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DR, ARTHUR C, STEVENSON, DIRECTOR
ELASTOMER CHEMICALS DEPARTMENT
ELASTOMERS LABOBATCRY

Dr, Zapp has passad your letter refarring to the health hazards of asbestos to
me for a reply, l

That asbestos fibers can cause chronic pulmonary diseass has been recognized
since 1907 and with this recognition came control measurss simed at reducing the
amount of dust produced during the mining of the crude minerel and its subsaqueat
conversion into finished products, Combined with the maasures aimed at reducing
the smount of dust were steps to prevent the dust that was produced from being
inhaled., This meant the wesaring of dust respirators,

What has caused renswed concern over ths hazards of asbestog hag been the
finding of an apparent link betwean some types of cancer and exposure to asbestos
fiber, This link has been demcustratad, not in the trades usually thought of as
coustituting tha'agbestos industry" vhere dust control methods have besn in use
for years, but in such occupaticus as insulation workers and pipe covarers,

There are three factors which ars disquiseting about these new health problems
surrounding the use of asbestos, Firstly, the possible association between cancer
and asbestos, naturzlly is a matter for concerm, secondly, such evidence as thers ia

pointe to an 'incubation' period which may be as long ss forty years and thirdly,
thare is soma rather fragmentary evidence that short exposures to apparently smsll

axounts of asbestos fiber may produce cancer nany yesrs later, At this time ouwr

knovledgs 1is insufficient to answer the question ''vhat {s the smllest amount of
dust and the shortest exposurs that might produce cancex?” JFrom a practical poing

of view {f the dust does not gain access to ths body thers vwill be no problem,
therefore, dust respirators will protect tha persomwl wearing them,

: Opexatiods which produce asbestos dust should be designed so that the dust {ig
countained and exhsusted into a system that will prevent re-entrainment of the
‘asbestos fibers,
Customars should be advised that thare 1a some hasard sssociated with working

with asbestos and that strict dust control measures must be taken, If perscunsl
vill unadvoidably be exposed to asbestos dust, they should wear dust resplstors,
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In some cases pcr!upt other fiders such as glun could be used i{n place of .
asbastos.

In sttempting to warn pecple of the health hazards of asdestos I h&n been
handicapped by the inmumeradle usesof the mineral so that it becomes very difficule
.to locate groups such sas yours that ars working with the materisl. Should you koow

' o! othar wch gmn b4 ohocld be gutoful i you vould lat me kaov of tb-.

I! I can ln of furtht: uuo:u\a pluu lot e hwv
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