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January ?, 1542 i; \C N
Attentios of MNr, Bapelgd Boeschenstein

' 1}
EJX thinke there 18 "the germ of & mejor strategy here." He

sugcests -
le Compilation of asbestoeis file, as suggested, C:__:
2. Explere with Aetne what we can get in way of Sk 3“4"",
"autometsic, pienoila coverace” in nature of .
putlic latility,,,.14)e coverage extended by uﬂn; Y4
g cecer chest manufacturer ageinst moth holes, .
S¢ "X" step e- hew to utilize and get results - Ao Pnnlias
fs go to uniez e0l¢ turkey and ley it on 1ine? atho ﬁ:;"‘:‘{'c:
be or - start witk people we know in uniom fans |
and tuild up confidence in worker that he
is protected and there i¢ no riek?
Queries:

l. Tould we have to do same in Equimment f4eld?

2, How would this affect our terms and oonditions ef
sele?

Ed'&rd Ce Ames
ECA/bw
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Anemdon of Mr, E, J, Yarshall &e——. e¢: Mr, Harold Boeschenstein
. M. We Po Zimom.n
{
Bubject ASEESTOS WOREERS UNION et , '
o l.- ‘v"'n!o\l.. f"/

RN A bosd €50 wi? te (o F

Roview of 19& N DAy 3\....\'.\ bota gt o I

1. The issue was Joined, e
g CRED L ETEY BN SUY ICA S S

2. Our health story was drawn together, e- Ao e sl Lo,
Lo & 0 £ e e

S Our strategy hac been ¢o attack each situation locally. ol L. ‘ o
‘ Sl B VI

Immediste Developments Ahead for 1942 T R

1 R S

1. Siedert article to appear in Jamuary issue of INDUSTRIAL MEDICIKE.
2. Gardner article ip preparation for JOURNAL OF INDUSTRIAL EYGIENE,
S+ Sultberger program under wey o ’

Strategy for 1042

Should it not be to take the offensive?

The followipg plan is suggested:

l. Oather az a weapon=inereserve an impressive file of photostats of
medical literature on asbestosis, Availabie are two bibliographies (
covering medical literature to 1§38, el ting references to scores of
publications in which the lung and skin hazards of nsdbestos are
@iscussed. This file would cover five or six hundred pages, which
oan be microphotographed in the libreary of the Surzeon Gemeral in
Washington or in some other mediocal library,

2+ (a) Explore through Aetma the feasibility of working out a plan
wherebty ocur products 1iadility coverage oould be extended to
a1l penbers of the Asbestos Workers Union wherever and whene
over they are handling Fiberglas products. This would involve
same 2,000 workere all ef whem would have to be X-rayed
(X-rays to be interproted at Trudeau by Dr. Bampson), and in
a1l probability given u physical examination before group
ooverage bLecame offective om a set date.

(b) 1If feasitle, approsch Union lesders with offer presenting
plar as followe:

(1) 4 demonstration of Owens-Corning's willingness to work
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with A/F. of L, Union Labor.

(2) A means of extending to'Union wembers on comstruction jobs
the same kind of insurance protection and induetriel hygsene
precautions now available to workers in private industry.

“(3) An irrefutable demonstration of the willingness of a

reputable commercial insurance company to underwrite such
e risk and of the mamflacturer to carry the premium eost.

If reactien is favorable, arrange for Aetna represemtatives to
present plan at Union/district conferences and/or meetings of
locals or at general convention of Union 4n fall of 1942, Presen-
tation to be acoompanied by distridution of Aetna leaflets ox-
Plaining the insurance and telling the Fiberglas heslth story.

If reaction §s wnfaveradle, use the asdestosis werpon-in-rese
to let then stew., Wo may be sure that word of "the proposal wi
reach competition and may give us & lover with which to go direc
to the locals under the union's professed law of local autonomy.
This procedure may provide an opportunity to promote dissension
in the ranks that ocnceivadly ocould bring adbout over~throw of
the present Union leadership,

The propossl can be exploited publieity=wise to our advantage
either way.

If the reaction is fuvoradle, it 1s a step unprecedented in the
industry, taken by a manufacturer so confident of the absence o
ususual hazard in his materials that he has joined forces with
Aetna - at a rate more favoradle than could bdbe granted to any
competitive manufacturer = te protect and reassure laber and
assume 1liadility attaching to any occupational hazard attridtue-
tadle to his materials,

If the reection 1s unfavoradle, the way is opened to spread word
among the locels about the refusal of the Union officals to make
this protection available to the members and to play ull the
stopes on asbestosis, Implied is the threat to Qistritute to all
members of the Union copies of the U,S, Public Health Hslletin
#241 on Asbestosis. .

Principnl advantages of the whole plan are that it would take out of the Tealn
of rumor and goseip all the stories of $njuries that are floating arocund, would
enable us to document such stories, and would enable us to take the offensive
in telling the health stery of Fiberglas where it would do the most good,

e




