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Firestone Representsatives: K. H. Garner and F. F., Hoy

The meeting was mostly devoted to the OSHA-VCM standard and
the proposed EFA-VCH standard. This report is divided into two
parts, the general report and an avpendix. The first part covers
the h+ghl;gh*s of the meeting, significant comments or new devel-
ovmﬁn,s end a general impression of the status of the various ¥VC
producers in their ccompliance efforts. The second part outlines
the specific ccizents as each company representative spcke on his
comp?d“‘ rrogress. Thig latter section is for reference rather
than gw rﬁl information.

411 btut a few of the preducers were represented and cach
Vad &ilowed ALVC uO ten winutes for a presentation. The vpreszcnta-
ticas iLherefore were brief summaries. Not sufficient time waco
availanle To par*un 22l tepics ner to discuss ary ilssuec in gresa
depth. The rneeting was helnful, howoever, in updating our a5sess—
nens of the p;obluns end successes the industry is aucounter 08

in ivs arive for coupliance.

1. The represeatative from Zthyl reported that o deputy dircctor
of NWIO: told thelr meq*cul director in a telepuons conver -~
sation That there is & cartridme mask under develoopmont that
will cosm VO on 1nba3ﬂt10ﬂ ana rclease it con exhalotion
eivirg 1;3 cartridge a 12 hour liie. DlNore significantiy, in
the saune conversatlion ac told thoir medical dirsctor there

is a Eﬁﬁd cnance for a rine menth exbtension of the optilensl
use of naosks wiille mask iluprovenent continues. No one clse
reported any knowledge of this possibiliiy.

Near arly sll companies reported they are raking regular phis: QVL
exuninsilons mdndatory ag a condition of continued cmployrienl
with no cdisagreement from their ermbloyces even 1hqugh OOk A
says the standard does net reguime it. Ve got the impression
that any who received a militans objection from their en--
ployees gave up the mendatory stance, however.
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3. Reported average readings were low, in the range of 0.5 PPMX
to 2.0 PPM with a few companies reporting averages up to 3.0
PPM. The range for personnel monitoring was about the sams.
Firestone reported higher readings and specified them for the
poly buildings. We believe from comments that these low aver-
ages included essentially all areas of their plants, even areas
we would not list as regulated. Averages such as this ars, of
course, meaningless except for publicity releases. Nearly all
companies, even the monomer producers, admitted numerous ex-
cursions well above these levels. One company counted 400
excursions above 10 PPM in a month of 50,000 readings.

There were some inconsistent comments in this area. A monomer
producer said their whole plant was deregulated but noted the
use of self contained air masks for certain specified operations
or for all exposures over 100 PPM. On all subjects except ex-
posure readings, however, the reporting appeared to be frank
ard open. :

4, We concluded that a few plants, notably the new ones, are better
off than the Perryville Plant, a number about the same and sone
worse off. HNone appeured to have as great a problem as the
Pottstown Plant, tut we may have been misled. Companies with
both older and newer plants may have discussed primarily the
newer ones. We concluded also that some plants were Ilarther
along with their progrsme than Firestonz and some not so far.

We seem to be about at the middle of the pack.

The pusition of most companies on outside contractors is similer
to Firestone's. Informaticn is provided and the burden of com-
pliance i1s placed on the contractor. Whether this position would
satisfy OSHA, no one was sure. Scme companies provide eguipaent
and lab service, others provide nothing. A few excluded out-
side contractors from regulated creas. One had an arrcagcnont
for a couplement of regular contrvactor employees and provided

the full program as for their own employees. All who mentioned
contract maintenance treated them zs thzir own employces.

The most remarkable situation was described by Goodrich. They
clained Kentucky state OBHA officials approved a plaunt wharety
they would evacuate outside contractors if an exposure over 5 FPU
occurred and on this basis exclude these people entirely from
coverage by the standard. Therefore no physicals, masks or

even training are provided.

Bendix and Arcas chromatographic systems appeared to be preferred
for area monitoring. Most either had these systems tied te a
computer to calculate averzges or were heading in that direction.
A few have Miran systems. Ones=id it was not sensitive enourh
for their purpose. Number of points monitored per plant racped
from 12 to 80 with the majority using 20 to 30 points.
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Two cowranies, Pantosote and Georgia Pacific, have previously
said they will tie their operators to the area monitors via
the computer and avoid monthly checks on individuals. There
does not seem to be any great move in this direction. Most
companies who discussed individual personnel sampling take
six to eight hour checks with slow, intermittent pumps and
tubes rather than the 10 minute samples we take. One com-
pany used a Jacket with a pouch in the back to hold a Tedlar
bag for eight hour samples. No data was given for typical
VA readings for individual operations by any company. All
personnel were averaged together to get the 0.5 to 3.0 PPM
discussed elsewnere in this summary.

The preferred mask is the half face piece, air line mask.

Some feed The air line from bottles. Methods to avoid exhaust-
ing the bottles mostly invelved inventory checks. This might
not pass an OSHA inspection. _Two coupanies had nose bleed
preblems with bottled air. Rust in pipe systems with humidified
alr can bte a real problem. One company is considering a change
to plastic pipe. A number of companies use masks in reactors
regardiess of VCIM level. All use some self contained air masks
and canister masks along with the alr line masks. Some con-
panies anticipate using canister masks to 25 PPM, Others in-
tend to use air line masks szbove 1.0 PPM and minimize canister
mesk use. Iu general few employees willingly used any kind of
nask in the 1«25 PI'M optiocnal range.

A pnumber have held trial mask runs vhich came to be desecribed
as "Lyril 1 weeks"./ No one admitted to the resentmenc ol fawls
which Ifirestone experiences. 1In answer To a specific question
whether mask use had _to be enforced by reminders durin €2

a trial run, cne reonr tive claimed po digeiptiné€ was uscd
and little reminding was necessary. Ve accepted this without
orivus dicsbelief. Conpanies with URV organized employees
described slight militance in some sreas but nothing on the
scale of the aggravation at Pottstown.
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Runcrs we have heard of approved cartridge masks are not true.

No company had any approval to use cartridge masks at any VCM
level. However, Henry Waltemate, a safety mansger at B. ¥.
Goodrich said they have federal OSHA approval to use a half

mask with a canister for exposures to 10 PPM. Grover Vrenn

wag involved in the approvel, He szid they have simply cennected
a half face macsk from a supplied air sysftem to a canister. Ve
have been told a switch of equipment pieces alcne would void
NIOSH approval. We should check further into this.

Two companies reported OSHA inspectors equipped with cartridsge
masks. At one plant these inspectors accepted canister masks:
at another, they wore the cartridge mesks to inspect regulated
areas. MSA and Scott were said tc be working on a "transfer"
or "combirnation" mask for use with air or charcoal. Most com-
panies are eager for this appreval. The problem of now to get
to an air lire mask in a regulated arca was discussed but not
solved.
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8. We did not get muceh discucsicen going regarding females
in regulated areas. Apparently c¢nly a few companies re-
gtrict them. Stauffer, one of The companies which did not
use females, has now located several whose epplication
indicated they could not bear children. We were told they
had passed an EEQ compliaace audit.

FPG reported that at their Lake Charles VCM plant they do
not accept females carable of vecomiang pPregpant for VCI
areas. They involved COSHA and EEO in & discussion over this
end BEC backed off.

9. John Barr of Air Products described an incident whereby an
accidental vent of approximately one and one half pourds of
VCIM at their laboratory at Piscataway, N. J. caused a great
uproar with air quality people and may adversely affect the
industry request to exclude laboratories from the EPA standard.
Anyone who needs details can get them from K. Garner or F. Hoy.

10, John Barr reported on the EPA standard. We already have nost
of this information. He felt the situatvtion is too wolitical
for EPA to give much ground. He also noted that because of
the rule-maling prececure EPA caanot legally grant any exten-
sions beyond vwe years. It was mentionad that since the rules
are promulgaved under secticn 112, the stendard will be ad-
ministered by the federal agencv rather than turned over to the
individual states. This was expccted by him to be nelpfnl
since the over burdening attitude of the Morsyland Adr Quallty
Douri eppzars not be be uvnusual for the state agencies. ILd
Biehl of LAtlontic Tubing discussed requiremests placed cu their
new plant by state air quality people that were far reaching
snd complex neariy beyond telief. He said they bhad @ con-
sultant company working for three mouths to gather ithe necessary
data.

It was suggested that EPA wvould eventually get arouri to com-
paring the lecak nmonitoring plans submitted by the verious pi -~
ducers aua reguire theat all adopt the most vigorous plant sub-
mitted. One well received suggestion was that two conseccutive

of a leak. Regarding reguler checking for small leaks, it was
felt by some that an acceptable pisn would have to include

at least a couple hours of checking cvery day. One attendec
feit the leak check could ignor flanges and valves not normally
opened snd any systems wvaich were pressure checkad. Another
nan said his plant had begun to catalogue and npumber f{langes,
valves, etc., but gave up at 4000,
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