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August 24, 1937

Mr. Louis R. Kessler, Genceral Mene, -t
Gencral £roducts Divisien
Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation
National Bank Bwl.ing

Tolwao 4, Ohio

Dear Lou: L

we receutly bac a long confercnce with Asdostos
wWorkers Lniob Vice rresicent Hugh Mmulligen 1o Chicage, lincic.
Mr, Muiligan is the most dominating [orce in that unien; an:
tharz{orc, consiverable creuencs is plavca in stateents ma.c by
him, We daiscussea at lengta thear lnteruetional Convention wluch
will be beld an New Crleans, La. the week of Septeinber 4, anc
its relationeahip to Fiberylus an. tac scattere. grutualings with
respect Lo the bealth aspocts of ylass fioera,

Fairst on tnec agenus ot the cunvenlion widl be the
election of the 1nternational oificers, This will be the lirst suck
slection in twenty years and there will be » struggle to unsvat the
present incumbeat My, Carl Sickies. Mr. Mull.gan is confideat
that M.z, Sickles will be elected, which woul. be to our savaatage.
Scveral new vice presidents of tae International will be elected.
Those most likely 80 succeed are Business Agent Anurew T, Haas
of Philadelphia, Pa., who in the past has been very fair; an.
Business Agent Malcolm Detlels of Detroit, Mich,, whode degree
of cooperation is, and has been, quite qucstionable.

Since the International has receivea & wumber of
c¢omplaints with regarz to the health hazards of Fiberglas, the Exec~
utive Boar. will holc a session prior $o the conventioa preper to
draft a resoclution to promot: an impartial examinatioa of this prob-
lem. Mr, Mulligan indicated very ¢clearly anc forcefully that ke
would be in {avor of such a resolution, but that it sheuld be
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all inclusive covering all the products th:y handle, glass fibers, rock
wool, asbestos, etc. He indicated strongly that he wae not in favor
of 8 demani for a premium. He made the statement that the products
they handle are either bealthy, or they are not. He felt that the
eonvention woul< institute a research program of its owa.

They arc conscious of the fact that Fiberglas is domin--
ating the insulation fielc and that future employment will hinge on
the application anc han3lin; of these procucts. He bhas a full aware- (’
pess that the various deaths fromz lung aftments allegedly sttributec
tc th.- inhalation of glacs {ibers were not mecdically document. d;
nor bhas it bezz conclusively establishe ! that infection resulted from
an occupational hazar.,

1 feel stronly that Mr. Mulligan will work ciligeatly
towzr. to: program herotofore outlined, 1 plan tc attenc thiir
coznvention anid ascortain tho result:, )

f

Vuery truly yours,

Ira 1. Brou,bt

IB:graw

¢c: Mz, waunkl.
Ar., Wwriglt
Mr, Barcl
Mr, Williams



