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A Seven-Day Journal
The Cheltenham Flyer.

On Monday las t th e  new  G re a t W e s te rn  express 
Iwtwcen Swindon a n d  P a d d in g to n  cam e in to  service. 
It left Swindon p ro m p tly  a t  3.48— th e  n ew  schedule 
time—but in stead  of a rr iv in g  a t  4.55 in  acco rdance  
with the tim e-tab le , it reach ed  P a d d in g to n  a t  4.474, 
having thus covered th e  77J  m iles in  h a lf  a  m in u te  

- under the hour. F o r n ea rly  70 m iles o u t o f th e  to ta l  
distance its speed w as genera lly  w ell over 80 m iles

rr hour, and a t  m ile-post Xo. 2 from  P a d d in g to n  
wkm 86-7 m .p.li. T he  average  s ta r t- to -s to p  speed  

"<'9 miles per hour. T he  engine w as X o. 5000, 
»unceston C astle,” a n d  th e  t r a in  of six  coaches 

180 dons. F o r  m an y  y ea rs  th e  Sw indon— 
l run has been no tab le . I n  1929 70 m in u te s  w ere 
1 by schedule. T h a t tim ing  h a s  now  b een  red u ced  

lininutes, m ainly w ith  th e  o b jec t of recovering  a  
■4 for B ritish railw ays. In  A pril la s t th e  C an ad ian  

s Railway p u t on a  flyer be tw een  M o n trea l a n d  
I t  covers th e  124 m iles in  110 m in u te s  in  

tion and  108 in  th e  o th e r, g iv ing  s ta r t- to -  
1 of 67-6 an d  68 • 9 m iles p e r  h o u r. T h e  
ue for th e  “ C heltenham  F ly e r  ”  b r in g s  th e  
- j * raiIw ays b ack  to  E n g la n d  w ith  a n  
dof 69 • 3 m .p .h ., b u t fo r a  sh o r te r  d is tan ce  

' tra in . If , how ever, th e  asto n ish in g  
Ved on M onday a n d  im p ro v ed  o n  T u esd ay  
amed. a good m arg in  on  th e  B rit is h  side

The Rail-bus.
September 10th, a  d e m o n s tra tio n  ol 

the ru b b er-tired  ra ilw a y  self­
> escribed in  ou r issue of S ep tem ber 

ween. P aris an d  D eauv ille  a n d  back , 
ordinary expresses a re  g iv en  2 h. 

^ ^  Jer-tired coach, o r “ M icheline ” — 
ii n ,C ? ame now given to  th e  tv p e  in  
* ¿6 md!stanee in  2 h . 3 m in ., or“ a t  an  
id of ? er h o u r- a s  co m p ared  w ith  

, m iies Per hour. T h e  ru n n in g  
1 t,». j  and ii 'e re  w as n a tu ra lly  fa r 
',P ¿ duced by  a  tra in . I f  th e re  is 

it »o1 ĥe sPeefl a t ta in e d  b y  a  
' be m M e re s t a s  show ing th a t 
the h , u  satisfac to rilv  over long

th .e r fe a tu re s  , , f  r , i ; |w » v

fu tu re ,”  M r. IT u rfo rd  concluded , “ w ill be  th e  w orks 
m an ag e r. I n  a sense, he w ill be  p rim a rily  responsib le  
fo r B r i t a in ’s in d u s tr ia l  fu tu re . H is  ta s k , how ever, is 
full of d ifficu lties , a n d  th e  co m m u n ity  w ou ld  be  w ell 
ad v ised  to  g iv e  h im  ev e ry  en co u rag em en t a n d  to  
re f ra in  fro m  m a k in g  u n w a rra n ta b le  reflections on  h is 
a b il ity  a n d  v is ion . H o n es t c ritic ism  is w elcom e an d  
he lp fu l. T h e  w o rk s m an ag e r is a  loader of lab o u r a n d  
one o f h is  m a n y  ta s k s  is to  secure confidence, and  
u n ju s tif ia b le  a t ta c k s  up o n  h is a b ility  m ak e  h is ta sk  
d o u b ly  d if ficu lt.”

Asbestos.
The d a n g e r  to  h e a lth  a ris in g  from  exposu re  to  

a sb e s to s  d u s t  w as e s tab lish ed  b y  an  in q u iry  co n ­
d u c te d  la s t y e a r  b y  th e  F a c to ry  D e p a rtm e n t of th e  
H o m e Office. I n  th a t  re p o r t a  n u m b e r of p re ­
c a u tio n a ry  m easu re s  w ere recom m ended  fo r th e  
p re v e n tio n  of in h a la tio n  of a sb es to s d u s t b y  w orkm en  
em p lo y ed  in  th e  in d u s try , th e  m ost im p o rta n t of 
w h ich  w as th e  ap p lic a tio n , b o th  in  th e  te x tile  an d  
n o n -te x ti le  se c tio n s , of e x h a u s t v en tila tio n . So far. 
how ever, a s  re g a rd e d  th e  te x tile  section , i t  w as 
ev id en t fro m  th e  re p o r t th a t  fu r th e r  in q u iry  w ould  be 
n ecessa ry  b e fo re  a decision  cou ld  be  reach ed  as  to  th e  
b e s t m e th o d s  to  b e  ap p lied  to  th e  v a rio u s m ach ines 
in  use . A  con ference  w as th e re fo re  a rra n g e d  w ith  
ie p re s e n ta tiv e s  of th e  asbes to s te x tile  in d u s try , an d , 
a s  a  re s u lt ,  a  C o m m ittee , con sis tin g  of th re e  re p re ­
s e n ta tiv e s  of th e  m a n u fa c tu re rs  a n d  tw o  of H .M . 
In s p e c to rs  of F a c to r ie s , w as s e t u p  to  consider th e  
b e s t m e th o d s  w h ich  cou ld  b e  a d o p te d  g en era lly  for 
th e  su p p re ss io n  o f d u s t  in  th is  sec tion  of th e  in d u s try . 
T h is  C o m m itte e , in  A pril, 1931, m ad e  a series of 
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  w h ich  w e re 'su b se q u e n tly  endorsed  
b y  th e  o th e r  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of th e  te x tile  em ployers. 
T h e  S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  h a s  decided  to  g ive effect to  
th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  co n ta in ed  in  th ese  tw o  rep o rts . 
F o r  t h a t  p u rp o se , a s  req u ired  b y  Section  79 of th e  
F a c to ry  a n d  W o rk sh o p  A c t, 1901, he  h a s  fo rm ally  
ce rtif ied  a s  d an g e ro u s  th e  m a n ip u la tio n  of asbesto s 
a n d  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o r re p a ir  of a rtic les  com posed 
w ho lly  o r  p a r t ly  o f asb es to s, a n d  processes in c id en ta l 
th e re to , a n d  is n ow  issu ing , in  d ra f t,  reg u la tio n s w hich 
follow  g e n e ra lly  th e  p rov isions recom m ended  in  th e  
tw o  re p o r ts , w ith  c e r ta in  ad d itio n s  a n d  m odifica tions 
w h ich  h a v e  b een  m a d e  a f te r  ta k in g  in to  co nsidera tion  
o b se rv a tio n s  s u b m it te d  b y  th e  G eneral C ouncil of th e  
T rad es  U n io n  C ongress.

T he Illumination Congress.
O n M o n d a y ,  Sep l  e m b e r  14th .  t h e  d e le g a te s  of th e  

I l l u m i n a t i o n  C o n g re s s  a - s e m l  iled .,t ' ( 'a in b r id g -

th e  B o a rd  o f T ra d e , w h ich  th e n  sends a  s u rv e y o r  to  
c o n d u c t a  p re lim in a ry  in q u iry . I f  it  is th e n  d eem e d  
d e s irab le— g e n e ra lly  in  o rd e r to  p lace  re s p o n s ib ili ty —  
a fo rm a l in v e s tig a tio n  b y  tw o  C om m issioners, o n e  a 
law y e r a n d  th e  o th e r  an  eng ineer, m a y  b e  o rd e ie d . 
b ince  1882, 3152 ex p lo s ions h av e  been  d e a lt w ith . 
T h ey  c a u se d  th e  d e a th s  of 1065 a n d  in ju rie s  to  2570 
pe rso n s. T h e  R e p o r t  b y  th e  B o ard  fo r th e  y e a r  193(1 
h a s  ju s t  b een  p u b lish e d . In  that, y e a r  55 ex p lo s io n s  
w ere th e  su b je c ts  o f in q u irie s , b u t n o t a  sing le  fo rm al 
in v e s tig a tio n  w as h e ld . I t  is sa tis fa c to ry  to  n o te  th a t  
th e  n u m b e r  o f d e a th s  w as th e  low est on  reco rd , b u t  in  
recen t y e a rs  f a ta li t ie s  h a v e  v a ried  th ro u g h  w ide lim its . 
T h ey  w ere  a s  h ig h  as  22 in  1924 a n d  as low  as  7 m  1925 
a n d  1928. T h e  d e a th s  in  1930 w ere 5 in  n u m b e r  a n d  
w ere c a u se d  b y  fo u r  exp losions, ene  a t  sea a n d  fo u r 
on lan d . I n  o n ly  one case w as a  rea l bo ile r co n ce rn ed  ; 
in it th e  fire -box  fa ile d  ow ing to  w astage . T h e  o th e r  
fa ta l a c c id e n ts  o ccu rred  to  an  o ld  econom iser ow ing  
to  w a s ta g e  ; a  s te a m  receiver, o v e r-p ressu re  ; a 
s te am  c h es t, w a te r  h a m m e r ; a n d  a t  sea , ail old 
co p p er p ip e , v ib ra tio n .

The Clyde-built Oil Tanker Imperial 
Transport.

A t th e  en d  of la s t  w eek  successful tr ia ls  w ere  c o n ­
c luded  in  th e  F i r th  o f C lyde of th e  o il ta n k e r  
“ Im p e r ia l T ra n s p o r t ,”  w hich  h a s  been  b u il t  b y  th e  
B ly th sw o o d  S h ip b u ild in g  C om pany, L td ., o f Scots- 
to u n , to  th e  o rd e r  o f th e  E m p ire  T ra n sp o r t C om pany . 
L td ., w h ich  is m a n a g e d  b y  H o u ld e r B ro th e rs  a n d  
Co., L td .,  L o n d o n . T h e  tanker* h a s  a  le n g th  of 
460ft., w ith  a  b e a m  o f 60 ft., a n d  a  d e p th  of 34ft. 6 in ., 
h e r m e a su re m e n t b e in g  a b o u t 8000 gross to n s , w ith  a 
11,500 to n s  d e a d w e ig h t c a rry in g  c ap ac ity . She is 
c o n s tru c te d  on  th e  lo n g itu d in a l sy s tem , a n d  is c lassed  
w ith  L lo y d ’s fo r th e  ca rr iag e  of p e tro leu m  in  b u lk . 
T h ere  a re  e ig h teen  m a in  oil ta n k s , w ith  a  d eep  ta n k  
fo rw a rd  a n d  a  d ry  ca rg o  ho ld , o il- tig h t co fferdam s 
being  f i t te d  a t  th e  en d s  of th e  oil cargo  ho lds. T h e  
b u n k e rs  a n d  carg o  ta n k s  a re  p ro v id ed  w ith  h e a tin g  
coils, a n d  th e re  is a  single pum p-room  w ith  tw o  
s te a m -d r iv e n  ca rg o  p u m p s , each  of w h ich  h a s  a  
desig n ed  d u ty  of 300 to n s  p e r h ou r. A ccom m odation  
for th e  eng inee rs  is p ro v id e d  in  deck  houses on  th e  poop , 
w hile th e  c a p ta in  a n d  deck  officers a re  housed  a m id ­
ships. T h e  p ro p e llin g  m ach in ery  consists  of a single 
X o r th -E a s te rn  fo u r-s tro k e  s ing le-ac ting  oil engine 
w ith  e ig h t cy lin d e rs . T h e  h ea tin g  s te am  is fu rn ish ed  
h v  tw o  o il-fired  c y lin d ric a l ty p e  donkey  bo ilers. T he  
tr ia ls  w ere  c a rr ie d  o u t in  th e  deep loaded  co n d itio n , 
a n d  w ere, w e u n d e rs ta n d , hisrhlv sa tis fac to ry , a speed 
of over 12 k n o ts  bem g o b ta in ed .


