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ifr. H, B, Palm

Plant Hanagey
Raybeatos-Manhattan Ine,
Manhein, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Palmt

~ This ia in reference to a research project pertaining to
asbestosn,

Last October, an international meeting was held in New York
on the '"Biological Effects of Asbestos”, which was sponsored by the
New York Acadeny of Sciences. At thia meeatinpg scientific reprosentie
tives from many countries presonted evidance of the association of '
lung cancer as well ag mesotholiomans of the pleura and peritoneum -
with exposure to asbestos, Most of the svideonce was derived from .
South Africa, England and Ireland, and the United States. The pro- .
coedings of this conference will be published some time this sunner T
in book form by the New York Academy of Sciences.

Zollowing this meeting, a three day aseasion was held by
the representatives of the International Union Againzt Cancer who in
a series of working party groups developed '"Rocommendations pexrtaining
to resaarch on asbestos and g¢ancer”.. The purpose of this second X ..
international meeting was to establish world-wido cooperation per- .
taining to research on the relationship betwoen asbestos and cancer, .
The International Union Against Cancer established an International ' -
Research Conmittee on Asbestos and Cancer. I am socreotary of that . -
particular committee, therefore am able to anclose a copy of the
report which will be published this August in the American Medical ,,qg,
Associntion Archives of Environmontal Health., I thought that this
would give you some additional background prior to the. puhlicntion ot
the book by the New York Acadony of Scionces,

L]

‘ The purpose of this letter is to let you know ot ny 1ntarest
in earrying out the research pertaining to the relatiounship of asbestos
and cancer and to enlist your assistance and cooporation in tho otudy :
of your particular population group. . L v

I an-rware of the fact that others.nnyﬂhavo oxpressed a
sinilar interest but their linos of inveatigation are completely ,
different. For example, the United States Public Health Service has
been gonducting atmoshheric air sampling and I au not concornod wtth .
this phase of the study, A



My interest is purely statistical in terns of an epidemiologica
study and would be confidential for use only for scientific purposes,.
The only assistanée that I would require would be in obtaining infore
mation relative to duration of employment nnd type of occupation as
related to age, sex and race.

I hoza that the data that I would like to accumulate pere
taining to your plant could bte compared with that obtainsd from other
countries. Undoubtedly the exposure levels and the control measurcs
at present are conslderably better in our country and I think it is
irportant that we get some idea on a statistical basgis ag to what
the difference nmay be,

I dhould liko to visit the plant and talk this over with you
to see if we can malke some arrangements, At this stage, we are not
askipng for any contribution of funds to carry out this work although
this would be wolcomed, I am aware, as you must be by now, of what ias
going on and what®d the inherent health problems among the various
agbostos industrios in the United 8tates. I think that the ssbestos
industries have everything to gain and nothing to lose by providing
agsistance in rogard to this type of research.

I should appreciate hearing from you. PFersonal regards,

Sinceroly,

Thonas F. Mancuso, K.D.
Resceaxrch Profossor
TR /¢ v
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