factor in keeping up construction demand 
and costs in tbs fntnrs.

• Methods of Bureau of Labor Statistics in esti­
mating private residential construction activity de­
scribed.
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e Federal agencies act on A.G.C. recommendation 
to avoid lettings on Mondays and days immediately 
preceding or following recognised holidays. Hove 
under way to coordinate bid opening dates of fed­
eral agencies, possibly states and municipalities too.

e Board of Trustees announces procedures for re­
questing decisions by tbs National Joint Board for 
tbs Settlement of Jurisdictional Disputes, adopts 
stipulation to be signed by employers, encourages 
local contractors’ associations to use facilities.

e Japanese contractors’ association reorganized 
with Army guidance along democratic lines, utilizing 
The Associated General Contractors of America as 
a pattern.

• American Institute of Architects and A.G.C. es­
tablish joint cooperative committee to consider build­
ing construction problems.

• Round-up of hospital construction programs, 
shows more new institutions to be built this year 
than in any past year. Bid advertising schedule for 
veterans’ hospitals, and list of approved applica­
tions for federal aid hospitals.

• Stepped-up defense program and foreign aid still 
pose control and allocation problems. President's 
economic advisers want controls. Set-up of top-level 
defense planning gToupa described. A.G.C. may be 
consulted by National Security Resources Board on 
questions of plant relocation and industry war po­
tentials.

• Production of synthetic fuels from coal, shale 
oil and natural gaa showing signs of rapid develop­
ment Would result in new construction market of 
potentially huge size.

• American business, excluding agriculture, plans 
to spend nearly 19 billion dollars on new plant and 
equipment this year, over 15 per cent more than last 
year. Proportion of expenditures for plant expected 
to be higher during first six months than during 
same'period last year; nearly one-third of total.

• A.G.C. President D. W. Winkelman outlines im­
provements that could be made in specifications to 
reduce highway construction costs, in address to 
American Society of Civil Engineers—“Eliminate 
non-essentials, the fineries for appearance’s sake.”

e Most federal agencies stop requiring weekly pay­
roll reports on federal work, but two hold out.

e Highway Hesearch Board reports on need for 
higher highway engineer salaries.

e Dodge statistical methods and Bureau of Labor 
Statistics construction employment estimates.

• Summary of legislation affecting construction.
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a D. W. Winkelman, president of The Associated 
General Contractor* of America, calls ost of more 
and improved machinery a key to greater efficiency 
and economy in construction. Preview of conetrnc- 
tion equipment, adaptable to all types of work, to 
be exhibited at the Road Show in Chicago next 
month.

o Five federal agencies agree to coordinate bid 
opening datos on their large project! of similar 
types. A.G.C. agrees to obtain information on large 
non-federal construction scheduled in order that sim­
ilar federal projects can be advertised withont con­
flict

• First onion security election in cons traction held 
in Western Pennsylvania by National Labor Rela­
tions Board. A.G.C. Assistant Managing Director 
J- D. Marshall and Ralph A. MacMnllan, secretary- 
manager, Detroit Chapter, A.G.C., present state­
ment* to Congressional Joint Committee on Labor- 
Management Relations regarding practical problems 
created in the conrtmction industry by union shop 
authority election requirements of Taft-Eartley Act.

• Construction activity sustained at high level. 
Revision of statistics now indicates about 14 billion 
dollars of now construction completed last year.

• Largest appropriation in history of Bnrean of 
Reclamation starts its way. through Congress ss 
House votes nearly $211,000,000 for construction on 
the bureau's projects in tha coming year.

• Senate Public Works Committee cuts annual 
authorisation for federal aid in a future highway 
program to $400,000,000 ($600,000,000 voted in 
House) tad reduces period of program to two years 
(three years voted In House).

o A.G.O. presente progress report to Secretary of 
the Army Kenneth C. Royal! indicating 84 reserve 
construction units had been affiliated and 33 pledged 
during flrst eight months of association's participa­
tion in tho Affiliation Program.

• Mid-Continent Pipe Line Chapter, with head­
quarter* in Dallas, receives charter from A.G.C.Copyright I94B by Ths Constructor, Inc.
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o “Bine Book” directory of more than 4.700 lead­
ing general contracting firms performing major part 
of building, highway and heavy contract construction 
throughout the nation, constituting the membership 
of The Associated General Contractors of America. 
Listed alphabetically, and by states and chapters. 
Officers, staff and committees.

e Special section of articles by representatives of 
leading management, engineering, architectural, la­
bor and equipment organizations in the construction 
industry, outlining work now in progress and sug­
gesting future fields of cooperative action to im­
prove industry conditions.

e The contract construction industry is in a healthy 
condition today, a mid-year survey of chapter secre­
taries and managers and elected directors of The 
Associated General Contractors discloses. Looking 
at the results of th; survey on a national basis, a 
large volume of work of all types is coming on the 
market. Labor, equipment and materials supplies 
are improving or adequate in many areas. Contrac­
tors are demanding and getting firm prices on most 
materials. While construction costs are still tending 
to move slightly upward, an approaching balance 
between supply and demand could mean stabiliza­
tion at or near present cost levels.

e Eow the National Joint Beard for Settlement 
of Jurisdictional Disputes functions; outline of its 
work since inception.

e Congress appropriates 1573,242.000 for flood con­
trol and river and harbor projects by Army Corps 
of Engineers. 158 millions more than record appro­
priation of last year. Complete listing of 277 con­
struction projects in 44 states and Alaska with 
amounts allocated by Engineers.

e Approximate apportionment of federal aid high­
way funds to states under the two-year, 1450,000,000 
animal authorization provided by the Federal Aid 
Highway Act of 1948.

e Progress report of The Associated General Con­
tractors of America to Becretary of the Army Ken­
neth C. Boyall on activities of A.G.C. chapters and 
branches in sponsoring and organizing the principal 
reserve construction units under the Army Affilia­
tion Program. A-G.C.'s 100 unit goal now 85 per 
cent complete.

e Pattern of cases involving construction under the 
Tuft-Hartley Act. Most court cases and National 
Labor Relations Board actions aimed at secondary 
boycott.

• First meeting of new Joint Cooperative Com­
mittee of the American Institute of Architects and 
the A.G.C. Public invited to submit problems for 
study and action.

In This Issue
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• August new construction volume estimated at $1,- 
785,000,000, marking third sncceesive month in which 
activity surpassed all previous dollar peaks. ... It is 
evident available supply of tome important building 
materials will have to be stepped np sharply during 
rest of year if demands are to be met. . . . Bnt some 
segments of lumber industry, in face of not-so- 
optimiatic lumber production picture, request that 
certain lumber items be removed from export control.

• General contractors of Pacific Northwest took 
prominent part in dramatic fight against snmmer 
floods. Pictures of operations to save towns.

• Members of Advisory Conncil for Senate Com­
mittee on Trade Policies announced, and early meet­
ings planned to determine effects on industry of Su­
preme Court decision outlawing multiple basing 
point, delivered price system in the cement industry. 
Walter L. Couse. Detroit, will represent general con­
tractors on conncil.

• Limitations on personal services of Bureau of 
Reclamation will cut still further bureau's force ac­
count work, Kenneth Markwell, assistant commis­
sioner of reclamation, telle Association of Western 
State Engineers.

• American Society of Civil Engineers and The As­
sociated General Contractors of America announce 
formation of a National Joint Cooperative Commit­
tee to study matters of mutual concern to civil en­
gineers, general contractors and the public.

• Preparing unit price bid forms so that they will 
reduce the contractor's haxards instead of being a 
“mathematical nightmare" discussed by B. B. Roth­
schild, Ban Francisco civil engineer.

• General contractors address Western Association 
of State Highway Officials' annual meeting to which 
Portland Chapter A.G.C. was host. ...AC. Clark, 
chief, Division of Construction, PRA, reports on 
progress of federal highway program.

• New plant construction should be located in less 
populated, less industrialised areas to provide maxi­
mum security against possibility of future atomic 
bomb attacks, National Security Resources Board 
says.

• Cases before National Joint Board for the Settle­
ment of Jurisdictional Disputes are listed, with fu­
ture hearing dates, decisions already made by Board 
of Trustees or Joint Board panels.

• Federal government plans largest investment in
history in civil public works, with 82,500,000,000 
earmarked for federal and federal aid construction 
programs of all types........In addition military con­
struction funds will total aronnd 8183,700,000. . . . 
A paper by Colonel Ray Adams, assistant chief, 
Construction Operations Division, Military Construc­
tion. Office of the Chief of Engineers, outlines 
Army's plans.

In This Issue
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In This Issue

• Governing and Advisory Boards of The Asso­
ciated General Contractors of America stndy effects 
of abandonment of basing point price systems on 
the construction industry, many other current na­
tional and international factors which are adding to 
complexities of construction operations.

• William Simon, general counsel of 8enate Com­
mittee on Trade Policies, discusses the meaning of 
the price system decision to general contractors and 
the rest of the industry. A.G.C. to continue watch 
on developments.

• Supervision of civil pnblic works by Army Engi­
neers is of extreme value in training the military 
engineer for national defense, keeps him abreast of 
latest developments in methods and machinery by 
close cooperation with civilian contracting organiza­
tions Corps of Engineers civil works head points 
out

• Complete report of A.G.C. Managing,Director 
H. E. Foreman on association activities during past 
eight months reveals many significant developments 
affecting the construction industry, indicates the 
broad scope of A.G.C. work.

• Stoppages of work because of jurisdictional dis­
putes at new low since establishment of National 
Joint Board for the Settlement of Jurisdictional 
Disputes in construction. A.G.C. participation con­
tinued.

a Adolph Teichert, Jr., 8acramento, Calif., and 
Walter L. Couse, Detroit, Mich., nominated for 1949 2
president and vice president of A.G.C., respectively.

• Simplification of concrete specifications on some 
public work as recommended by A.G.C. Specifications 
Committee saving money for government

• Draft deferment of building trades apprentices 
urged to permit completion of training.

• American Association of State Highway Officials 
told highway construction costs not out of line with 
other costs, urged to expedite contract lettings to 
make good showing in next two years.

• Del B. Webb Co. utilize* simple design, mess 
buying power, assembly line production to build 
large development of low cost houses at Tucson, 
Arizona.CAPACITY Copyright 1948 by Th. Conitructor, Inc.
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s Refusal of 8upreme Court to reconsider its 
“overtime on oTertime” decision emphasises impor­
tance to contractors of adjusting their work-week 
and employment of workmen on Saturdays and Sun­
days to avoid as many penalties as possible. Legis­
lation seems only possible relief to construction in­
dustry.

e Cases under Taft-Hartley Act involving con­
struction: National Labor Relations Board studies 
important secondary boycott case; responsibility of 
union and employer for reimbursing employee dis­
charged for not being in good standing with union; 
Detroit elections postponed.

e Bureau of Reclamation says limitations in its 
appropriation will force farther cutting of force 
account work, will make construction job more diffi­
cult.
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o Construction of hospital* by small common!tint 
gaining momentum. Construction work started un­
der Hospital Survey and Construction Act.

a Status of federal aid airport construction pro­
gram. N.A.S-A.O.-A.G.C. Joint Cooperative Com­
mittee recommends step* by CAA to assist sponsors 
of small airports in getting their projects under way, 
studies new specifications, prequaliflcation.

• Small engineer companies and detachments avail­
able for sponsorship under the Army Affiliation Pro­
gram. President spurs activity in building up re­
serve of armed forces.

o Construction apprenticeship loses its priority in 
Bureau of Apprenticeship activity as federal concen­
tration shifts to other industries deemed especially 
important to national defense. Draft effect on ap­
prentice training under study.

e Honston Chapter, A.Q.C., calls its exposition 
most successful regional event of its kind with at­
tendance over 330,000. How show was managed.

e Kid-South Section of A.S.C.E. features engineer­
ing in construction at meeting, heart A.Q.C. Presi­
dent Winkelman, contractor-lecturers at University 
of Mississippi

• Methods of constructing world’s largest hangar 
in South Dakota.

e Text of A.O.C. booklet pointing out advantages 
of contract method of construction in public work.

s .. Producers' Council hears contractors’ views of 
need for firm prices and delivery dates.

s Hints of what emergency controls are planned 
by the National Security Resources Board given in 
table of contents for the board’s proposed Emer­
gency Powers ActCopyright 1941 by Thu Constructor, Inc.
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• A.G.C. cite* favorable prospect* for 19 to SO bil­
lion dollar new construction volume in 1949, lists 
conditions that must be met to insure record per­
formance. Dound-np of government, other private 
estimates.

In This Issue

• Business world is still in state of confusion over 
issue of delivered price systems arising from the 
Supreme Court decision in the cement ease. Cross 
section of industry, mostly small business, piles up 
complaints against abandonment of basing point sys­
tems at hearing* of Senate Trade Policies Subcom­
mittee. Construction contractors, materials dealers 
and producers report actual, or anticipated, injury. 
Testimony of A.G.C. president, condensation of 
statements by representatives of construction indus­
try-

• Important opinion of Wage and Hour Adminis­
trator obtained by A.G.C. indicates broader cover­
age of employees engaged in construction operations 
by Fair Labor Standards Act, changed position since 
withdrawal of previons official interpretations.

• Hew higher court decision-holds that construc­
tion operations, even though local in nature, are cov­
ered by the Taft-Hartley Act if they affect the flow 
of interstate commerce. Important to contractors.

e Contractors’ organizations would play big role 
in emergencies under ambitions plans proposed by 
new Office of Civil Defense Planning. Tentative 
program, not yet official, conflicts in certain respects 
with plans of other defense agencies.

e Cost control symposium. Contractor-engineers 
explain fundamentals of accounting and cost con­
trol, value to construction Arms. Declamation offi­
cial describes new uniform system of cost classifica­
tion developed by the Bnrean of Declamation, which 
may become model for other federal agencies in the 
heavy construction field.

• Picture stories of two on usual projects: Huge 
military air baae at Limestone, Maine, and hydro­
genation plant in Missouri.

e Apprentice training expansion faces tongh prob­
lems in draft and national defense programs.

e Highway construction being serioosly delayed in 
Southeast by ihortage of engineers, steel and ce­
ment, AA.SM.O.-A.G.C. Joint Cooperative Commit­
tee Audi. Secondary road program studied.

e CAA accelerate* grant* for airport construction. 
Status of Federal Airport Program. Aviation offi­
cials recommend steps to spood up construction.


